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Chairman’s Chat 
 

My Grandson would say that the event at Powderham was COOL and 
in his meaning of the word  it was but as far as the climate was  
concerned it was very HOT! 
 

It took me 2 ½ hours to drive down form North Devon and a hot 2 ½ 
hours to drive home. I drove with the windscreen open and whilst that  
helped it did result in sore and blood shot eyes from the dust in the air. 
 

I enjoyed the event but like many others I had to pace myself by taking twenty minutes looking around the 
show followed by a short time in the shade. I felt particularly sorry for the traction drivers who suffered the 
heat from their machines on top of the ambient temperature. 
 

Sunday was 'Sea Sunday' when we commemorate seafarers and so I was playing in the brass band at the 
service at Clovelly harbour in the morning and Hartland Quay in the evening. This meant I was not there 
when, once again, the club won the prize for the best stand.  Congratulations and thanks are due to all those 
who helped set up our prizewinning display. 
 

As I mentioned at this year’s club AGM the time has come for me to hang up my Austin Seven spurs so at 
the end of this Newsletter you will find an advertisement for my Austin Seven. When it is sold it will be the 
end of an era for me which began in 1959 when I passed my driving test in a similar Ruby. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meanwhile there are a number of events still to attend this summer, and I hope to be at Chagford in August. 
Please keep an eye out for forthcoming events on the club’s website, Facebook and WhatsApp . 
 

Viv Gale 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Captions please! 
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Davids Diary 
 

On Father’s Day, whilst other members were bravely tackling the N. York Moors (see Jude’s report on page 

9), Jan and I went just a few miles to Ullacombe Farm Nr. Bovey Tracey. We had intended just to have a drive 

out and meet our son and his family, but when we arrived, we were directed to join the Torbay Old Wheels 

Classic car display and were given a very warm welcome. In fact, there was another A7 Club member there 

as well, but he had brought his Daimler!!  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Later in the month we went to the Coldridge Show. It was our first visit, and we really enjoyed the day. It is 

only held every other year and is a very traditional Devon Country Village Fete with all the usual attractions. 

On the drive up I felt that there was something amiss with the steering and despite playing with the tyre 

pressures and swapping wheels around I couldn’t improve it. In the end I found that there was just a little play 

in the end cap on the steering link rod. The hole for the fixing bolt appears to have worn oval allowing the cap 

to move when under steering pressure. I have just tightened it up for the moment but will need to do a more 

permanent repair in due course. 
 

Members will not be surprised to hear that this month has been dominated by the Historic Vehicle Gathering 

at Powderham Castle. The preparations for this event always take a while, but with the delay in obtaining all 

the tickets, this year was particularly stressful. There was a bright side however as I had a very enjoyable 

drive up to N. Devon in Mabel, our ’34 AH Tourer for the ‘All Things Morris’ event and stopped off on the way 

up and back to drop off Powderham tickets to several members rather than trust the post. That was a round 

trip of 180 miles. Hood down all the way and no serious problems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Things Morris, Ilfracombe 
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David’s Diary cont. 
 

I did however have to eat my words on one evening. We stayed overnight in Mortehoe and while Jan was 

shopping in Woolacombe, I sat in the car acknowledging all the usual smiles and requests for photos, and 

answered one questioner saying  “ no, we have no trouble getting around, in fact she will sail up Mortehoe 

Hill without any problem”. (For those who don’t know, Mortehoe Hill is a long narrow half mile climb with some 

1 in 4 sections.) Shopping completed we sailed along the seafront and started up the hill in fine form. Traffic 

was heavy in both directions, and on the first steep section, the engine spluttered to a halt!!! – Great. Luckily 

everyone managed to shuffle round to let me roll back into a driveway. The carburettor jets were extracted, 

cleaned and replaced and all was well. We restarted the climb and on the steepest section were cheered on 

by a couple of walkers who had passed us while stopped – that made their day and somewhat saved my 

blushes. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I write this, I am planning to go to the Lapford Vintage Rally on Saturday 18th and will hopefully see a 

few others there. 
 

David. 

A few photos from Powderham , see 

more on the front cover. 
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If you want to become part of our classic car display and enjoy a traditional village fete with one of the best 

views in Devon, then Throwleigh is the place to be on Saturday August 16th. 
  

Cars to be on site by 1.30pm, finishing at  approx. 4.00pm.  
  

The Hall is at EX20 2JA or you can park your car and trailer at Chippings Car Park (EX20 2QF) 

and drive a short distance to the fete. 
  

I would appreciate you letting me know if you are coming. 
  

Please contact Pete Gilbert on 07879 483529 or email pete.gilbert@btinternet.com. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Zoom Club Night 

A chance to safely catch up with other DA7C members,  

without leaving the comfort of your own home 

Monday 17th August at 7pm 

Spend an hour chatting with like minded A7 enthusiasts over a cuppa. 

The Zoom link will be sent out by e-mail during the week preceding each meeting. 

