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Secretary’s Notes 
 

I am pleased to say that it looks like we will be able to go ahead with our 

planned AGM at Spreyton Village Hall on the 20th March followed by lunch at 

the Tom Cobley Tavern and full details are on pages 3 and 4.  
 

Whilst we always try to keep the meeting as informal as possible, we also make 

every effort to ensure that the formalities comply with our own rules, and one of 

those states that we need at least 20% of our voting members to attend. A few 

years back it was agreed that ‘Proxy’ votes would count toward the 20%, so if you are unable to come along 

to Spreyton, but would be willing to allow your vote to be cast by another member who will be there, then 

please just drop me a quick e-mail to let me know the details. I am sure that any committee member would be 

happy to act as your Proxy, if you do not know another member who is coming along. 

This month, I have been contacted by several people who are either selling, or plan to sell their A7s in the 

near future. Some are listed in the ‘For Sale’ section on pages 14 and 15, but details are awaited for others. I 

know of a couple of Rubys,  1934 Box Saloon, 1935 Chrome Rad Opal, 1939 Big 7 and possibly an A7 Van. 

If you think you may be interested in any of these cars, or know someone else who might, then please get in 

touch. 

More details come in each month about the A7 Centenary event at Moreton-in-Marsh on July 19th – 24th, and 

those with confirmed bookings will have received updates by e-mail but even if you are not going to the event 

itself, commemorative windscreen stickers and badged clothing is available on the dedicated website 

www.a7centenary.com . You can also sign up here for the monthly updates, which are now including details 

of dates & locations of other events where the A7 Centenary is being celebrated. One of the major  

alternatives to Moreton-in-Marsh, will be the Beaulieu National A7 Rally on Sunday 3rd July. Full details 

should shortly be on www.pwa7c.co.uk . 
 

The Historic Vehicle Gathering at Powderham Castle, Exeter is going ahead this year and full details can be 

found on page 6 and an entry form has been sent with this newsletter. I am pleased to say that the             

organisers, The Crash Box & Classic Car Club, have recognised the importance of the A7 Centenary and will 

be making a feature of it in the events programme and over the weekend with a dedicated display in the main 

Show Ring. We will have our usual Club Stand and would very much like to have a really good display of A7s 

with as many different models & years of manufacture represented. So please sign up as soon as possible as 

it looks like being a very interesting and enjoyable weekend. 

I would like to apologise for a few errors which crept into the Events page last month. No real excuse, but 

with a committee meeting to decide on the provisional calendar only 2 days before the publication date, 

things were a little hectic in the Aylmore household!! Hopefully all has now been sorted. 

Happy Austineering. 

David. 

  

 

Zoom Club Night  
 

A chance to safely catch up with other DA7C members, without leaving 

 the comfort of your own home 
 

Monday March 21st 2022 at 7pm 
 

Join us at our regular monthly Members’ Catch Up Evening 
 

Zoom link will be sent out by e-mail 1 week in advance of each meeting 

http://www.a7centenary.com
http://www.pwa7c.co.uk
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Devon A7 Club. 2022 A.G.M  

Sunday March 20th at 11am. 

After the restrictions of last year we will be returning to Spreyton for our 2022 A.G.M. 

The meeting will be held in Spreyton Village Hall (Postcode EX17 5DP) and whilst not essential, it would be 

helpful to know if you plan to attend.   

10.30am- Coffee & Biscuits.   11.00 am- Start of Meeting 

As we have done in previous years, the formal part of the meeting will be kept to a minimum, with plenty of 

time allowed for general discussion. 

However, this year there are a couple of proposals for changes to our Club Rules which the committee wish 

to be put to a vote at the meeting :- 

1. Proposal that Rule 4b should be deleted from the Club Rules. 

 Rule 4b reads—’The Chairman may not hold that post for more than three consecutive years. 

 By way of explanation, this rule was included when the club was first formed and was intended to     

 prevent any one individual from dominating the club committee. However in the 12 years since the   

 formation of the club, such a situation has not occurred, but on 2 occasions, the rule has prevented our 

 Chairman from continuing in post despite being willing to do so. It should also be noted that the     

 Chairman has to stand for re-election each year. 

2. Proposal to change the wording of rule 8b. & 8c. - Financial Management. 

 Existing wording of Rule 8b. The Treasurer shall present an up to date bank statement to each    

 committee meeting. 

 Proposed new wording of Rule 8b.  The Treasurer shall present an up to date financial statement to 

 each committee meeting. 

 Existing wording of rule 8c. Cheques shall be signed by two officers of the club. 

 Proposed new wording of Rule 8c.  All Bank transactions, whether by cheque or electronic transfer 

 (BACS) must be authorised by the Treasurer and one other officer OR committee member as           

 authorised by the Bank. 

 By way of explanation, the original rule does not reflect the needs of modern day, On-Line Banking and 

 we have also found that there is a need for more flexibility with regards to signatories on the account. 

The Committee unanimously support these proposed changes to the club rules which, it is felt, will help the 

Club to run smoothly in the future.  

Obviously these proposals will be open for discussion at the AGM, but if you are unable to attend but still 

wish your vote to be recorded, you can appoint another Club member, who is attending, to vote on your    

behalf. Please let me know if you want to do this, and I will be happy to record the details and report your 

vote, and any comment you may wish to make, at the AGM. 

