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Chairman’s Chat 
 

Old cars and modern ways don’t always converge as I found out when  

travelling to Ilfracombe last month. The realisation came in the form of  

a letter from Devon and Cornwall Police informing me that on that  

journey I had exceeded the speed limit by six mph and was duly to be  

prosecuted. The problem arose from my having to make a rough guess  

at my speed as the speedometer needle swung back and fore between  

25 and 35 mph. I guessed wrongly! To try to prevent a recurrence  

I have bought a digital speedometer. It fixes by suction to the windscreen and plugs into a portable power 

bank. Switched on it connects to GPS and shows your speed and incidentally your compass direction. I 

checked it in my modern and it is accurate. It’s a clever piece of kit which cost around £13.00. 

  

 

                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I was travelling home from Merton Car Show last Sunday I could smell exhaust type fumes, not the usual 

oil burning, different. Looking under the bonnet in the garage it looked as though something had been dripping 

on the exhaust pipe. It couldn’t be oil so I casually checked the tightness of the jubilee clips fixing the petrol 

filter. They were loose, finger tight and I suspect petrol had been dripping form the loose joint onto the exhaust 

pipe. If you look in the photograph a dark burn mark is directly below the filter. Could have been worse than 

fumes I suppose! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So fumeless and legally I will proceed on my way, just rattles to contend with but they're harmless – aren’t 

they? 
 

Viv Gale 
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Davids Diary 
 

We have had a busy month with trips out in Mabel, our ’34 AH Tourer and some progress with the RP 

restoration project as well as helping other members with some A7 problems. 
 

Late in July, I attended the Lapford Vintage Show, a small local village event organised by one of our members 

– Malcolm Hayes. We had a very warm welcome and spent a very pleasant sunny afternoon with plenty of 

tea & homemade cake on offer – always the sign of a good event!! 
 

Later in July I used Mabel for transport to Newton Abbot 

to attend my 100th Blood Donor session. I thought it would  

be appropriate as she was my car back in 1969 when I 

gave my first pint.  
 

Early in August I drove out to Re-Fuel at Cullompton to  

check on ‘Ernie’ our 1931 Milk Delivery Car which is on  

display in the café area. He is still looking good and 

attracting a lot of comment according to the staff but did  

need a bit of a dusting. 
 

We also attended the Throwleigh Fete to support Pete Gilbert, and the following day went to a new event at 

Merton – ‘Blast From The Past’ organised by Carrieann Moore who previously ran the Vintage Weekends at 

RHS Rosemoor. I say every year that the field used for the Throwleigh Fete must be one of the most 

picturesque venues on the calendar, and with the fine weather it really was looking good this year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were only 3 A7s at Merton, but the event was popular with a good range of cars on show and many 

craft and food stalls. Carrieann is already planning a bigger event for next year and hopefully we can get a 

few more members along to support her. 
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Continued from page 3 

Our final day out was to the Chagford Show which, despite the dire weather forecast, proved to be a really 

enjoyable day. Jan tells me that listening to all the banter between the various A7 characters sat around the 

cars really made her day!! 
 

On the RP restoration front, I decided to leave the problems I am having with the sliding roof and get on with 

something else as I was getting nowhere, only frustrated. The bare interior needed some tidying up as there 

were areas that will remain on view that needed painting and other parts which had been sprayed that needed 

cutting back. That is something I have only done in the past with ‘T’ Cut but I am advised that modern Two 

Pack paint does not respond well to this product. I bought a small quantity of cutting compound in 2 grades 

along with some very fine ‘Wet & Dry’ paper and 2 small sponge pads to fit in an electric drill. With heart in 

mouth I took the wet & dry to areas of quite shiny but orange-peel effect paintwork until it was a uniform dull 

finish. Then gently buffed it with the compound and electric drill and to my relief and surprise ended up with 

shiny and smooth paintwork. A final coat of Auto-Glym polish and whilst by no means perfect, I now have a 

much-improved finish to the interior dashboard.  
 

I also spent a day stripping the 4 speed gearbox. A while ago  

I had fitted the box to Mabel when I was trying to diagnose a  

transmission noise, so I knew that it worked OK. It was 

however rather noisy so best to investigate before getting the  

RP back on the road. To date I have cleaned all the parts and 

found one of the bearings worn so hopefully replacing that will 

sort it out.  
 