  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Haynes Classic Motor Show 2026 – Austin 7 Specials display  
  

September 6th   

The theme for the above event at the Haynes Motor Museum is Austin 7 Specials. They are looking to 

bring together the following categories: 
  

1. Period home built specials   2. Racing specials    3. Special specials 

4. Newly built specials     5. Touring specials   6. Trials specials  

7. Low volume production specials. 
  

Please register your interest to Keith Selley by email: keithselley@hotmail.co.uk to receive further details as 

available. 

  

 

Merton Car Show, Blast from the Past 
 

Sunday August 16th, 10am -2pm Clinton Hall, Merton 
 

Iconic cars from the golden age of motoring * Entertainment * Food * Drink 
 

If you are going, please let Carrieann know that you are a Devon Sevens member - 

iamcarrieann29@gmail.com 

 

Throwleigh Village Fete 

Throwleigh Village Hall, EX20 2JA 

Saturday August 15th 

2pm - 4pm 

 

 

mailto:pete.gilbert@btinternet.com
mailto:iamcarrieann29@gmail.com
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SIDMOUTH CLASSIC CAR SHOW 2026 

              Saturday 12th September  

 

The Sidmouth Chamber of Commerce with the help of the Crash Box & Classic Car Club of Devon will once 

again hold this popular event on the picturesque Sidmouth Cricket Ground overlooking the sea and close to 

the regency town centre. As usual, there will be live music and refreshments. 

DA7C member Barry Sangster who lives in Sidmouth has kindly suggested that members who would like to 

park together at the show, could meet up at his home from 9.30am, for coffee and croissants,  and drive to 

the showground in convoy. 
 

Once you have your entry confirmed, contact Barry Sangster at marionbarry@icloud.com  if you would like 

to take him up on this offer. 
 

Please Note: This event is now fully booked.  However, you can still go along as a visitor. It 

will be a great day out in a beautiful setting, with plenty of interesting vehicles on show. 

 

 If you have any queries, please contact Mike Lavers. (Show coordinator) on 07970 715438 

  

 

 

  

 

 

This is always a great day out  and you can expect all the old favourite events like the family dog show, 

local handicraft and produce tent, bale tossing, tug o’ war, sheep, cattle and horses, classic cars, vintage           

machinery, music and food and drink etc. 

see www.widecombefair.com for more information. 

 The Devon Austin 7Club will be at the fair, and if you would like to join us, you can book on line at  

https://www.widecombefair.com/vintage  or you will find an  

entry form on the DA7C website. 

 You need to send your application directly to the fair organisers.    

 Please book directly with the fair organisers, but do let David Aylmore know that you are attending, 

 so that he can arrange for the 7s to be parked together.   

David’s contact details are on the back page. 

Widecombe Fair 

Tuesday September 8th 

9am ‘til late 

 

mailto:marionbarry@icloud.com
https://www.widecombefair.com/vintage
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 PUZZLE PAGE 

by Julie Eddles 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD 

 
 ACROSS                     
1.  Little Richard wealthy  
3.  Arranges bets to win a container for rubbish (5,3) 
9.  Breaking red vase is detrimental (7) 
10.  Iris root inside for risks (5) 
11.  . . . if your favourite isn’t available (6,6) 
13.  Agrees to be used as a lubricant (6) 
15.  Encourage trophy for tableware (6) 
17.  Small-minded person in authority at sea? (5,7) 
20.  Some developers run away secretly (5) 
21.  Porch, with support, I could put in! (7) 
22.  Government department at Surrey ground (8) 
23.  Prices charged in coffee shops (4) 

 

DOWN 
1.  Dogs and rain damaged traffic sign (4,4) 
2. Of citizens in Medici Victoria (5) 
4. Cagney destroyed business (6)  
5. Ought RAF hero to play in street? (12) 
6. Translated braccio as ‘penniless (7) 
7. Rudely curious about Sony product (4) 
8. Dishevelled Trent deserts fashion leaders (12) 
12. Turning up among ours, is unfortunately a fake (8) 
14. Poor Eeyore’s not nice to look at! (7) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ANAGRAMS 
 

Each of the following is an anagram of a model of a Ford car. 

 
1. RISQUE    ………………………………………………………………. 

2. COSTER    ………………………………………………………………. 

3. CAT NOIR    ………………………………………………………………. 

4. SEA FIT    ………………………………………………………………. 

5. TUGS MAN    ………………………………………………………………. 

6. RANG ADA    ………………………………………………………………. 

 

1 
 

 2 
 

  3 
 

4 
 

 5 
 

 6 
 

 7 
 

    8 
 

        

9 
 

       10 
 

    

             

11 
 

            

            12 
 

13 
 

 14 
 

    15 
 

     

      16 
 

      

 17 
 

        18   

19 
 

            

20      21 
 

      

             

22         23 
 

   

QUADRUPICS 

Select the word with the correct definition from the four choices. 