After the meeting, we have arrange Sunday Lunch at the Tom Cobley Tavern, a short walk from the Village 

Hall and full details are on page 4.  

Please note, it is essential that you pre-book for Sunday Lunch by Sunday March 6th, at the latest. 

New Member 
This month we welcome Irving Roberts to the DA7C.  Irving lives in Seaton, and doesn ’t own an Austin 7 at 

the present time.  We look forward to meeting Irving at events in the coming months. 
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Post A.G.M Sunday Lunch- Sunday March 20th 2022 

Tom Cobley Tavern, Spreyton 

12 for 12.30 
 

The Tom Cobley serves a superb Sunday Roast (served to table) 
  

Roast Beef and/or Turkey  

Vegetarian options: Chick Pea & Spinach Pie (vegan) or Mushroom, Brie, Cranberry & Hazelnut Wellington 
  

£13.95 
 

Dessert - £5.95  Tea/Coffee - £2.50. 
 

For ease of social distancing (and for staff serving) we will be seated 

in an area of tables seating 4 or 6, rather than one long table as in 

previous years. 

 

Please contact David Aylmore (details on back page) for more  

information and to book your place for lunch. 
 

Please note that David needs final numbers for lunch by   

Sunday March 6th. 
A7s outside the Tom Cobley in 2020 

- modern cars equally welcome! 

Drive-it-Day -  Sunday April 24th 

National Drive It Day was created by the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs in 

2005.  It is the occasion when historic vehicle enthusiasts and the public at large have the 

opportunity to celebrate the One Thousand Mile Trial, from London to Edinburgh and 

back, organised in 1900 to prove the viability of the new invention, the motor vehicle. It ’s also a chance to 

raise awareness and support amongst the public for the historic vehicle movement and keeping transport 

heritage on UK roads.   
 

Below are details of just 2 of the events taking place in Devon this year: 
 

Drive it Day is again supporting Childline, and various fundraising plaques can be 

ordered at www.driveitday.co.uk, with prices starting at £10.00. 

 

 

DA7C Drive it Day Run  

 Nick Hawkins is organising a run on Sunday April 24th. 
 

Meet at Whiddon Down Services for a 10.30am start 
 

The route will take us through S. Zeal, Sticklepath (stopping at NT Finch Foundry), Belstone, Okehampton 

Abbeyford Woods (possible picnic spot), finishing at The War Horse Museum, EX19 8SN. 
  

Museum, walks, tea room etc.  
 

£6 entry see www.warhorsevalley.co.uk for more details. 
 

Phone 01271 375730 or email Nick Hawkins at valhawkins3@aol.com to confirm attendance. 

Once again the Crash Box Club are organising their popular annual static classic car show at  

The Lawns, Dawlish in South Devon.   

This is a ‘Come and go as you please’ event but please book in advance on the website: 

www.crashboxclub.co.uk, or with Ray Moore on 07773 276005, e-mail: eastcliff516@gmail.com 

http://www.warhorsevalley.co.uk
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Starting in Essex on April 24th - postponed from 2020 

Pearl Bonner was a long standing, much loved and very active member of the 

Essex A7 Club, and fellow EA7C member, Trevor Fleuty is undertaking a charity 

drive in his 1938 Big 7 (named Bluebell) from Essex to Cornwall in April 2022 to 

raise funds for Farleigh Hospice (www.farleighhospice.org) who took care of 

Pearl during her illness. 

The route starts in Essex on April 24th with the first overnight stop at Petersfield. 
 

Monday April 25th, Petersfield to Cullompton via Shaftsbury, Yeovil and Honiton, 

crossing the Devon border at Yarcombe. 
 

Tuesday April 26th, Cullompton to Newquay via Tiverton, Crediton and Bude. 
 

     Wednesday April 27th, arriving at Cornwall Gold, Redruth. 
 

We would like to show Trevor some Devon hospitality and, if needed, assistance while he travels through our 

County.  If you would like to be involved in this please contact David Aylmore or Nick Borst-Smith (details on 

back page) for more information. 
 

More details can be found at www.questforpearl.com , or If you would like to donate to the fundraising for  

Farleigh Hospice, please follow this link. https://pearl-bonner.muchloved.com/fundraising/events/238496874 

Those Magnificent Men in Their Flying Machines 

Saturday 4th June 2022 

Eggesford Airfield 

Last year’s visit was memorable and we are lucky enough to have been invited again this year. As 

you may know we are producing a short video depicting “a year in the life of Devon Sevens” and our 

visit to Eggesford this year will hopefully, weather permitting, include some of the classic and  

vintage aeroplanes flying, this, and our Sevens will provide some footage for the video. 
 

Tea and coffee will be available . Times tbc but likely to be 11am to 4pm. 
 

If you interested in coming please contact Nick Borst-Smith registrar@devonsevens.com  

or 01363 866819 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Eggesford Airfield is approx. 2 miles West of Eggesford Station on the A377 

 

Please note that this event will take place in June and not July as published last month - apologies for the 

error. 

https://pearl-bonner.muchloved.com/fundraising/events/238496874
mailto:registrar@devonsevens.com
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Summer Drive Out  Saturday 18th June 2022  
Please note, this event will take place on Saturday 18th June and not Sunday 19th as published in the  

February newsletter - apologies for any confusion. 
 