I have written a few notes about some mechanical jobs that I  

have been involved with this month and you may find these  

elsewhere in the newsletter or our esteemed editor may have  

held them over for a future edition (or binned them depending on whether I have delivered enough coffee to 

the editor’s desk!!) 
 

Powderham Show Best Club Stand award. -  post script. 

Members will recall that for the past 2 years we have won the ‘Best Club Stand’ award at the Historic Vehicle 

Gathering at Powderham Castle. Following a chat between all those involved with the stand and bearing in 

mind the comments made by the judges, we felt that the one feature that made us stand out was the colourful 

floral display.  
 

That was all down to Bob and Anne Downey who tended all the pots at home, transported them to the show 

and made sure they remained freshly watered over the weekend.  

It seemed only fair therefore that they should hold the Award for this year and after having had it suitably 

engraved, I delivered it to a delighted Bob and Anne earlier this month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A big ‘Thank You’ once again to Bob and Anne 
 

David 
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Zoom Club Night 

A chance to safely catch up with other DA7C members,  

without leaving the comfort of your own home 

Monday 21st September at 7pm 

Spend an hour chatting with like minded A7 enthusiasts over a cuppa. 

The Zoom link will be sent out by e-mail during the week preceding each meeting. 

  

 

 

John Haynes Classic Motor Show 2026 – Austin 7 Specials display  
  

September 6th   

The theme for the above event at the Haynes Motor Museum is Austin 7 Specials. They are looking to 

bring together the following categories: 
  

1. Period home built specials   2. Racing specials    3. Special specials 

4. Newly built specials     5. Touring specials   6. Trials specials  

7. Low volume production specials. 
  

Please register your interest to Keith Selley by email: keithselley@hotmail.co.uk to receive further details as 

available. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is always a great day out  and you can expect all the old favourite events like the family dog show, 

local handicraft and produce tent, bale tossing, tug o’ war, horses, classic cars, vintage machinery, music 

and food and drink etc. 

see www.widecombefair.com for more information. 

 The Devon Austin 7Club will be at the fair, and if you would like to join us, you can book on line at  

https://www.widecombefair.com/vintage  or you will find an  

entry form on the DA7C website. 

 You need to send your application directly to the fair organisers.    

 Please book directly with the fair organisers, but do let David Aylmore know that you are attending, 

 so that he can arrange for the 7s to be parked together.   

David’s contact details are on the back page. 

 

 

 

 

Please Note:  there will not be 
any sheep or cattle at the Fair 

this year due to the blue 
tongue virus.

Widecombe Fair 

Tuesday September 8th 

9am ‘til late 

https://www.widecombefair.com/vintage


  

6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

New Members 

 

We welcome 4 new members to the Devon Austin 7 Club this month, and look forward to meeting them ‘out 

and about’ in the coming months. 

Adrian Gicquel is from Thorveton, and doesn’t have an Austin at the present time. 

 

Peter Hillman from Exmouth owns a 1931 Ulster in red. 

 

Paul Stevens lives in St Austell and owns a blue/black 1930 two seater Boat Tail. 

 

Mark Bamber from Braunton owns a 1936 A7 Ruby Mk 1in blue/black. 

 

 

 

 

SIDMOUTH CLASSIC CAR SHOW 2026 

              Saturday 12th September  

 

 

The Sidmouth Chamber of Commerce with the help of the Crash Box & Classic Car Club of Devon will once 

again hold this popular event on the picturesque Sidmouth Cricket Ground overlooking the sea and close to 

the regency town centre. As usual, there will be live music and refreshments. 

DA7C member Barry Sangster who lives in Sidmouth has kindly suggested that members who would like to 

park together at the show, could meet up at his home from 9.30am, for coffee and croissants,  and drive to 

the showground in convoy. 
 

Once you have your entry confirmed, contact Barry Sangster at marionbarry@icloud.com  if you would like 

to take him up on this offer. 
 

Please Note: This event is now fully booked.  However, you can still go along as a visitor. It 

will be a great day out in a beautiful setting, with plenty of interesting vehicles on show. 