1. NEBULOUS   (a) Small     (b) Hazy   (c) Slinky    (d) Sneaky 

2. BRASSARD  (a) Candlestick (b) Corset   (c) Lizard    (d) Armour plate  

3. HYPERBOLE   (a) Mournful     (b) Thunder   (c) Raised    (d) Exaggeration 

4. LING   (a) Fish         (b) Road  (c) Heather    (d) Accent 

5. ESCADRILLE    (a) Practice     (b) Flotilla   (c) Disturbance  (d) Sandal 

6. PRIG   (a) Puritan     (b) Twig  (c) Show off    (d) Decoration 

7. METTLE   (a) Lead     (b) Meddle  (c) Courage    (d) Clamp 

 

 

- 

 

 

16. Coin for police office (6) 

18. Rebuke kept out of sight in church (5) 

19. Nuisance engaged in envelope stuffing (4) 

Answers on page 18 
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Musings of a mascot 
 

I think there is a fair bit to muse upon this month. Firstly, there was 

the Coldridge Fete on 27th June which we would have gone to but  

we didn’t yet have Annie back with us after our accident, so, we  

obviously didn’t go. But we were reunited with Annie on 1st July  

when my human’s son George drove us down to Isle Brewers  

and Tim Whellock’s garage. This is the first photo of us with Annie 

after she had been restored. Once reunited we drove nearly home  

to The Ship in Axmouth, where we had lunch. Then on Thursday  

2nd July Annie took me and my human to The Diggers Rest where 

we had another pub lunch. I notice my human seems to have lots  

of pub lunches which are all very well for him, but I get very little if  

anything from my human’s plate. But I guess the great excitement  

was the next weekend when we had our annual pilgrimage to  

Powderham Castle, for the weekend. In past years my human has 

helped set up the club stand but he didn’t do so this year, which 

was a bit of a shame as he didn’t contribute to the club stand, other 

than being there on Saturday and Sunday. Once again the club  

won best club stand at Powderham. No doubt the lovely flowers supplied by Bob and Ann made a significantly 

positive contribution. I had a great time mingling with lots of the members and doing my mascotly duties…most 

members seem to know that I am the mascot and so it wasn’t really necessary to wear my tabard which would 

have been very hot in the current weather. So that’s about it this month. 
 

It remains for me to wish you all happy Austineering  as the season continues. 
 

With every best wish, 
 

Max the mascot 

 

  New Members 
 

 
 
We welcome 5 new members to the Devon A7 Club this month, and look forward to seeing them out and  

about at future events: 
 

٠Nicholas Connett lives in Plymouth and owns a 1931 A7 RM in black. Nicholas has                                    

owned the car for about a month and is enjoying the finer points of getting the car                                    

running and sorting out the ever increasing ‘to do’ list. 

 
 
 

٠James Llewellyn lives in Exminster and owns a  

1934 RP Box Saloon in beige/yellow. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

٠Delilah Drew lives in Honiton and is the proud owner of an A7 RP Box Saloon in dark green. 
 

٠Simon Ellis lives in Umberleigh, but doesn’t owmn an A7 at the moment. 
 

٠Raymond Horne from Tiverton is the owner of a blue Standard Vanguard, and will be looking for an A7 soon. 
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Adventures “Up North” 
“Go to Beamish!”, they said. “It’ll be fun!”, they said. What no one mentioned was that you are not supposed to 

drive there from Devon, do the Reliability Run and then drive back in a 97 year old car. 
 

Well, to be fair, they probably did, but as you all know by now, I am not a great one for following sage advice 

honed by years of wisdom and expertise. That is what led me, a complete vintage car novice with zero knowledge 

of mechanics, to buy possibly the most tricky of A7s to drive. 
 

Still, having taken Gladys to the wonderful Robin Edmond to have her nipples greased and her brakes freed 

(they were properly welded on!!), we set off early on the morning of Tuesday 16th June with our usual mix of 

sheer ignorance and blind optimism (and the AA on speed dial!). 
 

Despite the heat, we made it to the Cotswolds that day to stay with friends. The following day was a shorter one, 

to other friends in Rutland. 
 

The following morning, we encountered a slight glitch. Gladys wouldn’t start and something felt wrong. We dug 

my friends’ teenage son out of bed to give us a push start, but as soon as we got going, I knew there was a 

problem. The engine was screaming, and when I took my foot off the accelerator nothing changed. Two miles 

later (by now knowing the true meaning of driving at full throttle!) I did a handbrake turn into a side road and 

quickly shut off the engine. Looking under the bonnet, I could see that the flap thingy by the carburettor (I told 

you I wasn’t technical!) was stuck up, which even I knew wasn’t right. I tried to poke it down, but it wouldn’t move 

and I am always afraid of breaking things. Luckily, my friend knew a local mechanic, who was delighted to come 

and have a look. He poked the flap a bit harder and wiggled the accelerator cable and normality was restored. 

Leaving my friend with money to buy him a bottle of wine, we set off once again. 
 

That day we crossed the Humber Bridge into Yorkshire and arrived in Beverley, which was such a nice town that 

I decided to stay. Unfortunately, parking is a rare thing in the town centre, even for a tiny A7, so Gladys spent 

the night in a nearby carpark, whilst I sought accommodation and refreshment in a nearby pub. 
 

