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The Devon A7 Club
It’s time to renew your DA7C Membership.
Please see details on page 6.

Stuart Palmer going through Tissington Ford
during the early hours of the morning on the
Edinburgh Trial in October. They came 4th in
class 0, out of 23 cars - good result!

Andy Grabham visiting Exeter early one morning

Good to see DA7C members out and about, enjoying their cars.

Paul Sleeman on a Remembrance Sunday run out.
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Starting Handle
Now that I have sold the Ruby and just have the Special to look after should mean
that I am on top of all the car maintenance jobs which need to be done. But I just
have not had time as I have been up on the scaffold around my son’s house
painting windows! They live in an old cob farmhouse and the rendering was
parting company from the cob and the windows needed replacing all good fun!
Anyway I had a week spare before I started my radiotherapy for my prostate
cancer so up the ladder, painting windows and helping my son to put up facia
boards and guttering, quite a busy week.

I have also been busy at the allotment processing the tree that toppled into the river several weeks ago.
There were actually two trees involved and, last week, younger son and I managed to winch the smaller one
onto the bank and start chain sawing it into manageable lengths for storing and drying out.
The river has provided quite a good amount of timber this year so the supplies for the woodburner are pretty
good, definitely enough to see us through a couple of winters.
A lot of our time has been spent helping with the young grandchildren, children of my eldest son who has
three boys the youngest having a brain tumour which causes regular fits. However only a month ago he was
operated on at Great Ormond Street hospital and so far he is clear of them. All a big worry for the parents
and not so easy for us as grandparents standing on the touch line!
So there we are all rather busy with everything and nothing remotely to do with Austin 7’s, hopefully I will
have something a little more mechanical to talk about next time.
Richard Bishop

The committee of the Devon Austin 7 Club
would like to wish all members and friends
of the club a very Happy Christmas
and a peaceful and healthy New Year.
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Secretary’s Notes
I mentioned last month that I had been talking to the Technical Manager at Frost
Auto Restoration, and I am pleased to confirm that we have arranged a 10%
discount for Devon A7 Club Members. All you have to do is register/sign up at
https://www.frost.co.uk/club-members-sign-up/ and use the code DASC-XTEN.
This will then create a unique discount code for you which is valid for 60 days.
In addition, Lee Gameson, the Technical Manager, has offered to help with any technical advice on any Frost
Product. He can be contacted direct on Tel: 01925 648555, Mobile:07592 523455 or by e-mail at
lee@frost.co.uk.
There is a new addition this month to the list of ‘Trusted Suppliers of A7 Goods & Services’. I heard from
Peter Gregson that he had received very good service from a Shot Blasting firm in Avonwick, South Brent Rocket Blasting Ltd and full details are on page 13. Incidentally, I used the same company over 10 years
ago when the owner, Dave Rocket, was trading out of his house in Kingsteignton, and I was very pleased
with his work back then, so he must have done something right in the intervening years.
The FBHVC have once again been very busy lobbying the Government on behalf of the Classic/Vintage car
movement, and details of their latest negotiations with the DfT can be found on Page 11. I have been
contacted by a couple of Members who were concerned about the possible ramifications of the
Government’s ‘Future of Transport Regulatory Review’ and I hope that the information from the FBHVC
should help to allay their concerns.
Richard Soffe contacted me earlier this month to highlight an article in The Economist regarding electric cars.
It just goes to prove that ‘what goes around comes around’’
The Economist – Oct 30th 2021.
A new study argues that insufficient infrastructure doomed the first electric cars. With a more robust power
grid, petrol-powered cars might have been a minority
“All is rotary, beautifully perfect and wonderfully efficient,” said one evangelist for electric vehicles (evs).
“There is not that almost terrifying uncertain throb and whirr of the powerful combustion engine…no
dangerous and evil smelling gasoline and no noise. Perfect freedom from vibration assures both comfort and
peace of mind.”
Translated into Twitter-ese, such views would not sound out of place from Elon Musk. But their author was
Thomas Edison, pioneer of the light bulb, in 1903.
Happy Austineering.
David.