 

 If you have any queries, please contact Mike Lavers. (Show coordinator) on 07970 715438 

  

 

Mark Bamber’s Ruby 

mailto:marionbarry@icloud.com
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PUZZLE PAGE 
by Julie Eddles 

 

QUICK CROSSWORD 
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QUOTE BOX 

Place the letters in each column into the blank boxes below them to spell a quote by Douglas Adams, author of The 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy. 
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Answers on page 15 

ACROSS    DOWN 
  1. Plenty (5)     1. Craftsman (7) 
  4. One more (7)    2. Legal claimant (9) 
  8. Instructs (7)    3. Moral rule(5) 
  9. Foe (5)     4. Away (6) 
10. Act wickedly (3)    5. A stone pillar (7) 
11. State (9)      6. Garden tool (3) 
13. Sounds (6)     7. Fabric (5) 
15. Draw (6)    12. Meddle (9) 
18. Sanctuary (4,5)  14. Improve (7) 
20. Edge (3)   16. Small towns (7) 
21. Look displeased (5) 17. Get retribution (6) 
23. Not anywhere (7)  18. In less peril (5) 
24. Bring ease to (7)  19. Fresher (5) 
25. Tall grasses (5)  22. Grease (3) 

 

DINGBATS 

1.   busines    ………………………………….. 

2.   step  step  pets  …………………………………..  

3.   lang4uage   ………………………………….. 

4.   ohiowa    ………………………………….. 

5.   lifallne    ………………………………….. 
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Benefits of the Club Tool Loan Scheme 

I should start by saying that I do realise it is much easier for me to access the loan tools. However, I was 

recently reminded once again how much time can be saved, and indeed how much easier jobs can be made 

with the use of the correct tools. 

 So maybe a couple of hours to collect a tool, have a chat and cuppa before starting out on a task may be 

time well spent? There is a full list of loan tools in the newsletter each month and if you need anything that is 

not there, we can probably borrow it from another member or contact so don’t hesitate to ask. 

In August I used two tools which I found  

particularly useful. The first is a very simple  

stand that fits in a good-sized bench vice  

and holds a gearbox steady to enable it to  

be worked on. It is not a pretty bit of  

engineering as my welding skills are not  

the best and I used scrap angle iron to  

construct it, but it certainly does work well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I recently also made use of the kit to lift a cylinder head from the block. I was helping John Pine with an 

engine problem (see separate article) which needed the head to come off for the first time in over 20 years. 

Even with the kit, it took some persuasion to lift off but there was no damage to the head, block or studs, so 

well worth the effort. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David. 
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Musings of a Mascot 
 

There seems to have been a fair bit to muse about this month. My human  

and I got in our conventional car and drove all the way ‘oop’ north to  

Cheshire to see his younger brother, wife Elizabeth and their wee  

Chihuahua, Whisper. He seems to have spent most his time sitting on the  

back of the settee to see if there were any cats to bark at. We came back  

to Devon after a few days and settled down.  
 

A few days later, early in the morning, I was taken to the groomers. We go  

about every four or five weeks to keep a good lookout for any hazardous  

grass seeds that may get into my coat. Then we went on a canal holiday  

with David and Sharon and their friend Sandra. We were gone for a week travelling down to Bath  

and back from Hilperton.  
 

My human visited the surgery to have some blood taken and an ECG. The nurses decided that he needs to 

go to the RD&E Hospital to have an angiogram, to check up on the arteries near the heart, as they appear to 

be in need of another operation. 
 

My human and I went in Annie to Throwleigh Fete. It was a typical country fete, with all sorts of fun like three-

legged races, and so on. We took our time getting back as we took a wrong turning and didn’t get back to the 

A 30 dual carriageway. Eventually after a drive through part of Exeter we  got home. 
 

Well folks that’s about it. 
 

Happy Austineering everyone. 
 

With every best wish Max your mascot 

 

Every day is an A7 school day 
 

One of the interesting things about owning and tinkering with A7s is that you never stop learning. 
 

During a recent chat about clutch thrust bearings, I confirmed to a fellow member that the oil dripped down 

the tube on the top of the clutch withdrawal carrier only lubricated the mechanism which allows it to move 

forward and back and wouldn’t do anything to quieten a noisy thrust bearing. That was what I had always 

understood to be the case. 
 

However, before starting work on the gearbox of our RP restoration project, I looked up on-line some old 

articles to refresh my memory of the best way forward. I came across a long exchange of views on the A7 

Friends Forum about the oiling of the clutch thrust bearing and that led me to separate the carrier and bearing 

to investigate further. 
 