The next day, having passed through the fabulously named Wetwang, we skirted the Howardian Hills and 

descended Sutton Bank to Thirsk. After a bit of an unexplained blip in Northallerton, where two lovely policemen 

delayed their lunch break to make sure I got going again, we continued north to Chester-Le-Street, where I 

waved at the static traffic on the nearby M1. 
 

Saturday was a day off, but we had to visit the Angel of the North, cheekily driving onto a footpath to get the best 

photo. 
 

The day of the Beamish Reliability Run dawned bright and clear. No need for the gloves and hat I had brought 

in anticipation of the Yorkshire weather. I was joined by my friend Jane, who was on holiday nearby and had 

offered to come and navigate for me….and I was glad she had! I don’t think you could do it alone. Jane had only 

had her first spin in a vintage car when I took her out in Gladys the previous week, so it was a case of the blind 

leading the blind! 
 

The start of the run seemed relatively easy, cruising through the countryside of County Durham, making regular 

stops to let all the faster cars and bikes get past us. Then things started getting a bit trickier. Every time we 

looked at a ridiculously steep hill in the distance, we said “I hope we’re not going up that!!” Of course, we were….. 
 

The Stang was our first big challenge, but we had plenty of time to admire the scenery as we waited for the 

boiling radiator to calm down. I discovered that the time it takes to roll and smoke a cigarette appears to be the 

optimal cooling time for an engine! Buttertubs Pass came next, which had been newly resurfaced. I knew that if 

we were to stop at any point, we would never get going again on the fine gravel, but somehow, whilst holding 

our breath, we made it over the top. 
 

The lunch break at Bainbridge couldn’t have come soon enough and it was great to see Doug and Steph 

Whittlestone taking a break from their holiday to cheer us on. I just about caught a glimpse of the back of Andy 

Grabham’s head as he set off again, having arrived an hour before! Being one of the last to arrive, we missed 

a chance to get a good look at the veteran car rally on the adjacent green, but at least we were allowed to get 

going again a bit earlier than scheduled. 
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Adventures “Up North” continued 

After lunch we met our nemesis…..Askrigg Hill. I don’t know whether it was the E10 we had put in at Bainbridge, 

or just that Gladys was tired after lunch, but I just couldn’t get up that bloomin’ hill. Jane jumped out, I reversed 

back down and had a second go, but Gladys wasn’t having it. She was boiling over and there was smoke coming 

from somewhere (gears??), so when the marshall came over and said “Do you want a push?” there was only 

one answer. When he told me that I would be docked 5 points, I told him that, at this point in the game, I really 

didn’t give a monkeys!! 
 

Once over Askrigg Hill we made our way through the rest of the course, sailing up the hairpins of Silver Hill, 

slogging up the longer hills and regretting the fact that we didn’t have time to stop at the Tan Hill Inn for a pint. 

The afternoon was even longer than the morning and, when I saw a van behind us displaying the sign “Course 

Marshall”, I knew we were the last home. Unlike everyone else, I had actually read the rules, which said that, if 

you were to get back to Beamish after 6pm, head straight home as the final checkpoint would be closed. We 

were within half a mile of the Beamish gates at 6.30pm, so decided to turn right and return to the pub where I 

was staying. The following week I received an email telling me that we were considered non-finishers, but after 

an explanation from me and a persuasive phone call to the organisers from Andy Grabham, I am pleased to say 

that Gladys, Jane and I completed our first ever Reliability Run. 
 

After a much needed day off on the Monday, Gladys and I set out for home, making it to Lincoln on Day one, 

Malmesbury on Day 2 and home by midday on Day 3, without the need for the AA! 
 

All in all, it was a fabulous experience, and certainly a challenge (especially the hairpin descents), but after 10 

days together, Gladys and I were certainly happy to have a few days apart! A trip to Ireland might be a gentler 

option for next year…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jude Zebedee 
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A guide to The Austin Seven Clubs’ Association 

 

  

 

 

What the Association does.  

- Promotes co-operation between clubs and groups that have an active interest in the pre-war Austin Sevens.  
 

- Provides a national body to represent and protect those interests.  
 

Who owns and manages the Association?  

- The A7CA is owned and directed by the member clubs, and it is they who decide what the Association does         

and how it raises and spends money.  
 

-The A7CA is managed by a small team of Officers.  
 

- Officers are appointed by the clubs at the AGM each year.  
 

-The officers of the Association guide and advise but decision-making is made only by the member clubs - not 

the officers - at quarterly business meetings, usually on a one club-one vote basis.  
 

What does the A7CA spend money on?  

-The maintenance and improvement of the Austin Seven Archive, which contains thousands of fascinating A7-

related documents, photographs, and items is a major undertaking that is of benefit to a worldwide audience.  
 

- Conserving and storing items in the Austin Seven Archive and increasing the quantity that is available to view 

online is a long-term project. The A7CA clubs and their members can be justifiably proud of their  

contribution to its existence and work.  
 