Derek Vertenten has devised an interesting afternoon drive 

starting from Mole Avon in Crediton at 11am (tbc) and  

winding its way to his home and workshops near Silverton 

for afternoon tea.  
 

His workshops will be open and his current rare projects will 

be on view. For those who have not met him or seen his 

work, be prepared for perfection.  
 

The view from his home is out of this world too! 
 

To let us know you are coming please contact Nick Borst-Smith  

at registrar@devonsevens.co.uk or 01363 866 819 

Photo of Derek’s previous premises 

HISTORIC VEHICLE GATHERING 
POWDERHAM Castle, Nr Exeter. 

 

9th & 10th JULY 2022 
 

Organised by the Crash Box & Classic Car Club. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the major events this year will be our Club stand at the Historic Vehicle Gathering at          
Powderham Castle, Kenton near Exeter. The club will once again cover entry fees for DA7C members 
who display their cars on our Stand and we plan to have the A7 Centenary as our theme this year. 

You can exhibit on one or both days and cars can be left on the stand overnight on Saturday or driven 
to and from the venue. Space is also available for trailer parking. 

The show is organised by the Crash Box & Classic Car club of Devon Ltd, and is widely recognised as 
one of the very best in the country. It offers a huge range of attractions and displays for all members 
of the family.  

Have a look at their website www.historic-vehicle-gathering.info it really is a great day out. 

July may seem a long way in the future, but with the amount of planning necessary for an event of this 
size, entries need to be in early and the latest date for reserving a space on our stand is Saturday 
May 21st so please don't delay.   

An entry form has been sent with the newsletter and should be filled in and sent to Mike Gregson, 
Penpark, Bickington, Newton Abbot. TQ12 6LH.   E-mail mike@penpark.co.uk as soon as possible. 

If you would like any more information, just give Mike a ring on 01626 821314. 

mailto:mike@penpark.co.uk
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RHS Garden Rosemoor Classic and Vintage Weekend 
 

RHS Rosemoor, Great Torrington, EX38 8PH 
 

July 30 & 31 2022 
 

We have been invited once again to this excellent show now in its 12 th year. The event is held at the  

Arboretum Lawn on Lady Anne’s side of the garden, which gives a beautiful backdrop to the cars. 
 

This is a free to enter event for vehicles, which will provide you with entry to all of Rosemoor Garden for you 

and a guest. There will be an exhibitor’s pop up beverages tent, where you will be able to enjoy free teas and 

coffees and separate portable toilets will be available just for exhibitors. 
 

There is onsite overnight stays for those of you that have caravans, vans or mobile homes. There will be a 

professional security person on site for the Friday and Saturday.  
 

Please Note that dogs are not allowed at Rosemoor. 
 

All Devon Sevens entries are being collated by Nick Borst-Smith so please contact him for reservation  

details.  registrar@devonsevens.co.uk or 01363 866819  

The Austin Magazine Tours Handbook 

The Austin Magazine Tours Handbook was produced in the 1930s to encourage owners of Austin cars to 

drive them and enjoy Britain’s countryside.  Copies were available from the Publishers of The Austin  

Magazine and were also supplied by Dealers with each new Austin car. 
 

Each Tours Handbook measures approx. 6.5 x 4 inches and was available in 10 versions covering different 

areas of the country. 
 

The complete circuit of Devon and Cornwall (567 miles) is divided into daily sections such as Ilfracombe to 

Tintagel and Falmouth to Plymouth with a description of each town and village passed through.  There are 

also 9 circular daily district tours with sketch maps and some photos of well known beauty spots.  The  

Handbook also contains adverts for Hotels and Guest Houses, with many highlighting ‘all modern  

conveniences’ such as hot and cold running water and electric lighting. The least you would expect for a 

weeks B and B at 3 - 5 Guineas! 
 

Despite attending several Austin 7 events over the years I was unaware of The Austin Tours Handbook until 

a friend gave me a 2nd Edition copy a few years ago. It had once belonged to a 4 seat Tourer which had 

been scrapped and buried in a field at Charles Bottom in North Devon. The owner subsequently died and his 

son was about to throw the Handbook in the bin when my friend saved it. I managed to buy a 3rd Edition for 

£5 at the Totnes Rotary Classic Car day held at Staverton only last September. I have just seen a Somerset 

Edition on eBay for £24. 
 

Would any members be interested in driving one of the circular district tours to celebrate our 100th  

Anniversary year? If so, please contact me and we will see if we can arrange a date later in the year. 

Nick Hawkins.  Tel 01272 375730    e-mail valhawkins3@aol.com   
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Austin Seven Centenary Rally 
 

Would members who have a confirmed booking for the Centenary Rally at Moreton in Marsh 

please send their details to Mike Gregson - contact details on the back page.  

When your committee are aware of who will be at the rally and when, they hope to organise 

some Devon A7 Club activities during the week. 