Lo and behold, I was wrong – there is a vertical drilling in the  

clutch withdrawal carrier for the oil to reach the front bearing  

cover on which it slides (photo a) but there is also a  

horizontal drilling which feeds oil to the thrust bearing itself.  

(photo b)  This is apparently often blocked and can easily  

be missed. It certainly has been by me up until now. 
 

My apologies to everyone who has listened to my advice in the  

past, but you live and learn. 
 

David. 

 

 
(a)     (b) 
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Out and About 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anne Whellock has been out and about – “7 x Austin 7's (2 x Chummys, 3 x Rubys, 2 x Box Saloons) plus 

an A30, MG, Riley and an Austin 16 enjoyed the monthly gathering at the Rose and Crown, East 
Lambrook, South Somerset.” 

 

Anthony Flewellen had an interesting evening out with the North Devon group –“The North Devon group 

usually go for a run in the evening of the 2nd Wednesday of the month.  The latest outing neatly coincided 

with the recent solar eclipse and the chosen meeting point was the Sandy Lane car park on Braunton 

Burrows.  We all met at about 18:30 and witnessed the event at 19:15. Afterwards, we drove into Braunton 

and spent some time in the beer garden of the London Inn.  Here are some photos from the evening.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Eddie and Julie took their Austin to the 

Torbay Steam Fair. 

Nick Cunningham says – “We nipped to the shops in 

Axminster on Sunday for some last minute barbecue 

supplies to give my brother and two if his children a 

taste of old fashioned motoring. We were spotted by 

Phil who was zooming past in his original patina Ruby. 

The Chummy’s suspension managed the heavy load 

and got us back up the hill towards Membury.” 
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 The Sequel 
 

Continuing July’s account of the misadventures of Jane Austin’s travels to the East 
 

Waking to a new day, looking out of the hotel window and seeing Jane quietly parked under the trees in 

perfect shade, the first priority was breakfast. Full English didn’t come close. Double everything, fresh fruit, 

cereals, rounds of toast, croissants, the lot! 
 

Miraculously, Jane’s faithful little engine did start, but not without some rather odd and disturbing noises. With 

another day of unprecedented heat already in the ascendency, a plan was needed – preferably a cunning 

plan! 

 

So, the emerging plan was to find a local A7 enthusiast who could be prevailed upon to store Jane, while I 

returned to the Shire by rail. But where to find this person. First stop ask David A, fount of all knowledge, 

eminently sensible and able to access anything. 
 

’Give me half an hour or so and I’ll see who I can find’. True to form David rang back to say that unbelievably 

I had deposited myself in an A7 black hole, with no nearby members. David went on to say that he could 

bring up his very whizzy, purpose designed trailer to repatriate Jane to Devon’s green and pleasant land, but 

he was committed to other tasks. Readers will be pleased to learn that David does have a life outside 

Austineering – in fact it is extensive: camping, coast path tramping, exploring abroad, family and more. 

What of the Automobile Association – as the expression goes ‘about as much use as a chocolate teapot’. In 

the unlikely event of David being at a ‘loose end’, the AA would be wise to engage him for their MD. Just 

imagine fleets of yellow Austin 7s nipping around the countryside? 
 

My re-energized mobile phone rang and it was David to say if I didn’t mind waiting until mid-afternoon, he 

would be happy to hitch up and to pop over to near Andover! And so, it was. 
 

It is conceivable that the AA were embarrassed by their own dire performance but readily offered apologies 

and appropriate reasonable compensation for their failures and reimbursed expenses. 
 

Next time I shall revert to travelling West, which has got to be best. 
 

Mike Moore 

 

 

Anyone recognise this DA7C Member? 
 

 

 

  

Some of you may have noticed  that Andrew Titley 

went AWOL during the Powderham weekend in July.   

He did ask permission for leave of absence due to 

commitments with another of his interests - Amateur 

Dramatics. 

Andrew sent this photo, and says, “All wigged and 

miked up ready to go on stage. I wanted to keep the 

wig, knocks years off me. 
 

Note the arm band to cover the Powderham wrist 

band!” 