-The very popular Association Magazine [the Grey Mag], produced quarterly since 1970, provides an extensive 

reference library for thousands of enthusiasts in their own home, for a very modest cost.  
 

What benefits come with club membership to the Association?  

- A7CA maintains and publishes the list of clubs worldwide and is a gateway for membership enquiries to those 

clubs.  
 

-The Association pays for a public liability insurance policy tailored to suit the car clubs and their 

management. It covers many of the normal things expected from this type of insurance, alongside more 

specialist activities that clubs may undertake or be involved in. The policy is sent annually by A7CA to the clubs 

so they can check they have sufficient cover. 
 

 -A7CA maintains the Chassis Register of surviving Austin Sevens – a very popular facility that receives a large 

amount of annual website traffic from those seeking details about their Sevens or registering detail of cars they 

have acquired.  
 

-The Association undertakes collaborative projects such as the preservation and rehoming of the Jack French 

garage and the current work to commemorate the memory of Stanley Edge, who assisted Sir Herbert Austin in 

designing the Austin Seven.  
 

-There surely can be no better recent example of a collaborative project than that fantastic, world-class, award-

winning Austin Seven Centenary celebration week in 2022 that took years of planning under the inspiration 

and direction of the A7CA. Without the Association it would never have happened. 
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A guide to the Austin Seven Club’s Association cont. 
 

- A7CA is currently managing the creation of an online record of the 2022 Centenary Event which we expect 

to launch later this year. It will be a great read and give some valuable insights to the future generation of 

organisers of the second centenary event in 2122!  
 

-Pulling together on a smaller scale but still for a superb result, the A7CA club members voted in 2025 to 

financially support the Devon club’s initiative to introduce the Austin Seven to young people. This is proving 

a big success.  
 

-Through its Insurance Liaison function, the Association has negotiated major benefits from Howden (formerly 

RH Insurance) for Austin 7 specific insurance, to include pan-European breakdown cover, young driver & learner 

driver insurance and salvage retention. That work is ongoing and over me may expand to include other providers 

and insurance-related services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Out and About 
 

Keith has been ‘Out & About’ with his car -  

 

 

Run out around Plymouth with a stop at Crownhill Fort. (one of many 
Forts around the city), and Kingsbridge Car Night. 

 

Several members attended the sunny     
Lapford show. 

Proof that Nick’s trips don’t always involve 

a visit to a pub! 
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Babushka finds her forever home 
 

I am sure many of you will know, or have heard of, Chris Blakey and his epic "Celebrate the Seven" journey 

from Corsham to Tokyo in his 1933 A7, which came to be called "Babushka". I was lucky enough to join 

him on the leg across Siberia from Chita to Vladivostok in August 2019 (that's a story for another day!) and 

we have remained friends ever since. 
 

Sadly, Chris suffered a major stroke a couple of years ago and is no longer able to drive. Babushka was left 

languishing under a tarpaulin on his drive. With such a special history, Chris was keen for her to find a new 

home in a museum where other people could admire her and learn about his monumental voyage. 
 

Thanks to the hard work of his friends Becky and Stuart and the efforts of John Turley to transport her 

there, Babushka has found a new, permanent home in the County Classics Motor Museum in Taunton, 

where she is proudly on display right in the entrance! 
 

Chris went to visit her a few weeks ago 

and to meet the staff, who were so  

enthusiastic and helpful. As you can  

see from the photos, he was clearly  

delighted to see her so well displayed  

and cared for. I know that Chris would 

 like to thank everyone involved for 

 their help in finding Babushka her final  

resting place. 
 

And if you are ever in Taunton, the 

 museum is well worth a visit! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jude Zebedee 
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Devon A7 Club Clothing Range 

  

 

 

Polo Shirt,  
17 Colours available. £20 
  

Sweat Shirt,  
13 Colours available. £24 
  

Soft Shell Jacket,  
3 Colours available.  £35 
  

T. Shirt,  
12 colours available.  £19 
  

Baseball Style Cap,  
11 colours available  £16 
  

 

All clothing items are available from our  

On-Line Shop.   

Ordering is very simple - go to: 

https://theofficeway.com/pages/devon-austinseven22922/ 

or  

on the Devon A7 Club Website:-  

www.devon.sevens.co.uk  
  

Choose your garment/size & colour.  

Pay in the same way as with any other on-line purchase.  

Delivery is direct to your home address. 

  

 Mechanical help and advice for Devon A7 Club members. 
If you need help with your car, whether it's a chat over the phone or someone to come and have a look at 

the problem, contact one of the knowledgeable members listed below. They will undoubtedly be able to 

help, but if they can't, they will certainly be able to put you in touch with someone who can. 

 

Whether you are a new member or have owned an A7 for years, we all need help sometimes, so don't  

struggle with a problem, help is at hand. 
 