Other events  recognising the centenary year of the Austin 7 
 

SHUTTLEWORTH - FANTASTIC OFFER FOR AUSTIN SEVEN OWNERS - SEPTEMBER 2022 
 

One of the world's most prestigious collections of 

vintage aircraft and vehicles is held at Shuttleworth, 

Old Warden, Bedfordshire, and  Austin Seven  

owners are being given the  opportunity to visit the Collection 

on Saturday 10th September - which is the 'Moth fly-in' event. 

De Havilland aircraft of the 1920s and 30s from all over the 

country will be congregating on the Old Warden airfield.  
 

The full price of public entry is £17 a head but if you arrive in an 

Austin Seven with a pre-purchased ticket the entry is just £10 

per car including driver and all passengers.  There are  

currently 200 tickets available, first come-first served. Get yours 

now by going to: https://www.shuttleworth.org/the-austin-sevens-shuttleworth 
 

For more information about the venue have a look at: https://www.shuttleworth.org 
 

THE CLASSIC, SILVERSTONE - AUGUST 2022 
 

The Austin Seven Clubs’ Association have been invited to The Classic to be held at Silverstone between  

Friday 26th and Sunday 28th August 2022.  To help celebrate the centenary year a dedicated discount 

booking code has been set up for all Austin Seven owners, giving them a classic car package consisting of 

two adult admission tickets plus a vehicle display pass. The discounted packages will be available until  

Tuesday 31st May 2022, subject to availability.  To avoid disappointment, please book early. 
 

To celebrate the 100th anniversary all Austin Sevens that have booked through the discounted booking code 

will be invited to take part in a track parade* around Grand Prix circuit during the race lunchbreak on Sunday 

28 August. 

Booking must be done on-line at: http://www.silverstone.co.uk/classic-car-clubs  
 

This will take you to the booking page where you can access the discounted packages by entering the  

following club code: 223CCDP22. 
 

All Austin Sevens will be parked together in a dedicated club area. Please note however that to gain access 

to the club area and take part in the parade you must arrive before 9am and not leave before 5.30pm,  

otherwise you may be required to park in the public car park. 
 

To find out more about this magnificent event visit the website at:  

https://www.silverstone.co.uk/events/the-classic 
 

* Track parades cannot be guaranteed and are subject to weather and the racing schedule. Track parades 

are therefore subject to change and, in extenuating circumstances, may be cancelled. 
 

HISTORIC VEHICLE GATHERING AT POWERDHAM CASTLE - Nr EXETER, DEVON - JULY 2022 
 

The Austin Seven centenary is being featured at this year's show - which is the biggest of its kind in the West 

Country. The organisers are looking forward to a large entry of Sevens and will be having displays of the cars 

in the show ring on both days of the event, which takes place on Saturday and Sunday, 9th and 10th July 

2022. 
 

More details of the event on page 6. 

https://a7centenary.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0806efe3e78f66cce326f8470&id=e7bae95665&e=e4270cc793
https://a7centenary.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0806efe3e78f66cce326f8470&id=c4ac27fc83&e=e4270cc793
https://a7centenary.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0806efe3e78f66cce326f8470&id=07f08ca994&e=e4270cc793
https://a7centenary.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0806efe3e78f66cce326f8470&id=d10d06b02b&e=e4270cc793
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Judder 
 

I have always experienced some clutch judder on taking off, especially in reverse. Some thought it was oil on 

the clutch and suggested pouring Fullers Earth into the bell housing. I didn't fancy doing that so reconciled 

myself to removing the gearbox and relining the clutch. 
 

In conversation with Andrew Jarmin one day I mentioned the problem and he told me that it wasn't the clutch 

and that I should examine the joint where the prop shaft joins the pinion to the back axle. He suggested that I 

tighten up the castellated adjusting nut which holds the ball race into the joint. So I removed the holding bolts 

and gently tightened the nut using a hammer and cold chisel. This I managed through the inspection window 

on the transmission tunnel. The nut didn’t move far so I replaced the holding bolts and examined the joint. It 

all seemed very wobbly and I suspected that the universal joint at the end of the prop shaft was worn. 
 

I removed the prop shaft. 
 

Examination on the bench and in the vice showed no movement in either joint so I went back under the car 

to examine the torque tube end. There was a definite wobble in the flange which fits onto the pinion. I found 

that the nut securing it was finger tight and half way along its thread. I removed the nut and the flange fell off 

the pinion complete with the woodruff key that slots it in place. 
 

There was a lot of grease which I cleared away and thoroughly degreased the tapered pinion end. 
 

Its very tricky to replace the woodruff key, practically impossible from underneath the car as when you pop it 

into place it promptly falls out. So I turned the back wheel and moved the pinion so that the slot was at the 

top. It still isn't easy to place the key as the slot hides underneath the cowl of the bearing nut. So I used a 

blob of Loctite 660 to hold it in place. And with some manoeuvring I managed to slide the flange back on the 

pinion. Loctite 660 is an anaerobic substance which hardens in the absence of air. I have previously used it 

to help fix hubs on the gouged ends of half shafts. I smeared some over the inside of the flange and  

tightened the nut. 
 

I left it for a few days before I refitted he propshaft and tested. No judder! Andrew's advice was spot on. I’m 

grateful for it as I was already pricing up a new clutch and getting prepared to remove the gearbox. 
 