Devon Sevens Video – be a film star
We are putting together plans for a short video on our Club. It is intended to give a glimpse into life with a
Seven. With winter approaching we thought an indoor start would be appropriate, so we are looking for
anyone who has a Seven under restoration, or parts of being restored or any engineering aspect of
ownership. Filming this episode would require about 3-4 hours of time. The film crew (Steve) hopes for 3-4
locations covering different aspects. Hands up please.
Eventually following scenes will require actual cars both static, maybe at Shows, and driving in various
locations in Devon, if you would like to take part please let me know.
Nick Borst-Smith
E-mail: nickbs@outlook.com

Call: 01363 866819 or 07809 568120
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Zoom Club Night
A chance to safely catch up with other DA7C members, without leaving
the comfort of your own home

Monday December 20th 2021 at 7pm
Join us for a festive Members’ Catch Up Evening
(Christmas jumper, Christmas hat, a glass of something festive, a mince pie??? - just a thought!!)

Monday January 17th 2022 at 7pm
Join us at our regular monthly Members’ Catch Up Evening
Zoom link will be sent out by e-mail
1 week in advance of each meeting

Re:Fuel -“Cars & Coffee” venue
Sunday December 19th 2021 & Sunday January 16th 2022
Held at Mansell Raceway, Dunkerswell, EX14 4AH.
It’s not a “car show”, so you can bring absolutely anything you like from
the daily family transport to a Lamborghini,
as long as you’re an enthusiast, you’re welcome
Admission is £7.50 per vehicle (not per person)
At the moment (to comply with COVID “test & trace” laws) we are temporarily
pre-ticketing Re:Fuel on Eventbrite and they add a £1.18 booking fee on top.
To buy your ticket go to: www.re-fuel.co.uk/tickets

2022 A7 JOGLE/LEJOG
As mentioned in last month’s Newsletter, an A7 ‘End to End’ run is being
organised by the South Wales A7 Club over the Easter period next year. A brief
outline is given below and please let me know if you might be interested in taking
part. No firm commitment needed at this stage, we are just ‘testing the water’ to
see if there is enough interest for us to organise a ‘Devon Members Convoy’.
David Aylmore – (Contact details on back page)
This is a run for the more adventurous Austin 7 owner and a good opportunity to
get younger family members involved. Running out of petrol half way up Shap in
the rain is guaranteed to create life long memories.
There won’t be any booking in tents at either end, people will be required to take a
picture of their car at either end and outside the Longbridge gates. The photos will
form part of the certificate in addition to the names of the drivers that took part.
There is no set route or direction (can start at either end or do both), but to help people take a safe approach
to the run they need to take longer than 24 hours to complete the end to end run.
The photos must be taken between 1am on Saturday the 9th April 2022 and Midnight on Sunday the 24th
April 2022. A 16 day window will make it easier for people to book holiday, take a more scenic route or avoid
bad weather.
If you are interested in taking part please contact Peter Hales at swa7csecretary@gmail.com or visit the
events page on the Southwalesaustinsevenclub.com website
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Reply to Group Capt. Wingspan from Alan Bosley
Dear Captain Wingspan,
I agree completely with your observation on manners. I have a slightly different set of experiences but not
with Mercs (we are too poor round here), but BMWs. I have come to the conclusion that BMWs have poor
brakes and no reverse gear. I am sure you can work out why I have deduced this.
If you own a BMW as well as your 7, then my apologies to you but do try to find reverse gear if we meet in
narrow North Devon lanes.
Alan