Philip Burrow    Copplestone.   07870969620 

Richard Bishop    Exeter    01392 439916 

Pete Gilbert    Throwleigh   07879 483529 

Nick Borst-Smith   Crediton   07809 568120 

John Turley    Wells, Somerset  01749 675475 

Chris Hartnoll    Brayford.   01598 710295 

David Aylmore   Newton Abbot  01626 852259 

Philip Snell    Axminster   07833 620763  
  

Please note that any advice given is on a friendly, informal basis only and no liability for loss or damage can 

be accepted. 
 

Members Tool Loan Scheme. 
Any Club Member can ask to borrow one or more tools free of charge. There will be a refundable deposit of 

£20 to be paid, in cash if the tools are collected, or by BACS to the Club Bank Account if they are to be  

posted. The cost of postage to be met by the Club Member.
 

Request for any tool can be sent by e-mail or by telephone to David Aylmore, (details on back page) 

 

These are the tools that are available: - 

  

Brake shoe adjustment gauge.     Clutch alignment tool. 

Clutch plate riveting anvil.      Cylinder Head & Block core plug punches. 

Flywheel fitting spacer.      Front main bearing removal jig. 

Guide for drilling out broken cylinder head stud.   Tool for removing rear spring bolt. 

Tool for drifting front main bearing onto crankshaft.  Wheel bearing drifts. 

Tool for drifting rear main bearings onto crankshaft.  King Pin reamer. 

Stud removal socket set.      Tapley Brake Test Meter 

Engine lifting rig using 2 x spark plug threads (14mm & 18mm available) 

Note this tool can also be used to lift a ‘stuck’ cylinder head from the engine block 

Tool for removing studs from the engine block or crankcase 

‘C’ spanner for the Torque Tube & one for the Steering Box. 

Use of 2-post power lift in Mid Devon -contact Laurence Peters on 07977 783349 for more details. 
 

If the tool you need is not listed, please just ask, as we can probably find it for you. 

https://theofficeway.com/pages/devon-austinseven22922/
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2026 Events 

  

The following list of events is for information only and implies no recommendation from the Devon 

Austin Seven Club. Before entering any event, members should ensure that they have read the 

terms and conditions on the entry form and are willing to comply with them. 
  

  Club Events 

 

 

Tues. Sept. 8th  Widecombe Fair - details on page 6.  
 

Sat. Sept. 12th   Sidmouth Classic Car Show - details on page 6. 
 

Other Events 
  

Fri/Sun Torbay Steam Fair.  The Kennels Showfields, Dartmouth Road, Churston  

July 31st/Aug 2nd  Ferrers, Brixham. Approx. postcode - TQ5 0JT.   

See website: torbaysteamfair.co.uk 
  

Sun. Aug. 2nd  Mount Edgecombe Car Show. See DA7C website for more details: 
 

Sat. Aug. 15th  Throwleigh Village Fete.  Details on page 5 
 

Sun. Aug. 16th   Merton Car Show, Blast from the Past. Details on page 5 
 

Sun. Aug. 16th  Sampford Peverell Show. More information on the DA7C website or: contact 

Lindy on 01884 820527 or email lindyastbury@gmail.com 
 

Thurs. Aug. 20th   Chagford Show at Mill End, Chagford, TQ13 8JN -a proper country show. 

Unfortunately, it is now oversubscribed for entries, but it is still a very good 

family day out. 
 

Sat/Sun  RAF Harrowbeer 1940s weekend, 10am – 5pm at the former WW11 fighter  

Aug. 22nd/23rd  airfield in Yelverton, Devon, PL20 UK) Entry and parking are free, though 

donations are heavily relied upon to run the event. More information at : 

www.rafharrowbeer1940s.com 
 

Sun. Aug. 30th   Seaton Carnival Committee Classic Vehicle Show on Seaton Esplanade,  

10am - 5pm. 

    Details form June Millman on 01297 599625, e-mail: june.m@talktalk.net 
 

Sun. Aug. 30th  RE:Fuel Revival – more details to follow. 
 

Sun. Sept. 6th   John Haynes Classic Motor Show - Austin 7 Specials display.  See page 5. 

 

 

  
 
  

  

 

  

  

 

Regular Monthly Meetings 
 

2nd Wednesday  The North Devon A7 Group have an evening run out or visit in the North Devon 

area.   If you would like to join them please contact Chris Hartnoll on 

chartnoll@icloud.com  
  

3rd Monday 7pm.    Members Zoom meetings – see page 5. 
  

3rd Wednesday   Note the change of venue   

Somerset Seveners meet at the Rose and Crown, East Lambrook, TA13 5HF.

 Evening meeting for the summer, 7pm or thereabouts.   

Contact Anne Whellock  on  01460 66434 for more details. 

  

mailto:lindyastbury@gmail.com
mailto:june.m@talktalk.net
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For Sale and Wanted 
  

Wanted 

Sam Archer is looking for a 1930 type flywheel (1 & 5/16" crank and rear facing starter).  If you can help, 

please contact Sam at: samscaravan4@hotmail.com 

  

For Sale 

Complete 1936 Ruby rolling chassis with a  

1935 engine and what appears to be a  

3 speed gearbox.  
  