There’s always help there if its needed from the Austin Seven community. Best used before you open your 

wallet! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Viv Gale 
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David’s Diary 
 

This month I have made a few short trips out in ‘Mabel’ our 4 seat tourer but the main focus has been to try to 

get started on the restoration of ‘Reggie’ our Box Saloon. The first job had nothing to do with the car itself, but 

I needed to finish off the mudguards and wheels for the A7 based trailer that I have been playing with from 

time to time over the last few years and which was taking up vital space in the garage. Having decided that 

the mudguards were beyond salvaging, I bought the raw materials, 1mm steel sheet and 6mm round bar and 

decided to have a go at fabricating new ones myself. Allowing for the fact that I had never tried anything like 

this before, I was quite pleased with the outcome.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have also, thanks to an A7 friend, acquired a couple of very useable 19” wheels and these have been 

cleaned up, treated with rust killer and primed ready for a ‘rattle can’ top coat, but that is as far as matters 

have progressed thanks to a rather painful bout of Gout and some essential grandchild sitting duties.  

Incidentally, as soon as the wheels are finished and tyres fitted, the trailer will be for sale, so if anyone is  

interested, please let me know. 
 

I have also, finally, got round to ordering some repair panels for ‘Reggie’ and hopefully these will be arriving 

all the way from Scotland in the next week or so. I am not confident enough in my welding skills to tackle the 

major repairs needed to the top windscreen rail, ‘A’ posts, doors and main sills, but hopefully when these bits 

have been sorted out, I will feel able to tackle some of the more hidden repairs needed to the floor. In the 

meantime, I will be spending a lot of time cleaning and scraping off old underseal and paint to prepare for the 

welding. Happy days. 
 

David 
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PRIZE ACROSTIC 

by Julie Eddles 

When completed, the lower numbered grid below will reveal a quotation from a published novel.  

Begin by filling in the answers to the Acrostic Clues in the first grid, you will see that the first letters of the answers to the 
clues, reading from top to bottom, spell out the author’s name and title of the book. Then transfer the numbered letters to 
the corresponding numbers in the lower grid to show the quotation. Some letters from the quotation have been used 
twice. 

For a chance to win one of five epub copies of the book (for iPad/iPhone books, and most tablets and e-readers) 
send an email with the author’s name, the book title, correctly worded quotation, and your contact details by 
31st March to  j_eddles@hotmail.co.uk  Winners to be chosen at random. Answers in May issue. 
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Climbing to the Top by Ian and Jennie Jones, continued from last month. 
September 21st. Today was to be the big day to climb a pass or two including the Col de Bonnette. 

Five of the cars set off but the XK120 was loath to start and my Alvis appeared to have a flat battery. 

 I carried a spare battery which did not help, but rolling down the ramps of the trailer did the trick and the Jag 

also burst into life so we set off together.  The initial climb was very pleasant and the Jag creamed off  out of 

sight. I was taking it easy and told Jennie to watch the engine temperature and use the electric fan sparingly 

to save the battery for starting. We were soon above the tree line and into marmot territory but were  

overheating so I pulled up at a layby near a delightful rustic café known as Café 2000. A good name as we 

were at an altitude of 2000m. Whilst cooling down the Jag appeared on his return journey and pulled in to 

join us for a memorable light lunch with beautiful views and lovely cheese. After topping up the radiator we 

set off after a rolling start in reverse. We climbed steadily onwards and upwards and were pleased to see the 

Jag waiting for us. We had made it! The rad. needed topping again. Must be a leak somewhere . 

 

The drive back down to our hotel was a delight and reassuring to see the battery being well charged. On my 

previous mountain trips in the Alvis I was obsessed by the fear of brake failure but now I had every  

confidence in the system and could relax and enjoy the decent. All the others returned safely and we     

enjoyed a jolly dinner in a noisy Italian restaurant. I think it would be easy to spend a week or more in  

Barcelonnette and walk to an excellent different dinning place each evening. 

 

September 22nd.  Today we planned to do a circular route using the Col d’Allos to Colmars, my second 

favourite place in the Alpes, then take the Col des Champs, another favourite of ours, and descend back  

using the Col de la Cayolle.  However before we left we received information that the Col d ’Allos was closed 

so we decided to only drive the Col de la Cayolle at 2326m. A fully charges battery did not help the Alvis to 

start so the problem was diagnosed as a starter motor fault and parking on a slope became the norm. Col de 

la Cayolle was very picturesque and easy going but as we climbed it became single track with passing places 

and as the traffic was rather heavy due to other cols being closed we decided to return to Barcelonnette and 

spend more time enjoy the amenities of the town square. We loaded the Alvis on the trailer so as to be ready 

for a long drive north tomorrow.          60 Alvis Miles 

 

Mission Accomplished 

The Talbots and Merc also made it.  I think the TVR was under repair. 
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September 23rd.  Again we choose the easy route using main roads before heading up to Alberville and 

Ugine just south of Mont Blanc and then dropping down to Lake Annecy to the splendid lakeside Hotel Beau 

Site in Talloires. Our next important task was to have our Covid tests to enable us to return to UK as this was 

to be our last night with the group. After celebration drinks on the terrace overlooking the lake, as usual a 

splendid dinner had been arranged and David presented us with fine engraved tankards as a memento of a 

most enjoyable event. We were sorry to say goodbye to a super group of like-minded adventurers.       