 

I wouldn’t have recognised you Andy! - Editor 
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A simple job that took a week!! 
John Pine, a good friend and A7 enthusiast called up to say that he couldn’t get his car started after being 

laid up for a couple of years and could I drop by to have a look. I thought a quick check of the fuel and 

ignition systems together with a fully charged battery would sort the problem and leave plenty of time for a 

cuppa and chat. I should have known better!! – That’s not the way A7 jobs usually go.  
 

After the initial checks, the car started but sounded horrible and was firing on 2 cylinders at the most. A few 

more checks and tried again. This time she would not fire up but there was an enormous backfire – plenty 

of fuel and spark then, but obviously not at the right time!! 
 

John assured me that the engine had not been worked on so there was no possibility of the timing being a 

long way out. However, just for my peace of mind I took out No.1 plug, held my thumb over the hole while 

turning the engine over by hand to find TDC. We never got there as there was absolutely no compression 

on No.1 cylinder. John had a compression tester, so we check all 4 pots. 75psi on 3 & 4, Zero on 1 & 2. – 

interesting! 
 

The car had been used as wedding transport and was driven into the garage so this didn’t make sense but 

there was only one way forward, the head had to come off. My guess was a stuck valve, but on 2 cylinders? 
  

The head had not been off for around 20 years, so it did put up a struggle but with the help of the kit from 

the Clubs Tool Loan Scheme box, it gave up eventually and sure enough the inlet valves on No1 & 2 were 

both stuck wide open. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I left John to clean the head, block & pistons and returned after a few days with more tools & spares. The 

valves were stuck solid and it took quite a bit of gentle work to free them. John had some replacements and 

it was good to find that there was no wear in the valve guides. The springs were in good shape, but I was 

surprised to find that one of the cotters had split apart. 

 

Continued on page 13 
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      I have worked on a few engines, but this was a new one on me. I 

      wonder whether this failure could have led to the valve sticking or 

      conversely, did the extra pressure needed to force the corroded 

      valve up split the cotter?. We will never know. 
 

      Replacements were found, the valves lapped in, tappets adjusted 

      and once everything was cleaned, we fitted a new head gasket 

      and tightened everything up. 
 

Pleased to say she fired up straight away and not surprisingly sounded much happier. John has torqued the 

head down a couple of times (18 ft lb’s) and has driven out to the shops, so I am pleased to say that all 

appears to be well.  
 

Thinking this problem through, I can only guess that the valves must have been starting to stick when the car 

was last driven. Parking it up and leaving it standing allowed some condensation/corrosion to finally seize 

them and when the engine was first turned over, the valves were forced open and jammed too hard for the 

springs to return them to the closed position. If there is a lesson to be learnt it is probably that if your car is 

laid up for a while, try to turn the engine over every few weeks, even if it is just on the handle. 
  

That reminds me – Ernie, our Milk Delivery Car has been on display at Re-Fuel for almost a year now and I 

drained all the oil out!! – Oh dear – I had better stop by, have a coffee and give the handle a quick turn. 

Fingers crossed! 
 

David. 

 
 
Alan’s Many Car Issues 
 

I expect many in the club and the small North Devon group, will be used to my saloon (RN) breaking 

down rather too often. The 22 FZ carb is certainly part to blame.  I thought I had it right, and for the Braunton 

Wheels it was better, in that I made it there under my own steam, and didn’t need a tow this year. 
 

On the  local group run in early July it went reasonably well, but I left the Abbotsham Thatch a bit early and 

made it home quite well. However, Geoff Blight was called on to remove an oily deposit - I suspect where my 

car was parked. Next day I inspected engine and found some oily deposit on the driver’s side of the  engine. 

It  wiped off easily and the oil level by dipstick was fine. No loss there. I am hoping to do a few runs with the 

current block to crankcase gasket but monitor oil leak. Of course, it may not have been my car that leaked at 

Abbotsham. Well Braunton Wheels was a nice venue - one of the cooler  days but it remained dry. 
 

After Braunton Wheels I inspected the engine again and there was hardly any on either side of engine. It 

could possibly be the bad language used when I found the battery had burst.! I managed to get one for 

Braunton. So, Chinese 6V coils are to be avoided. The Chinese coil is half the weight of the "Remax" one. 

This latter coil is made in UK. 
 

I have had similar trouble with the Land Rover classic Defender, now on 125 K mileage. I twice had major 

gearbox failure and  alarm unstoppable in Barnstaple car park, that was really embarrassing!  However, at 

Braunton, my heart went out to the lovely Dolomite sprint. My batchelor car was a deep Blue late Mk1. I loved 

that car too, but when family grew to 2 children, push chair and infant paraphernalia, luggage and  a Labrador 

tucked under SWMBO's feet you realise you need a bigger steed. So, the message is buy British 

whenever possible. 
 

Alan Bosley 
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Devon A7 Club Clothing Range 

  

 

 

Polo Shirt,  
17 Colours available. £20 
  

Sweat Shirt,  
13 Colours available. £24 
  

Soft Shell Jacket,  
3 Colours available.  £35 
  

T. Shirt,  
12 colours available.  £19 
  

Baseball Style Cap,  
11 colours available  £16 
  

 

All clothing items are available from our  

On-Line Shop.   

Ordering is very simple - go to: 

https://theofficeway.com/pages/devon-austinseven22922/ 

or  

on the Devon A7 Club Website:-  

www.devon.sevens.co.uk  
  

Choose your garment/size & colour.  

Pay in the same way as with any other on-line purchase.  

Delivery is direct to your home address. 

  

 Mechanical help and advice for Devon A7 Club members. 
If you need help with your car, whether it's a chat over the phone or someone to come and have a look at 

the problem, contact one of the knowledgeable members listed below. They will undoubtedly be able to 

help, but if they can't, they will certainly be able to put you in touch with someone who can.  

 

Whether you are a new member or have owned an A7 for years, we all need help sometimes, so don't  

struggle with a problem, help is at hand. 
 

Philip Burrow    Copplestone.   07870969620 

Richard Bishop    Exeter    01392 439916 

Pete Gilbert    Throwleigh   07879 483529 

Nick Borst-Smith   Crediton   07809 568120 

John Turley    Wells, Somerset  01749 675475 

Chris Hartnoll    Brayford.   01598 710295 

David Aylmore   Newton Abbot  01626 852259 

Philip Snell    Axminster   07833 620763  
  

Please note that any advice given is on a friendly, informal basis only and no liability for loss or damage can 

be accepted. 
 

Members Tool Loan Scheme. 
Any Club Member can ask to borrow one or more tools free of charge. There will be a refundable deposit of 

£20 to be paid, in cash if the tools are collected, or by BACS to the Club Bank Account if they are to be  

posted. The cost of postage to be met by the Club Member.
 

Request for any tool can be sent by e-mail or by telephone to David Aylmore, (details on back page) 

 

These are the tools that are available: - 

  

Brake shoe adjustment gauge.     Clutch alignment tool. 

Clutch plate riveting anvil.      Cylinder Head & Block core plug punches. 

Flywheel fitting spacer.      Front main bearing removal jig. 

Guide for drilling out broken cylinder head stud.   Tool for removing rear spring bolt. 

Tool for drifting front main bearing onto crankshaft.  Wheel bearing drifts. 

Tool for drifting rear main bearings onto crankshaft.  King Pin reamer. 

Stud removal socket set.      Tapley Brake Test Meter 

Engine lifting rig using 2 x spark plug threads (14mm & 18mm available) 

Note this tool can also be used to lift a ‘stuck’ cylinder head from the engine block 

Tool for removing studs from the engine block or crankcase 

‘C’ spanner for the Torque Tube & one for the Steering Box. 

Use of 2-post power lift in Mid Devon -contact Laurence Peters on 07977 783349 for more details. 
 

If the tool you need is not listed, please just ask, as we can probably find it for you. 

https://theofficeway.com/pages/devon-austinseven22922/
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2026 Events 

  

The following list of events is for information only and implies no recommendation from the Devon 

Austin Seven Club. Before entering any event, members should ensure that they have read the 

terms and conditions on the entry form and are willing to comply with them. 
  

  Club Events 

 

Tues. Sept. 8th  Widecombe Fair - details on page 5.  
 

Sat. Sept. 12th   Sidmouth Classic Car Show - details on page 6. 
 

Other Events 
 

Sun. Aug. 30th  Re-Fuel Revival.  See Re-Fuel website for details - www.re-fuel.co.uk 
  

Sun. Aug. 30th   Seaton Carnival Committee Classic Vehicle Show on Seaton Esplanade,  

10am - 5pm. 