I have only seen photos, but it looks to be  

in good order and is owned by a long 

standing A7 enthusiast based in  

Weston-S-Mare. No V5C but chassis  

number is clearly visible.  
  

Offers over £1000 invited.  
  

Contact David Aylmore for more  

information. Details on the back page. 

  

 For Sale 

Following a bit of a sort out after the Autojumble, I have the following items available:- 
  

1. Sundry metal & timber parts for an A7 sliding roof frame for an RP Box Saloon. All need repairs or 

could  be used as patterns to make new. Open to offers. 
  

2. Complete A7 engine. +80 pistons. Turns over by hand. I don’t know any detailed history, but it came 

to me  from an experienced garage owner/A7 enthusiast. £250. 
  

3. Selection of 17” wheels. £20 each. 
  

4. A7 RP running boards – new. £45 
  

5. A7 RP front wings. Need some repairs but generally sound. £50 the pair. 
  

  

Contact David Aylmore (details on the back page) for more information. 

 

 

For Sale 

Austin 7 Special.  

Good Condition.  

Fun to drive! 

Based in Axminster 

Please call / text Simon on 07904056111 to discuss.  

Asking price £7250 ono. To fund another 7. 

 

 

 

Wanted 

New member Delilah is looking for a windscreen opening handle and a window winder for an RP. 

E-mail Delilah at: delilahpix12@gmail.com 

 

mailto:delilahpix12@gmail.com
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For Sales and Wants cont. 
 

For Sale 

1931 A7 Ulster Special. 
 

Originally built on a short wheelbase chassis and first registered on 27.3.31 as an RM saloon for which there 

is a Heritage Certificate available. 
 

Sometime between Feb 1931 and 1953 (which is the date on a surviving buff logbook), the saloon body was 

taken off and replaced with a Blue, Sports 2 seater as described in the logbook. Then later, that has been 

replaced with the present body which is thought to be one made by Rod Yates. 
 

This Special has been off the road for a few years but is now running. It will need some light re-commissioning 

but is a very well constructed special with independent front suspension and a dropped axle. It should, subject 

to inspection, be VSCC eligible.  Has a current V5 on SORN. 
 

£11,750 ONO – Contact John Boucher - jboucherex5@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Sale  
 
Austin Seven Ruby Mk 2 
 

First registered October 1936 
 

Fitted with SU carburettor  
and Accuspark distributor 
 
 

£5,250 
 

Contact Viv Gale on: 

07890 471973  

(North Devon) 
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For Sales and Wants cont. 
 

Available for a donation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All 3 books are in good condition.  

The owner would just like a donation to St Luke’s Hospice in Plymouth. 

Please contact David Aylmore – details on back page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Austin 7 related items Wanted’ or ‘For Sale’ can be advertised in Devon Sevens free of charge. 

Items will be removed from the listings after 3 months 

unless you have notified me that you would like the advert to continue. 

Special offer for Devon A7 Club Members only 

Brand new -unopened ‘Airflow Air-Chamber’ 

Bought to house a 1938 Morris 8 but never used. 

4m long so ideal for an A7 or similar small car. 

Currently the RRP is around £500. 

Offered FREE to club members only to prevent it  
from going to the tip. 
 

Available to view near Widecombe-in-the-Moor. 

Ask David Aylmore for more information. 

Contact details on back page 

 

Answers to puzzles on page 7 
 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD 
ACROSS 
1.Rich   3.Waste bin   9.Adverse   10.Orris  11.Second choice  13.Grease 15.Egg cup 17. Petty Officer  
20. Elope   21.Portico   22.Treasury   23.Fees    
 DOWN 
1. Road sign   2.Civic   4.Agency   5.Thprpughfare  6.Boracic  7.Nosy  8.trendsetters  12.Spurious  
14.Eyesore   16.Copper   18.Chide   19.Pest     
 
QUADRUPICS 
1. (b) Hazy   2. (d) Armour Plate   3. (d) Exaggeration   4. (c) Heather   5. (b) Flotilla   6. (a) Puritan   7. (c) Courage    
8. (c) Prototype    
 
ANAGRAMS 
1. SQUIRE   2. ESCORT  3. CORTINA   4. FIESTA   5. MUSTANG   6. GRANADA 
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Club Tool Loan Scheme Update. 

We have two more items available for members:- 
 

1. This has been very kindly donated to the Club by Rob Yarnold.  

 A Tapley Brake Test Meter.  This is very simple to use and will  

give a good indication of how efficient (or otherwise!!) your brakes  

are. It is easily transported and comes with full instructions. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Laurence Peters, a member who lives in Mid Devon has very generously offered use of his 2-

post power lift for anyone needing to use it to work on their A7. Laurence just asks for a couple 

of days notice so he can make sure there is clear access to the lift. He can be contacted on 

07977 783349. 

 

 

  

 

September 2026 Newsletter 
  

Please send your letters, comments, articles and photos to devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk  or by post to Janet 

Aylmore, Corner Cottage, Ideford, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ13 0BG.  
  

Copy for inclusion in the September 2026 issue should be with me by Wednesday August 19th 2026 and 

the  newsletter will be distributed on or before Wednesday 26th. 
  

To avoid any possible problems with copyright, please confirm, when sending in articles, photo’s diagrams, 

maps etc, that they are free from any copyright restrictions. For information, the copyright remains with the 

originator of any photos etc for 50 years and the originator’s permission is required before they can legally be 

reproduced or distributed. Within the very friendly A7 world, there is generally not a problem, so long as the 

originators copyright is acknowledge but I need to be made aware of the situation before publishing. 
  

Many thanks.  Ed. 

Newsletter Editor:  
  

Janet Aylmore - South Devon,  

Tel: 01626 852259 

E-mail: devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

The views expressed in this newsletter are those 

of the writers and not necessarily those of the 

Editor or the Devon Austin Seven Club. Whilst 

every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of 

the technical advice and information, the Club 

and its officers accept no liability for loss, 

damage or injury from persons acting upon the 

advice or information given in this publication. 

 

mailto:devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk
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Keeping in touch with the Devon Austin 7 Club 
  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

You can also access the club’s website including membership application forms  

using this QR code - just scan the code and it will take you directly to the website. 

  

 
 

You can also have a look at our Facebook page where you can share A7 stories with other  enthusiasts, ask 

for advice or just see what others are doing with their Sevens - Devon Austin Seven Club. 

  

 

  

                                             

  

 

DA7C badges for sale:   
 

Car Badge. 
 

 
 

Embroidered Badge. 
 

  

Lapel Badge. 
 

 

 All badges can be purchased by contacting Steve Wise by phone or e-mail or can be collected from any 

club event.  Contact details are on the back page. 

 

 

For details of upcoming events, news, club regalia, 

history of the club, photo gallery and much more visit 

the website - www. devonsevens.co.uk. 

 The password you need to access the ‘Club Members’ section was 

included in the e-mail accompanying this newsletter. In this section 

you will find the Members Map, Tool Loan Scheme, On-Line shop 

for club clothing and the Committee Meeting Minutes. 

  

 

Devon A7 Club WhatsApp group. If you have not used WhatsApp on your  

mobile phone before, it is a very useful, quick and easy way to pass a  

message to a group of people. If you were, for instance, thinking of taking your 

A7 out for a run and fancied some company, a quick message on the group could 

well attract some local members to join you. There is no sign up, cost or ‘spam’ 

involved so if you would like to join, just use this QR code, or email  

Steve Wise (contact details on back page). 

 

  

  

 
There is a choice of 2 styles of Car Badge. Both have the same Green & White motif with 
black lettering. 
  

1. A small windscreen self adhesive badge which is ideal for a “Modern” if space for a 
larger   external badge is not available. - £1 each 

  

2. A high quality Chrome & Enamel external badge as shown in the Illustration.  
          £18.50 each inc. postage. 
  

 

We also have a very smart embroidered club badge available. It is 3 1/4” (80mm) in 

diameter and is, as shown in the picture, very similar in design to the car badge.  
  

Cost is £3.50 (plus 50p postage) 

  

 

These metal badges measure 25mm diameter, and the cost is a very reasonable  

£2.25 inc. postage. 
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Devon Austin 7 Club - Officers & Committee members 2026/2027 
 

Chairman:       Secretary & Safeguarding Officer: 

Viv Gale  - North Devon,  Tel: 07890 471973  Adele Selley - Plymouth, Tel:07960 490871  
E-mail: vivgale6@gmail.com    E-mail: secdevona7@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:   Car Identification Number Registrar: 

 Steve Wise - South Devon, Tel: 07739 986998  Nick Borst-Smith - Mid Devon, Tel: 07809 568120 

 E-mail: s.r.wise@outlook.com     E-mail: registrar.devona7@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A7 Assoc. Rep:      Events Secretary:  

Michael Tabeart  - East Devon, Tel: 01297 624208  Keith Selley - Plymouth, Tel: 07960 490869 
or 07523 055291  E-mail: mttabeart@gmail.com  E-mail: keithselley@hotmail.co.uk 
                             

 

  

 

 

DVLA Rep:       Committee Member: 

David Aylmore - South Devon, Tel: 01626 852259 Jude Zebedee - East Devon, Tel: 07944 602211  
E-Mail: devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk   E-mail: judezebedee@gmail.com 
  

 

  

 

 

FBHVC Rep:       Committee Member: 

John Turley - Mendip Hills, Tel: 01749 675475    Mike Moore - East Devon, Tel:01460 220885 
E-mail: john@priddyfolk.co.uk    E-mail: mike@mgmoore.co.uk  
  

 

 

 

If you need to know a Committee Member’s postal address, please feel free to give them a call. 
  

 

mailto:secdevona7@gmail.com
mailto:s.r.wise@outlook.com
mailto:devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:john@priddyfolk.co.uk