               191 miles today. 

September 24th.  Another fine day and we set off after further fond farewells. We had set a route  

heading north west to Auxerre where we would spend the night. Initially the route was mountainous but then 

very easy going through endless miles of flat rather boring countryside of huge fields, no hedges or towns. 

Very different to the Devon countryside we live in. All went well until we were hopelessly lost in the ancient 

town of Auxerre. We ended up in a rather narrow one way street facing the wrong way! Some very friendly 

Frenchmen helped us turn around and a driver guided us to our hotel. After stopping to thank him the brakes 

on our trailer locked on solid and I did not have the strength or wit to unlock them. Again help was  

forthcoming from a very strong, hairy Frenchman who released the brakes and we moved on to the relief of 

many angry Frenchmen stuck in the congestion we had created. For dinner tonight we selected a Moroccan 

restaurant in the centre of town for a change and a reminder of the years we spent living in the middle east. 

               257 Miles Today  

September 25th.  Off early in nasty fog driving west to keep well south of Paris the route passed  

Chartres then Le Mans and north to Ouistreham to the hotel Ibis beside the entrance to the ferry port. Very 

difficult parking our 12m long car and trailer under the hotel but made it.         264 Miles today  
 

September 26th.   Up early to clear the hotel carpark and be near the front of the ferry queue.  We had 

been having difficulty in completing our Passenger Locator Form as we still have a lot to learn about the  

mystic of mobile phones also no computer and poor signals so I intended to do this on-board the ferry. ‘Sorry 

Sir’ said the nice French girl from Britany Ferries ‘but I cannot allow you to board the ferry without the form 

being completed.’ She then kindly offered to do this for us 

after they had boarded all the other passengers. Most 

kind of her but we were not alone and we had to join  

another queue of offenders. That was very bad news and 

we watched as the ferry sailed off without us! Fortunately 

there was another ferry due to depart in the afternoon  

being the first time since the pandemic started. We would 

be first on board so have a quick getaway at Portsmouth. 

Thank you Britany Ferries for sorting everything out for 

us. We now had and extra day in France and spent the time on the huge beach used by our forces on the  

D Day landings and known as Sword Beach.  We walked several miles, instead of driving them, and visited 

the numerous monuments and information boards placed along the beach. A lovely sunny day at a very  

special place. Back to the ferry with all our paper work in order and first in the queue for a change. We were 

on deck 5 and would be first to disembark at Portsmouth. Excellent. When we went for dinner they clearly 

were about to close and clear up and gave me a monstrous plateful of beef bourgeon which I managed to 

down! 

On arrival at Portsmouth we thought our challenges were over but unfortunately the ramps for deck 5 were 

stuck. So much for us being first off.  After a long delay an announcement asked all drivers on deck 5 to  

reverse to the stern of the ferry. You must be joking I thought, but no, it was real 

and I had to demonstrate my reversing skills in a very restricted place.  Having 

some farming experienced my performance was much admired and we were able 

to drive off. At Portsmouth no one wanted to see any Covid papers! 
 

The drive home to Devon was wet, windy and dark but the welcome from Boris the 

dog was much appreciated. We retired to bed feeling somewhat proud that we 

had undertaken a challenging adventure and ticked off one of our dreams. Would 

we do it again? I think not.  

      150 miles today making a total of 2,144. 
 

Many thanks to David for inviting us along and looking after us oldies so well. 
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A couple of articles in recent editions of Devon Sevens have encouraged readers to write in 

with similar experiences - thank you! 

 

Mark Nutbeen writes: 
 

I was interested in the article regarding your issues with your steering arm crack. 
 

A few years ago I too purchased one of the David Cochran remanufactured  

steering arms, having discovered the same problem. I also made up another bracket 

to help reinforce the new arm, a sort of belt and braces operation, just for further 

peace of mind.  From memory I used a piece of angle iron. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roly Alcock also contacted us: 
 

A couple of years ago I had to replace chewed up timing gears. Ruairidh Dunford told me that these days, the 

tolerance stamps on the timing gears and crankcase are largely irrelevant. As after 90ish years the distance 

between centres of crankcase and camshaft are not what they were when the crankcase was new. The 

crankcase is a slightly different shape by now. Also I think I saw it on Austin Seven Friends, one person  

stated that his engine had never been apart since it left the factory and none of the tolerance marks on the 

gears and crankcase together,  made any relative sense at all! Ruairidh now just mixes and matches timing 

gears until the correct clearance is obtained, This is of course fine if one has several hundred good condition 

sets of gears! 

For Sale 
 

1937 A7 Ruby. Drives well and is in good overall condition. Interior 

appears to be original. Engine & Chassis numbers show it is likely to 

be the original engine. Will have full mechanical check and 2 new 

tyres prior to sale. Can be viewed at the Moretonhampstead Motor 

Museum   

 £6,500 ono.  Contact Frank on 07773 554257 for more details   

 

For Sale 
 

Four copies of Pitman’s ‘The Book of the Austin Seven and Eight’.  
   

Two copies are well used and priced at £11.00 and £12.00.   

The third is very clean with only a minor thumb print, priced at £15.00.   