New Member
This month we welcome Steve Kennedy to the Devon Austin
Seven Club. Steve lives in Bideford and owns a 1929 Chummy in
maroon and black. We look forward to seeing Steve and his
Chummy out and about at future events.
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Membership Renewals for 2022
Yes, I’m afraid it’s that time of year, but I am pleased to
confirm that the annual membership fee has been held at
the present level of £10 for another year. The cost of
sending a printed newsletter to those members without an
internet connection has also been held at £13 for 2022.
However we will unfortunately have to pass on the
increased cost and postage for the A7CA Quarterly Grey
Magazine meaning that next years subscription will rise to
£12.
Renewal fees are due at the end of December 2021
and a renewal form has been sent as an attachment with this newsletter.
Please complete the form and send it in as soon as possible. Full details of how to pay and where to send the
paperwork are on the renewal form but if you have any questions, please contact me. (details on back page)
You will recall that for the last few years, in an effort to reduce unnecessary costs and materials, we
introduced a new permanent membership card so the one you have will last for as long as you remain a
member.
The ‘Trusted Suppliers of A7 Goods & Services’ leaflet which has previously been sent out to all members
will now only be available on the Club Website - www.devonsevens.co.uk. Printed copies will however still be
sent to those members without e-mail.
As we didn’t charge any renewal fees for 2021, it has been 2 years since we have been able to check that
our records are up to date, so please complete the renewal form in full and notify us of any changes in
contact details and/or car ownership. If over the last 2 years, you have bought or sold any A7’s, there is a
space on the renewal form to note any changes, or you can contact Nick Borst-Smith direct. His contact
details are on the back page of the newsletter.
And finally, whilst I sincerely hope that you will decide to renew your membership for 2022, I do realise that
circumstances change over time and for various reasons, you may not wish to remain a member. If that is the
case, please drop me an e-mail so that I can amend our records.
Many thanks
David Aylmore. Membership Secretary

Photograph Wanted
Whilst we no longer send out new membership cards each year, I do try to change the A7 picture each
January and am looking for a suitable photo for 2022.
If you would like to have your car featured on next year’s Membership Cards, please send me a suitable
picture. It needs to be ‘Landscape’ and taken from side on. These are the last 2 I have used by way of
example.

Many thanks.
David (Membership Secretary)
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David’s Diary
I seem to have once again fallen into the same trap as I have suffered from in the past. I start out with a plan
to do a relatively easy and quite quick job on the car and then find more and more jobs to do. This time, as
mentioned in the last couple of newsletters, I took the front axle off with a view to having the eyes shrunk
back to their original size. Couple of hours to remove, 2 weeks away for machining and then re-fit – all back
on the road in 3 weeks? Well, No – firstly, it was sensible to renew the kingpins & bushes while the axle was
off, then the front spring was found to be worn, so best to take that off to have a look. Now although it looked
possible to reach the nuts on the ‘U’ bolts through the engine compartment, that proved impossible, so the
front shock absorber assembly, bonnet stay, radiator and fan pulley had to come off to get access.

Then during a break for a Cuppa, I picked up an old article from the Bristol A7 Club which reminded me that
for many years I had meant to check the Steering Arm for cracks. With everything on the front end
dismantled, this was the ideal opportunity. What I found was a bit of a surprise and you can read more on
that subject on page 9.
Then of course all parts needed cleaning and refurbishing. The result of that is that the car remains on its
axle stands after over 2 months!!! Is it just me?
I am sure that many of us have odd bits and pieces around the garage which we use to help with various
maintenance jobs on our 7’s. A while ago, whilst struggling to attach the brake shoe springs, I came up with
the idea of using a luggage strap and have kept one in the toolbox ever since. It is about 1” wide and has a
spung loaded grip buckle on one end. With the brake shoes in place, I wrap the strap around and tighten it up
to hold the shoes in place, leaving both hands free to fix the springs.

Works for me – does anyone else have a similar
‘tool’ for other jobs on their cars?
Stay safe & continue to enjoy your 7.
David.
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Coffee Break Time

(answers on page 12)
By Julie Eddles

When completed, the lower numbered grid below will reveal a quotation from a published novel.
Begin by filling in the answers to the Acrostic Clues in the first grid, you will see that the first letters
of the answers to the clues, reading from top to bottom, spell out the title of the book. Then transfer the
numbered letters to the corresponding numbers in the lower grid to show the quotation.
Some letters from the quotation have been used twice.
The name of the author can be found in the following anagram:
ATHENA PLUM