    Details form June Millman on 01297 599625, e-mail: june.m@talktalk.net 
 

 

Sun. Sept. 6th   John Haynes Classic Motor Show - Austin 7 Specials display.  See page 5. 
 

Sun. Sept. 6th   Austin 10 Drivers Club at Hestercombe House, Taunton. All Austins welcome. 

    See www.austintendriversclub.com for more details. 
 

Sun. Sept. 27th   End of Season Rally at Lady Mile Holiday Park Dawlish with The Crashbox  
    Club - contact Mike Fenner 01626332747. 
 

Sun. Sept. 27th   Classics Day at Re-Fuel, details on their website - www.re-fuel.co.uk 
 

 

  
 
  

  

 

  

  

 

Regular Monthly Meetings 
 

2nd Wednesday  The North Devon A7 Group have an evening run out or visit in the North Devon 

area.   If you would like to join them please contact Chris Hartnoll on 

chartnoll@icloud.com  
  

3rd Monday 7pm.    Members Zoom meetings – see page 5. 
  

3rd Wednesday  Somerset Seveners meet at the Rose and Crown, East Lambrook, TA13 5HF.

    Evening meeting for the summer, 7pm or thereabouts.   

Contact Anne Whellock  on  01460 66434 for more details. 

  

Answers to Puzzle Page 7 
 

QUICK CROSSWORD 
ACROSS 
1.Ample  4.Another  8.Teaches  9.Enemy  10.Sin  11.Condition  13.Noises  15.Sketch  18.Safe haven  20.Rim  
21.Frown  23.Nowhere  24.Relieve  25.reeds 
DOWN 
1.Artisan  2.Plaintiff  3.Ethic  4.Absent  5.Obelisk  6.Hoe  7.Rayon  12.Interfere  14.Enhance  16.Hamlets  17.Avenge  
18.Safer  19.Newer  22.Oil  
 
DINGBATS 
1. Unfinished business 
2. Two steps forward one step back. 
3. Foreign language. 
4. United states 
5. Fall in line. 
 
QUOTE BOX 
I refuse to answer that question on the grounds that I don’t know the answers 

 

mailto:june.m@talktalk.net
http://www.austintendriversclub.com/
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For Sale and Wanted 
  

  

For Sale  

Complete 1936 Ruby rolling chassis with a  

1935 engine and what appears to be a  

3 speed gearbox.  
  

I have only seen photos, but it looks to be  

in good order and is owned by a long 

standing A7 enthusiast based in  

Weston-S-Mare. No V5C but chassis  

number is clearly visible.  
  

Offers over £1000 invited.  
  

Contact David Aylmore for more  

information. Details on the back page. 

  

 

For Sale 
 

Austin 7 Special. 

Quality build, nicely finished. 

A Fun Drive! 

Full 12v conversion, with indicators. 

Five new tyres. 

Will be at Haynes Specials Meet on 6th September, unless sold prior. 
 

Simon, Axminster. 07904 056111  
 

Guide Price £7250 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanted 

New member Delilah is looking for a windscreen opening handle and a window winder for an RP. 

E-mail Delilah at: delilahpix12@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

mailto:delilahpix12@gmail.com
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For Sales and Wants cont. 
 

Available for a donation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All 3 books are in good condition.  

The owner would just like a donation to St Luke’s Hospice in Plymouth. 

Please contact David Aylmore – details on back page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2026 Newsletter 
  

Please send your letters, comments, articles and photos to devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk  or by post to Janet 

Aylmore, Corner Cottage, Ideford, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ13 0BG.  
  

Copy for inclusion in the October 2026 issue should be with me by Wednesday September 16th 2026 and 

the  newsletter will be distributed on or before Wednesday 23rd. 
  

To avoid any possible problems with copyright, please confirm, when sending in articles, photo’s diagrams, 

maps etc, that they are free from any copyright restrictions. For information, the copyright remains with the 

originator of any photos etc for 50 years and the originator’s permission is required before they can legally be 

reproduced or distributed. Within the very friendly A7 world, there is generally not a problem, so long as the 

originators copyright is acknowledge but I need to be made aware of the situation before publishing. 
  

Many thanks.  Ed. 

Newsletter Editor:  
  

Janet Aylmore - South Devon,  

Tel: 01626 852259 

E-mail: devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

The views expressed in this newsletter are those 

of the writers and not necessarily those of the 

Editor or the Devon Austin Seven Club. Whilst 

every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of 

the technical advice and information, the Club 

and its officers accept no liability for loss, 

damage or injury from persons acting upon the 

advice or information given in this publication. 

Austin 7 related items Wanted’ or ‘For Sale’ can be advertised in Devon Sevens free of charge. 

Items will be removed from the listings after 3 months 

unless you have notified me that you would like the advert to continue. 

mailto:devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk
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The password you need to access the ‘Club Members’ section was 

included in the e-mail accompanying this newsletter. In this section 

you will find the Members Map, Tool Loan Scheme, On-Line shop 

for club clothing and the Committee Meeting Minutes. 

  

 

Keeping in touch with the Devon Austin 7 Club 
  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

You can also access the club’s website including membership application forms  

using this QR code - just scan the code and it will take you directly to the website. 

  

 
 

You can also have a look at our Facebook page where you can share A7 stories with other  enthusiasts, ask 

for advice or just see what others are doing with their Sevens - Devon Austin Seven Club. 

  

 

  

                                             

  

 

For details of upcoming events, news, club regalia, 

history of the club, photo gallery and much more visit 

the website - www. devonsevens.co.uk. 

 

DA7C badges for sale:   
 

Car Badge. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Embroidered Badge. 
 

  

Lapel Badge. 
 

 

 All badges can be purchased by contacting Steve Wise by phone or e-mail or can be collected from any 

club event.  Contact details are on the back page. 

 

 

 

Devon A7 Club WhatsApp group. If you have not used WhatsApp on your  

mobile phone before, it is a very useful, quick and easy way to pass a  

message to a group of people. If you were, for instance, thinking of taking your 

A7 out for a run and fancied some company, a quick message on the group could 

well attract some local members to join you. There is no sign up, cost or ‘spam’ 

involved so if you would like to join, just use this QR code, or email  

Steve Wise (contact details on back page). 

 

  

  

 
There is a choice of 2 styles of Car Badge. Both have the same Green & White motif with 
black lettering. 
  

1. A small windscreen self adhesive badge which is ideal for a “Modern” if space for a 
larger   external badge is not available. - £1 each 

  

2. A high quality Chrome & Enamel external badge as shown in the Illustration.  
          £18.50 each inc. postage. 
  

 
We also have a very smart embroidered club badge available. It is 3 1/4” (80mm) in 

diameter and is, as shown in the picture, very similar in design to the car badge.  
  

Cost is £3.50 (plus 50p postage) 

  

 

These metal badges measure 25mm diameter, and the cost is a very reasonable  

£2.25 inc. postage. 
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Devon Austin 7 Club - Officers & Committee members 2026/2027 
 

Chairman:       Secretary & Safeguarding Officer: 

Viv Gale  - North Devon,  Tel: 07890 471973  Adele Selley - Plymouth, Tel:07960 490871  
E-mail: vivgale6@gmail.com    E-mail: secdevona7@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:   Car Identification Number Registrar: 

 Steve Wise - South Devon, Tel: 07739 986998  Nick Borst-Smith - Mid Devon, Tel: 07809 568120 

 E-mail: s.r.wise@outlook.com     E-mail: registrar.devona7@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A7 Assoc. Rep:      Events Secretary:  

Michael Tabeart  - East Devon, Tel: 01297 624208  Keith Selley - Plymouth, Tel: 07960 490869 
or 07523 055291  E-mail: mttabeart@gmail.com  E-mail: keithselley@hotmail.co.uk 
                             

 

  

 

 

DVLA Rep:       Committee Member: 

David Aylmore - South Devon, Tel: 01626 852259 Jude Zebedee - East Devon, Tel: 07944 602211  
E-Mail: devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk   E-mail: judezebedee@gmail.com 
  

 

  

 

 

FBHVC Rep:       Committee Member: 

John Turley - Mendip Hills, Tel: 01749 675475    Mike Moore - East Devon, Tel:01460 220885 
E-mail: john@priddyfolk.co.uk    E-mail: mike@mgmoore.co.uk  
  

 

 

 

If you need to know a Committee Member’s postal address, please feel free to give them a call. 
  

 

mailto:secdevona7@gmail.com
mailto:s.r.wise@outlook.com
mailto:devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:john@priddyfolk.co.uk
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