The fourth is in almost mint condition, complete with dust cover and priced at £17.00.  (All plus P/P) .   
 

Please contact Ken Hickman on 01726 882530 
 

Wanted 
 

Sports front spring, flat or 1” camber. 
 

Please contact David Aylmore (details on back page) 
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Wanted 
 

Usable 4.00 x 17 tyres 

Ignition switch (circa 1937) 

Any part of the back seat of a 1937 Ruby 
 

Please contact Alan on 01803 882264 
 

For Sale 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Contact John Pine on 01803 851256 

 

For Sale 
 

1939 Forlite Big 7 - EYA 600.  Just 80 miles since engine rebuild.  Handbook, paperwork, photos etc. 

Contact Jeff Horell on 

01392 841574 for more details. 

 

For Sale 

1935 Austin 7 Opal.  Has been stored for over 20 years, following a light restoration. 

Please contact Paul Manser on 07833 333538 for further details. 

 

For Sale 

Various spares including;- Ruby Chassis, 2 rear mounted petrol tanks, various door handles, late type torque tubes, 

propshafts, track rods, drag links, oil pump drive, dynamo housing, updraught inlet manifold, exhaust manifolds,  early 

style gear lever, timing gears, fan blades, fan pulley assembly, Ruby throttle pedal, advance/retard steering column  

assembly, various 19” wheels, ‘D’ type back axles, complete front axle, L.C. cylinder heads, Alloy brake shoes—both 

widths, front & rear springs, windscreen wiper motor, water manifolds and lots, lots more small bits. 
 

Please contact Peter Gregson— peter@woodenships.co.uk or tel 07747 826281 for more information. 

 

Austin 7 related items ‘Wanted’ or ‘For Sale’  can be advertised in Devon Sevens free of charge. Items will be  

removed from the listings after 3 months unless you have notified me that you would like the advert to continue.   

 

Thank you  - Janet  (Editor - contact details on back page) 

Handbrake Gaiter - £3 Instrument Panel - £8 

Late 1937 3 bearing crankcase - £25 



16 

2022 Events 
Club Events 
 

Sunday March 20th   AGM – Spreyton followed by Sunday Lunch at Tom Cobley. (Details on pages 3 & 4.) 
 

Monday March 21st Club Zoom Night - details on page 2. 
 

Sunday April 24th    Drive it Day – see page 4 for 2 Devon events. 
 

Wed. May 11th  Dartmoor Ramble and Picnic, starting in Bovey Tracey - more details next month 
 

Sunday May 22nd   DVCC Autojumble – Contact David Aylmore for details 
 

Saturday June 4th Visit to Eggesford Airfield, details on page 5 or contact Nick Borst-Smith. 
 

Saturday June 18th Summer Drive Out, see page 6 for details, or contact Nick Borst-Smith. 
 

Sat/Sun July 9th & 10th   Historic Vehicle Gathering, Powderham. Full details on page 6. 
 

Tues/Sun July19th to 24th  A7 Centenary Rally. Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucestershire. Members who have a   

     confirmed booking please notify Mike Gregson (details on back page) 
 

Sat/Sun July 30th & 31st  Rosemoor Vintage Weekend. Details on page 7, entry forms to Nick Borst-Smith 
 

Friday/Sunday Aug. 5th to 7th Torbay Steam Fair. Booking information not yet available.. 
 

Tuesday Sept.13th  Widecombe Fair, details to follow or contact David Aylmore (details on back page) 
 

Saturday Sept. 17th  Sidmouth Classic Car Show Entry forms not yet available. 

 

Other Events 
 

Wed March 9th   North Devon Group run - meet at The Castle Inn, Landkey.  Contact Chris Hartnoll for 

    more details - e-mail: chartnoll@icloud.com  
 

Sat June 4th June.  Classic Vehicle Gathering to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee. Joint display at The  

    Lawns, Dawlish & The Den, Teignmouth Contact Angie Weatherhead, Events,  

    Projects and Tourism Officer. Tel: 01626 863388 / 07584 052306    

    e-mail Projects@dawlish.gov.uk for more details. Entry form also available from  

    secretary@devonsevens.co.uk  
 

Sun June12th   Lynmouth Valley Classic Car Show. Contact lynvalleyclassic@gmail.com or see  

    www.lynvalleyclassic.co.uk for full details and an entry form. 
 

Sun July 3rd   Beaulieu A7 National Rally. Entry forms should be available shortly on the Pre-War A7 

    Club website. www.pwa7c.co.uk  or from David Aylmore. 
 

Sat/Sun July 2nd & 3rd Chickerell Steam &Vintage Show.  Contact  e-mail – info@chickerellsteamshow.uk or 

    look at www.chickerellsteamshow.uk  for full details 
 

Sunday July 17th  Dawlish Classic Vehicle Gathering, The Lawns, Dawlish. Contact Angie Weatherhead, 

    Events, Projects and Tourism Officer. Tel: 01626 863388 / 07584 052306     

    e-mail Projects@dawlish.gov.uk  for more details.  