…A…………

…U……

1. Unusual, the name is an odourless gas (7)

34

5

53

93

60

103

2. Server’s warning (3,3)

111

28

43

76

104

18

3. River steamer is a musical (8)

50

29

11

67

12

109

22

4. Arm covers may hold records (7)

62

39

9

49

82

113

1

5. Deciphered the sound of retired medic entering action (7)

8

90

55

2

71

27

4

6. A prize wasting away (7)

68

59

23

87

95

36

25

7. Auntie Min can be there shortly (2,1,6)

3

103

65

91

7

51

58

8. Marksman has small owl (7)

102

63

16

72

32

97

38

9. The seedy tray fell apart recently (9)

69

99

31

105

77

20

101

10. Change the electrical light control (6)

61

15

54

10

112

80

11. For a first attempt include butter (5)

47

94

57

17

110

12. Dwell in trendy custom (7)

79

108

63

19

88

33

24

13. Indulge skilful, it’s permissible (9)

84

13

66

2

75

81

5

14. Make a note of the LP (6)

26

64

6

107

86

41

15. Sir Pine can fire up enthusiasm (7)

30

78

74

46

45

96

56

16. So, the change going west is for moral significance (5)

83

106

44

52

92

17. No ropes for the spy (7)

70

100

48

14

85

37

23

8

73

98

106

35

40

42

89

21

Steering Arms, Warning
For some years, I have been aware of stories circulating about cracks appearing in standard A7 steering
arms and have thought “must check mine sometime” and then promptly forgotten about it until another report
emerged. Well, as you know, I have been working on the front axle of our 4 seat Tourer for a some time, and
while waiting for the delivery of a new front spring, I actually got round to removing the steering arm and
checking it and yes, it is cracked!!! Not a nice feeling now I look back on all the journeys we have done.
If I can find a second-hand spare, I will test that before fitting, but having done a bit more research, it is
estimated that around 80% of arms in use are cracked, so I may have to test a few even if I can find some.
One of our cherished suppliers – David Cochrane, ( www.a7c.co.uk ) has designed and manufactured new
arms, but is waiting for a new batch to be machined and they are not expected to be ready until the new year.
So, for the time being, I will refit the existing one, and drive gently!!
For those who might like to test their steering arms a bit sooner than I did, this is the method I used. It comes
from an article written by John Bowring for the Victoria A7 Club way back in 2002 and was reproduced by the
Bristol A7 Club in Feb 2011.
Fix the Steering Arm in the vice so that the inside radius of the arm is uppermost and so that you can work on
the radius with a rat tailed file (any small round fine file will do the job). File the radius with a rolling action
until you have removed the forging ridge and the area either side is smooth.
Now you need some emery ribbon (I didn’t have any so used fine grade wet & dry rolled up into a cigarette
size roll). Rub the inside of the radius until it is smooth and free of file marks. This will take about 3-5 mins.
Inspect the radius to see that it has a smooth and even flat finish. (photo A)

Location of Crack

Photo A

Photo B

Photo C

With an aerosol of WD40 spray the radius for a good 5 secs blast. Remove the arm from the vice and put a
long screwdriver or tommy bar through the hole that normally takes the ball joint. Hold the screwdriver so that
the shaft is horizontal and the steering arm is free to swing on the shaft. Holding the screwdriver in one hand,
and a steel hammer in the other strike the OUTSIDE radius of the steering arm with a strong enough blow to
make it rotate 3 or 4 times. (photo B)
Repeat this 3 times and then have a close look at the filed inside radius to see what you can see (I used a
magnifying glass). Hopefully you will see nothing (photo C). Good luck.
Note – if you are unsure or want a definitive test, there are crack test kits available to buy or many
engineering companies will be able to carry out a MPI ( Magnetic Particle Inspection) for you.
David Aylmore.
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Anti-freeze: use the correct product in your 'Seven'
Editors Note- This article was first published in FBHVC Newsletters in 2010 and is currently on the Cornwall
A7 Club website. Whilst the advice is now some 11 years old, I believe that the information is still relevant
although some of the trade names may have changed.
As the Autumn months arrive we should seriously think about antifreeze in our car engines. It is not
straightforward as we have to use an Ethylene Glycol antifreeze in the 'Seven' engine.
Newsletter No 1 - 2010
"Technology moves forward and new products are constantly being launched with claims to improved
formulations and performance. With the recent bitterly cold weather in January antifreeze has been in the
headlines, with some alarming stories which at first seem to be about the well-known tendency of antifreeze
to find the tiniest hole and cause leakages – but in these cases it has led to catastrophic engine problems”.
Traditional blue ethylene glycol is a toxic but highly effective antifreeze and contains silicates as an inhibitor
to help prevent corrosion in an engine with mixed metals in its make-up. Bluecol and Blue Star are well
known brand names and both of these are declared suitable for ‘classic cars’ on their company websites. Be
aware that there are also low- or no-silicate ethylene glycol formulations (usually red) available which may not
be suitable for all engines.
Propylene glycol is another well-known and less toxic antifreeze formula and usually contains silicates but
Comma, the main manufacturer, have now discontinued it in favour of an ethylene glycol product containing
‘bittering agents’ to make it less palatable and minimise the risk of accidental poisoning.
Both of the above products use inorganic additive technology (IAT). Recently problems have been reported
concerning the use of antifreeze mixtures using organic acid technology (OAT). OAT was introduced in the
mid-1990s and the products are biodegradable, recyclable and do not contain either silicates or phosphates
and are designed to be longer lasting. However these products do seem to cause problems in older engines;
over and above the ability of antifreeze to find the smallest crevice and leak, OAT antifreezes have been
accused of destroying seals and gaskets and causing a great deal of damage in ‘old’ engines. For this reason
the manufacturers do not recommend their use in historic vehicles. These products are usually coloured red,
pink or orange.
The final category is HOAT. These products use hybrid organic acid technology in an ethylene glycol base
with some silicates in the formulation alongside the organic corrosion inhibitors. The product is usually
coloured green and are not recommended for use in historic vehicles.
The Federation is still researching this problem but our advice at the moment is:
* only use blue coloured IAT antifreeze in historic vehicles;
*
only use OAT products (‘advanced’ or ‘long life’ antifreeze) if the vehicle used it when new and if
specifically directed by the vehicle’s manufacturer;
* never mix different types of antifreeze without thoroughly flushing out the system;
* always replace the coolant within the time scale specified by the antifreeze manufacturer as the corrosion
inhibitors break down over time."
[ NB: Product labels state that the radiator should be drained and flushed, the hosepipe suffices rather than
proprietary flushing liquids, every two years.]
Newsletter No 2 - 2010
"In the article in the last newsletter, we said ‘Bluecol and Blue Star are well known brand names and both of
these are declared suitable for classic cars’. Perhaps we should clarify that we were referring to the traditional
blue coloured Bluecol - but the company also sell a red coloured Organic Acid Technology (OAT) product
suitable only for modern cars, not classics. Even more confusingly, there is also Bluecol U which marketed as
a universal top up and not an antifreeze product with which you would fill the whole tank. The manufacturer
has assured us that this is suitable for historic vehicles.
It has also been brought to our attention that Halford’s sell a blue-coloured ‘Advanced’ antifreeze which has a
label containing the phrase: ‘Older vehicles can further benefit...’ but on further examination it was discovered
that this product does indeed contain OAT and therefore cannot be recommended for historic engines.
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Anti-freeze: use the correct product in your 'Seven' cont.
It does remain a rather confused picture, but the important facts to remember for historic vehicle owners are:
use only Inorganic Additive Technology (IAT) products according to the manufacturers’ instructions and take
great care with any liquid containing ethylene glycol."
Warning: Ethylene Glycol is extremely poisonous and harmful to small animals. Handle it carefully and wash
away any spillage.
All motor factors should stock Ethylene Glycol antifreeze.

FBHVC Matters
FBHVC Position Statement on the Future of Transport Regulatory Review
The FBHVC has been in dialogue with the Department for Transport regarding the recently released
proposals within the DfT’s Future of Transport Regulatory Review.
In particular, there were concerns raised by the historic vehicle community around the implied intent of the
review to make it an offence to modify, remove or reduce the effectiveness of an existing vehicle system.
The preliminary view of the Legislation Committee of the Federation (FBHVC) was that the consultation
proposals that the DfT have put forward should be viewed in the context of a number of expected future
developments in transport and any future legislation will be applicable to “tomorrow’s vehicles”.
The principle accepted within government and reflected in the Construction and Use Regulations and Road
Vehicle Lighting Regulations is that a vehicle need only conform to the regulatory standards of its time to
remain on the road. Subsequent standards are not applicable to it. In addition, where contemporary
regulations did not specify a design or build standard, the law has not barred modifications to for example
ignition, brakes and suspension in older vehicles to improve safety, reliability and efficiency. Thus, the main
aim of the Federation’s response to the consultation was to ensure that the above principle was maintained
and there was to be no retrospective application of any new provisions.
As a benefit of the long-standing working relationship between FBHVC and DfT, the Federation received an
early invitation to respond directly to the DfT ahead of the formal Consultation.
The Federation has received a detailed written response from the DfT, who have given assurances that they
do not intend their proposals to prevent legitimate motorsport activities, prevent restoration, repairs or
legitimate improvements to vehicles, such as classic cars or motorbikes or to negatively impact businesses
involved in these activities. These assurances are reflected in the recent issue of an updated consultation
paper on the DfT website.
They also confirmed older vehicles will not be expected to comply with new type approval standards.
Clearly, any subsequent draft legislative proposals will have to be examined carefully. As a formal
stakeholder, the Federation will be engaged in consultations on any future proposed legislation. It will also be
providing a full response to the Consultation to ensure that initial undertakings are maintained throughout the
process.
John Turley, FBHVC Rep
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Ride Height?
A technical query that I hope someone can help with.
Our 1931 boat tailed tourer, on 19” wheels, has an unladen ride height, on all four corners of 70cms. With
driver the rear RH drops to 66cms. and the LH to 67cms. With both driver and passenger both the rear
measurements drop to 65cms.
Although when stationary no contact is visible, when driven on the road the tyres are heard to contact the
bodywork. There are marks on both rear inner wheel arches where the tyres have made contact.
Should the ride height be higher, unladen, at the rear or is it an indication of weak springs that need
resetting?
I have been unable to find published ride heights for this model.
Any advice or suggestions would be appreciated.
Barry Sangster.

Where are they now?
I have been contacted by Paul Canty whose friend used to own a
1935 A7 Reg BTA 943 in the 1960’s when she lived in Devon.
The car apparently suffered a rear end prang and was sold to an
Antiques dealer for £18.
It does not appear on the A7CA Chassis Register but is listed by
DVLA as being taxed to 1st Nov 2022 and is now Maroon/Black. The
last V5 was issued in 2015 so it looks like it is out there somewhere.
If anyone has any information, please contact me in the first instance.
Hopefully we can put the present owner in touch with Paul, whose
friend has some period photos and information about the car.
Many thanks.
David Aylmore

ACROSTIC ANSWERS from page 8.
The author’s name is Pamela Hunt and the title of the book, Miss Daisy’s Diaries. This delightful book about
the life of an Austin 7 with her owner, who she refers to as Her Ladyship, is told with humour and lively
imagination, and also brings to life Miss Daisy’s past with her previous owners through her reminiscences.
Recommended by Ian Jones in a previous issue of this magazine, if you haven’t already met Miss Daisy, this
book and sequel Miss Daisy Conquers Britain make a worthy addition to your Austin 7 library, and a very
pleasant read for the coming winter months.
Miss Daisy’s Diaries and Miss Daisy Conquers Britain are published by Matador and the author’s website is
http://www.missdaisydiaries.co.uk/
The answers to the clues are:
1. Methane

2. It’s hot 3. Showboat 4. Sleeves 5. Decoded 6. Atrophy 7. In a minute 8. Shooter

9. Yesterday 10. Switch

11. Debut

12. Inhabit 13. Allowable 14. Record 15. Inspire 16. Ethos

17. Snooper
The quotation from the book is:
So I decide to blow out a rear tyre, this time her Ladyship does notice but as she always does when I have a
problem she pretends not to notice.
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Club Events
Monday December 20th 2021
Monday January 17th 2022

Club Zoom Meeting
Club Zoom Meeting

See page 4 for details.
See page 4 for details.

Other Events
Sunday December 19th 2021
Sunday January 16th 2022
July 19th - 24th 2022

Re-Fuel
Details on page 4
Re-Fuel
Details on page 4
Austin 7 Centenary Rally

New business to add to your list of Trusted Traders - recommended by a club member.
Rocket Blasting Ltd (Dave Rocket) for sandblasting, shotblasting & spraying etc.
Website: www.rocketblasting.co.uk
E-mail: rocketblasting@yahoo.co.uk
Tel: 01364 72661
Head Office: Cutwellcombe Farm, Avonwick, South Brent, Devon, TQ10 9HA

Lost Spark!
Last year I was plagued by episodes of the car faltering, though on cooling down, reasonable running was
restored. Then, there was a get together at the Heanton Court pub near Barnstaple, and only a mile or so
from my abode, damn car conked out altogether in the worst place. I had to be taken home, hitch up trailer to
equally unreliable Defender and take it home.
Somebody noticed that the "acorn" connection of HT lead to coil was breaking up. When I later found time to
tinker, I had to remove the coil to tip it up and retrieve the bits of the "acorn". The coil had an internal rattle.
Coils should not rattle. Therefore, this coil was and still is NBG.
Replacing the coil has restored the running of the engine, and if it were even possible, given the little car (RN
saloon) a bit of acceleration. The coil was a new one from one of the current A7 suppliers. New in that it had
not done many miles but was still 6 or 7 years old.
Alan Bosely.

February 2022 Newsletter
Please send your letters, comments, articles and photos to devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk or by post to Janet
Aylmore, Corner Cottage, Ideford, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ13 0BG.
Copy for inclusion in the February issue should be with me by Wednesday January 19th 2022 and the
newsletter will be distributed on or before Wednesday 26th January.
To avoid any possible problems with copyright, please confirm, when sending in articles, photo’s diagrams,
maps etc, that they are free from any copyright restrictions. For information, the copyright remains with the
originator of any photos etc for 50 years and the originator’s permission is required before they can legally be
reproduced or distributed. Within the very friendly A7 world, there is generally not a problem, so long as the
originators copyright is acknowledge but I need to be made aware of the situation before publishing.
Many thanks. Ed.
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Wanted
Richard Soffe is looking for a trailer for an Austin 7. If you can help, please contact David Aylmore
initially - details on back page.
For Sale
Pair of inner wings for a 1935 2 seater APE. Would probably also fit Ruby. Brand new, bought a while back
for a restoration project but not used so now surplus to requirements. New price is around £80 each, would
accept £100 for the pair as I need the space.
Contact John Pine on 01803 851256
For Sale
1929 A7 RK ‘Top Hat’ Saloon
This is not thought to be an original RK Saloon but has a lot of history with bills and
letters covering a full rebuild at the Seven Workshop by David Phillips in 1990/91. In
present ownership since 2009 and has been garaged and kept in a very presentable
condition. It should only require minor recommissioning and a new battery to put it
back on the road again.
Price £10,000.
Contact Brab Hallowes by e-mail brab.hallowes@gmail.com for more information.

For Sale
1935 4 cylinder Ascot A12. Off road for 2 years but regularly run before
lockdown. Unfortunately the starter motor has gone. Only minor work
needed to bring it back to very good condition. Body and engine very
sound.
£7,000.
e-mail dkernick@gmail.com for more information.

For Sale
2 dynamos for sale, both c35a models. One is type BN7-6,
and the other is type BN3-0. Both dynamos are working.
Collection from Somerset.
£75 each ono
Contact Andy Grabham on 07833 124484,
email: nobbygrump@btinternet.com

14

For Sale
A7 4 speed Crash Gearbox. History & condition unknown but from a visual inspection looks to be in good
order and turns over smoothly. £60 ono. Contact David Aylmore – details on back page.

For Sale
1937 A7 Ruby. Drives well and is in good overall condition. Interior appears to be original. Engine & Chassis
numbers show it is likely to be the original engine. Will have full mechanical check and 2 new tyres prior to
sale. Can be viewed at the Moretonhampstead Motor Museum
£6,500 ono.
Contact Frank on 07773 554257 for more details

For Sale
Four copies of Pitman’s ‘The Book of the Austin Seven and Eight’.
Two copies are well used and priced at £11.00 and £12.00.
The third is very clean with only a minor thumb print, priced at £15.00.
The fourth is in almost mint condition, complete with dust cover and priced at £17.00. (All plus P/P) .
Please contact Ken Hickman - details on back page.
Austin 7 related items ‘Wanted’ or ‘For Sale’ can be advertised in Devon Sevens free of charge. Items will be
removed from the listings after 3 months unless you have notified me that you would like the advert to continue.

Thank you - Janet (Editor - contact details on back page)
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Keeping Informed
For those of you with a computer or smart phone etc, you might find the following websites a useful source of
information and news.
www.devonsevens.co.uk - welcome to the website for the Devon Austin 7
Club. The Club Website is currently undergoing some changes, so it might
not be fully functional at times. We hope that once the improvements have
been completed it will have a more modern look and will be much easier for
us to keep up to date.
Don’t forget you can also follow the Devon Austin Seven Club
on our Facebook page.
www.austinsevenfriends.com - the one stop web site for Austin 7
enthusiasts across the world. Austin 7 news and events throughout the
country and beyond!
Useful Facebook Groups:

Austin Seven
Austin 7 Spares/Cars for sale Group

For advice on how to make the best use of our website you can contact Nick Borst-Smith at:
registrar@devonsevens.co.uk

DA7C Badges.
Car Badge.
There is a choice of 2 styles of Car Badge. Both have the same Green & White motif with
black lettering.
1.

A small windscreen self adhesive badge which is ideal for a “Modern” if space for a larger
external badge is not available. - £1 each

2.

A high quality Chrome & Enamel external badge as shown in the Illustration.
1 badge £13.50 inc. 2nd class post, 2 badges £25 inc. 2nd Class post.

Embroidered Badge.
We also have a very smart embroidered club badge available. It is 3 1/4” (80mm) in diameter and
is, as shown in the picture, very similar in design to the car badge.
Cost is £3.50 (plus 50p postage)

Lapel Badge.
These metal badges measure 25mm diameter, and the cost is a very reasonable £2.25 inc. p & p.
All badges can be purchased by contacting David Aylmore by phone, post or e-mail or can be
collected from any club event.
Contact details are on the back page.
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Devon Austin 7 Club - Officers & Committee members 2021/22
Secretary, Membership Secretary & DVLA Rep.
David Aylmore
Corner Cottage
Ideford
Newton Abbot,
TQ13 0BG

Treasurer:
Ian Mould
The Shieling
Pound Hill
Holcombe Rogus
Wellington TA21 0PJ

Tel: 01626 852259
E-Mail: secretary@devonsevens.co.uk
membership@devonsevens.co.uk

Tel: 01823 674427
E-Mail: treasurer@devonsevens.co.uk

Car Identification Number Registrar:
Nick Borst-Smith
Waterhouse Barn
Coddiford Hill
Cheriton Fitzpaine
EX17 4BD

A7 Clubs’ Assoc. Rep.
Ken Hickman
The Old School House
Coombe
St. Austell
PL26 7LN

Tel: 01363 866 819
E-mail: registrar@devonsevens.co.uk

Tel: 01726 882530
E-mail: a7ca@devonsevens.co.uk

Committee Member:
Richard Bishop
40 Feltrim Avenue
Exeter
EX2 4RP

Committee Member:
Mike Gregson
Penpark
Bickington
Newton Abbot,
TQ12 6LH

Tel: 01392 439916
E-mail: rchrdbshp7@gmail.com

Tel: 01626 821314
E-mail: mike@penpark.co.uk

Committee Member:
Viv Gale
7 Gifford Close
Hartland
Bideford
EX39 6HY

Committee Member:
Michael Tabeart
2 Scalwell Mead
Seaton
EX12 2DW

Tel: 01237 441272
E-mail: vivgeogale@gmail.com

Tel: 01297 624208
07523055291
E-mail: mttabeart@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Janet Aylmore
Corner Cottage
Ideford.
Newton Abbot.
TQ13 0BG
Tel: 01626 852259
E-Mail: devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk

The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the writers and not necessarily those of the Editor or the
Devon Austin Seven Club. Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the technical advice and
information, the Club and its officers accept no liability for loss, damage or injury from persons acting upon the
advice or information given in this publication.
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