    Entry form also available from secretary@devonsevens.co.uk  
 

Monday Aug. 29th Merry Harriers Classic Car Show, entry forms not yet available  

mailto:Projects@dawlish.gov.uk
mailto:secretary@devonsevens.co.uk
mailto:lynvalleyclassic@gmail.com
http://www.lynvalleyclassic.co.uk
http://www.pwa7c.co.uk
mailto:info@chickerellsteamshow.uk
mailto:Projects@dawlish.gov.uk
mailto:secretary@devonsevens.co.uk
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DA7C Badges.     
 

Car Badge. 
 

 

There is a choice of 2 styles of Car Badge. Both have the same Green & White motif with   
black lettering. 
 

1. A small windscreen self adhesive badge which is ideal for a “Modern” if space for a larger  

 external badge is not available. - £1 each 
 

2. A high quality Chrome & Enamel external badge as shown in the Illustration.  
 

 1 badge £13.50 inc. 2nd class post, 2 badges £25 inc. 2nd Class post. 
 

 

Embroidered Badge. 
 

We also have a very smart embroidered club badge available. It is 3 1/4” (80mm) in diameter and 
is, as shown in the picture, very similar in design to the car badge.  
 

Cost is £3.50 (plus 50p postage) 
 

 

Lapel Badge. 
 

These metal badges measure 25mm diameter, and the cost is a very reasonable £2.25 inc. p & p. 
 
 

All badges can be purchased by contacting David Aylmore by phone, post or e-mail or can be  

collected from any club event.  
 

Contact details are on the back page. 

Keeping Informed 
 

For those of you with a computer or smart phone etc, you might find the following websites a useful source of 

information and news.   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For advice on  how to make the best use of our website you can contact Nick Borst-Smith at: 
registrar@devonsevens.co.uk 

www.devonsevens.co.uk - welcome to the website for the Devon Austin 7 

Club. The Club Website is currently undergoing some changes, so it might 

not be fully functional at times. We hope that once the improvements have 

been completed it will have a more modern look and will be much easier for 

us to keep up to date. 

Don’t forget you can also follow the Devon Austin Seven Club  

on our Facebook page. 

www.austinsevenfriends.com - the one stop web site for Austin 7   
enthusiasts across the world. Austin 7 news and events throughout the  
country and beyond! 

Useful Facebook Groups:  Austin Seven 

     Austin 7 Spares/Cars for sale Group 

April 2022 Newsletter 
 

Please send your letters, comments, articles and photos to devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk  or by post to Janet 

Aylmore, Corner Cottage, Ideford, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ13 0BG.  
 

Copy for inclusion in the April issue should be with me by Wednesday 16th March 2022 and the  

newsletter will be distributed on or before Wednesday 23rd March. 
 

To avoid any possible problems with copyright, please confirm, when sending in articles, photo ’s diagrams, 

maps etc, that they are free from any copyright restrictions. For information, the copyright remains with the 

originator of any photos etc for 50 years and the originator’s permission is required before they can legally be 

reproduced or distributed. Within the very friendly A7 world, there is generally not a problem, so long as the 

originators copyright is acknowledge but I need to be made aware of the situation before publishing. 
 

Many thanks.  Ed. 

mailto:devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk
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Devon Austin 7 Club - Officers & Committee members 2021/22 
 

Secretary, Membership Secretary & DVLA Rep. 

David Aylmore 

Corner Cottage 

Ideford  

Newton Abbot,  

TQ13 0BG      
 

Tel: 01626 852259    

E-Mail: secretary@devonsevens.co.uk 

   membership@devonsevens.co.uk 
 

Car Identification Number Registrar:   

Nick Borst-Smith   

Waterhouse Barn 

Coddiford Hill 

Cheriton Fitzpaine 

EX17 4BD 
 

Tel: 01363 866 819  

E-mail: registrar@devonsevens.co.uk 

 

Committee Member: 
Richard Bishop       

40 Feltrim Avenue 

Exeter             

EX2 4RP 
 

Tel: 01392 439916 

E-mail: rchrdbshp7@gmail.com 

 

Committee Member: 

Viv Gale 

7 Gifford Close 

Hartland 

Bideford 

EX39 6HY 
 

Tel: 01237 441272 

E-mail: vivgeogale@gmail.com 

Treasurer: 

Ian Mould 

The Shieling 

Pound Hill 

Holcombe Rogus 

Wellington  TA21 0PJ 
 

Tel: 01823 674427 

E-Mail: treasurer@devonsevens.co.uk  

 

 

Committee Member: 

Mike Gregson 

Penpark 

Bickington 

Newton Abbot,  

TQ12 6LH 
 

Tel: 01626 821314  

E-mail: mike@penpark.co.uk 

 

Committee Member: 

Michael Tabeart 

2 Scalwell Mead 

Seaton 

EX12 2DW 

 

Tel: 01297 624208  

       07523055291 
 

E-mail: mttabeart@gmail.com      

Newsletter Editor 
 

Janet Aylmore 

Corner Cottage 

Ideford. 

Newton Abbot. 

TQ13 0BG 
 

Tel: 01626 852259   

E-Mail: devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk 
 

The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the writers and not necessarily those of the Editor or the 
Devon Austin Seven Club. Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the technical advice and  
information, the Club and its officers accept no liability for loss, damage or injury from persons acting upon the 
advice or information given in this publication. 

mailto:devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk

