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Seaton Carnival Classic Car Show 

Sidmouth 

Members of the DA7C have 

been ‘Out & About’ in their cars.  

See page 9 for more details. 

 Also seen at Ottery, a very well restored 
Morris Oxford (circa 1927) 

 

A pair of Citroens at the Ottery Classic Car 
Show - 11.9cv Tourer & a rare 5cv  

Cabriolet with boat tail. 
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Starting Handle 
 

I look forward to our Club News Letter to read what club members have been up to, 

and snippets of information on what our past chairman, Richard, has been doing on 

his vegetable patch. Not to steal his thunder, I keep a small patch myself, but I live in 

a valley, and even as late as May, we can have a sharp frost, so any tender plants 

that I am bringing on can get frosted, and I could loose them.  As I like my broad 

beans with new potatoes I grow Charlottes, nice oval tubers and slug resistant and I 

plant them the first week in May. By the time they show, the frost has gone, and I am 

still lifting them now. 
 

During 'Covid' I have been reading a fair deal and found a book, entitled, ‘The Book of Really Good  

Recitations’, written, I would say, in the 1920s and covers, short stories and poems for recitations, and one 

short story caught my eye, and made me smile, because it reminded me of the time Kerry and myself were 

on a Stuart Line Boat Trip from Exmouth to Topsham, one we do most years to see the Avocets'. 
 

The short story is titled ‘Owl, Eagle and Hawk’: 

Two women were looking at some birds at the Zoological Gardens, one of them said, " Oh, there's a nowl". 

The other said, " It ain't a nowl, you silly, it's a neagle. Don't you know a nowl from a neagle"?  A man who 

was standing by said, "Ladies , I beg your pardon, but it ain't a nowl, and it ain't a neagle, it's a nawk"! 
 

Which leads me onto a true story of a boat trip on the Exe to Topsham. Stuart normally have a Wild Life  

Specialist on board, who will give a running commentary on the wild life. Unfortunately we had a passenger, 

who was continually interrupting, when a Whimbrel flew past, the passenger said loudly, “That's a Curlew”. 

There was a pause, when a small voice said, “No! Daddy says its' a Tiger Moth”. Again a pause, then a round 

of clapping and waving as a de Havilland Tiger Moth Aircraft flew past, followed by a second, who must have 

seen the waving and clapping, and did a turn to port and past us again, and did a wiggle of his wings and 

flew off, I assume to Exeter Airport. The last we saw of the passenger was his back going down the back 

stairs.  
 

Ken Hickman. 

Devon A7 Club Embroidered Clothing 
 

We have been looking into the possibility having some 

clothing produced with an embroidered  ‘Devon Austin 7 

Club’ design. The firm we have approached sell a very 

wide range of clothing and other articles such as  

umbrellas, hats & scarves and they can embroider or print 

any design that we might wish to have.  
 

Are there any members who have an artistic ability and 

who could come up with some suggestions for a suitable 

design? At present we have our club badge but we think 

we could, with your help, come up with a better design for 

clothing and perhaps something as an overall print for a 

scarf. 
 

Please let us have your ideas. Send them to me at  

secretary@devonsevens.co.uk 
 

mailto:secretary@devonsevens.co.uk
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Secretary’s Notes 
 

I would like to start this month by asking for your help. We really do need some 

more active members to step up and take on some of the work required to keep 

our club running. I do understand that joining a committee is not everyone’s cup of 

tea, but with the increased use of computers to ease the need to travel for  

meetings, I do feel that at least one of the barriers has been overcome. Please 

contact me or any other committee member if you think you might be able to help. 
 

In response to my mention of ‘Ethanol free petrol’ last month, I was pleased to hear from Will Wells from 

Chard who tells me that he has experience of using both ‘Sunoco’ and ‘Aspen’ fuels in racing motorbikes, 

mowers & chainsaws as well as his A7. There are various products sold under these trade names, and all 

are Ethanol free. They are more expensive at around £3.50 - £4 per litre but from a quick internet search 

there are about 15 stockists of the Aspen range in Devon. 
 

In the S. Wales A7 Club August newsletter, I was interested to read a comment that two of their members are 

hoping to arrange an ‘End to End’ (JOGLE) centenary celebration run in 2022. The provisional dates are a 

two week period over Easter and I will try to bring members more information as and when it becomes  

available. 
 

On page 7 you will find an e-mail from Bill Baker which I think raises an interesting topic for discussion. How 

can we continue to enjoy our hobby and at the same time be seen to be acting in an environmentally friendly 

manner? Should we as a Club, or the A7 movement as a whole, be more pro-active in offsetting our impact 

on the environment? I have heard of several projects where owners are looking at the practicality of powering 

their 7s with electric motors – is that the way forward? – Any comment or thoughts welcome. 
 

I haven’t yet heard from anyone about selling their spare parts at the Auto-Jumble on the 10th October at 

Buckfastleigh Railway. Full details are on page 4 so if you have anything to sell, now is the time to get in 

touch. If you don’t want to sell anything, why not come along and have a rummage to see if there is        

something you want to buy, or even to just have a chat and meet up with other A7 owners. It should be a 

good day out – fingers crossed for some good weather. 

I was sorry to hear from Nick Hawkins that due to lack of bookings, he has had to cancel the Dartmoor   

Weekend planned for October 1st - 3rd. Nick hopes to run a similar event in the spring and we will publish 

details as soon as they become available. 

Despite not being able to have our usual Club Stand at the Sidmouth Classic Car Show, we managed to put 

on a good show by arriving at the showground in a 7 Car convoy after doing a grand tour of Sidmouth      

Seafront. Thanks to Barry Sangster for his assistance in organising the arrival.  

 

 

 

Arriving at the same time, we were able to park together, but it was interesting that the organisers directed us 

all to a section of the showground closest to the gent’s toilets! We were just about the only group of pre-war 

cars there so perhaps they just assumed the drivers were all of a certain age and might need the facilities a 

bit more often than other owners!!! In any event it was a very enjoyable day with lots of interest from the    

public and hopefully we will be able to return next year with a full Club Stand. 
 

Happy Austineering - David 
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Dartmoor Weekend 1st - 3rd October 
 

 

Unfortunately Nick has had to cancel this event, but hopes to run a 

similar event in Spring 2022 - watch this space! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have booked a stall at the Autojumble with the objective of providing a meeting point for Devon Austin 

Seven Club members and to sell surplus parts on their behalf.   
 

The sale of parts will be a FREE service to members,   BUT 
 

We can only accept parts for sale on the following basis:- 
 

• Every part or collection of parts must have a tie on luggage label attached with your membership  

 number (NO NAME PLEASE), price required, and if it is not obvious, a description of what the part is. 
 

• When the item is sold the label will be cut off and kept with the money to be returned to the member. 
 

• Members can, if they wish, indicate on the label how much reduction they are willing to give to 

 `hagglers`. This will be indicated by adding a letter, ( A, B, or C ) after the price, `A` will entitle the 

 stallholder to give a maximum of 10% reduction, `B` 20% and `C` 50%. 
 

e.g. a label could read Mem No 5. - £100   B.   

(Selling for member No.5, price £100 possible 20% reduction) 
 

We are aware that there is always a certain amount of pilfering goes on at these events and whilst the  

people on the stall will be as vigilant as possible, neither the individual nor the club can accept  

responsibility for any losses.  
 

Why not come along and help on the stall for an hour or so - that way you can keep an eye on your spares, 

help the club, and have a good day out. You might also find that elusive part that you have been seeking for 

ages!!! 
 

If you are willing to volunteer to help out for all or part of the day, or have spares to sell,  please contact:  

David Aylmore - Contact details on the back page. 

 

DEVON VINTAGE CAR CLUB 
 

AUTOJUMBLE 
 

THE BEST IN THE WEST 
 

 SUNDAY 

10TH OCTOBER 2021 
 

SOUTH DEVON RAILWAY,  BUCKFASTLEIGH TQ11 0DZ 

CONVENIENTLY OFF THE A38 
 

Gates open 9am – 1pm    Entry £2.   
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Zoom Club Night  
 

Monday October 18th at 7pm 
 

 

Join us at our monthly Members’ Catch Up Evening 
 

A chance to safely catch up with other DA7C members, without leaving 

 the comfort of your own home 
 

Zoom link will be sent out by e-mail  

1 week in advance.  

Faulty Rotor Arms 
 

Recently manufactured rotor arms have been failing because the typical "mix" used in the injection moulding 

nowadays contains more carbon blacking and is therefore more conductive. More importantly, the rivet which 

holds the brass inlay into the moulding is slightly longer than the original, bringing it too close to the spring 

clip on the underside. The high tension current, averaging 30,000 volts, is always looking for the easiest 

route to earth and shorts out from the tip of the overlength rivet, through the reduced thickness of more  

conductive plastic and the spring clip on the underside of the rotor arm, to earth out down the distributor 

shaft. Result - no sparks at the plugs. The situation sometimes rectifies itself on cooling, but then reoccurs 

with increasing frequency until the rotor permanently short circuits.  
 

The picture shows what happens when one of the inferior ones  

actually shorts out and you lose all your sparks. For illustrative  

purposes, the Rotor Arm is upside down and the wire replaces the 

shaft, but as can be seen, the current has burnt through from the tip 

of the rivet and is earthing to the wire. 
 

Gordon McManus 
 

This article was originally published in the Sept Newsletter for the 

A7 Club of W. Australia. 

Success! 
Last month’s new member, Martin Cawthorne was looking for an A7 Ruby.   

He has been in touch to say that they are now proud A7 owners. 
 

Martin says they are very happy with the car, which seems ‘a good honest 

car with no secrets’. 
 

Congratulations Martin, we look forward to seeing you and your car out 

and about very soon. 
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David’s Diary 
 

Since the outing to the Re:Fuel Summer Festival last month, our Milk Delivery Car has stayed in the lock-up 

garage with little or no attention. There has however been some activity with the other 2 7s. On the 21
st
  

August, I drove our Tourer – Mabel up to Eggesford Airfield for a wonderful day out with about 12 other  

members, most of whom were also in their A7s.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately the weather was not clear enough to allow the planned flight in an 1940’s Auster, but it did stay 

dry for the drive up, and to allow everyone to have a good look around and a great time was had by all. The 

drive home was a very different matter. The rain just got heavier and heavier and although the hood was up, I 

had not taken the side screens so I was getting a little damp to say the least. I had driven up on the A377 

having taken a back roads route around Exeter, but decided to go back through Winkleigh, Whiddon Down & 

Moretonhampstead. As I drove on the high, open roads towards North Tawton, I was convinced that the 

weather was much clearer behind me, so I pulled into the Whiddon Down service area and parked under the 

canopy over the petrol pumps, hoping that the break in the clouds would catch up and I could continue in the 

dry. No such luck, the rain just came down even harder and when I couldn’t pretend any longer that I was 

filling up, had to drive on. 
 

By the time I was approaching Moretonhampstead, the rain had almost stopped, and coming round a sharp 

bend, I was surprised to find Eddie and Julie Eddles parked up in their Box Saloon at the roadside, with the 

bonnet open. I stopped to see if I could help and after a chat and look around, it looked like overheating was 

the cause of their problem. Between us we managed to pour in enough water to get going, but the engine did 

not sound happy and there was water dripping from the core plugs and around the side water manifold.  

Eddie drove on to the car park in Moretonhampstead where we topped the radiator up again and filled our 

containers and then carried on in convoy, planning to stop at the garage on Bovey straights to do the same 

again. Unfortunately, the garage was closed and with Eddie’s car engine sounding worse by the mile, we  

decided that he was unlikely to get back to Brixham, so headed to our house in Ideford instead. We made it, 

but only just, Eddie’s engine finally saying ‘enough is enough’ on our drive. After cups of tea all round, I 

dropped Eddie & Julie home and then took their car over on the trailer the next day. A rather longer trip home 

than planned, but what a lucky coincidence that I had changed my route home and timed it perfectly to meet 

up with Eddie & Julie who had been at the Throwleigh Village Fete for the day. 
 

After that excitement, Mabel was parked up and I have stripped out the front axle and sent it off for inspection 

and repair. I am sure that at least one of the eyes will need shrinking and possibly the king pins and bushes 

might need replacement. I will include more details next month. 
 

I have also done a bit more to Reggie, our Box Saloon restoration project. All the interior trim and glass is 

now out and most, if not all, of the problem areas are exposed, so now is the time to make a plan. After  

another cuppa!!! 
 

Hope to meet up with some other members at Sidmouth on the 18th Sept. 
 

Stay safe & continue to enjoy your7s. 
 

David. 
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The Adventures of Group Captain Wingspan 
 

The next in the series of bizarre but true stories from Group Captain Wingspan 

Shades of Grey 
 

Once upon a time everything was grey, we had a mad grey cat, a grey prime minister and the curse of the 

grey cars. 
 

The owner of the said grey 1800 had phoned to ask if we could look at his car on next Wednesday as the car 

was blowing fuses on the side light circuit  and the horn did not work.  I booked the car in and his wife drove 

the car in on the arranged day. 
 

On getting it in the workshop I found it all to be working correctly, and thinking that the faults were  

intermittent, spent some time trying to get things to fail.  Late in the afternoon the owner phoned and I  

explained to him that I could find nothing wrong. “I'm not surprised”, he said, “the wife's brought you the 

wrong car!”  Apparently they had two grey 1800's!! 
 

A few weeks later I booked in two grey Austin 1800's, one the horn and sidelights were not working, and the 

other to change the car to negative earth, with a complete radio fit. 
 

On the day I pulled the first car in and converted it to negative earth, drilled all necessary holes and installed 

aerial, speakers and radio. 
 

Next car in, and we could find no fault with the horn or sidelights, so I waited to see the owner and told him all 

appeared to be working. A few minutes later he returned to the workshop and said, “You've fitted a radio!” I 

waited for him to go berserk but he said,  “That's fantastic, I've always wanted a radio but had been told it 

was a problem because the car was neg earth”. 
 

I found the fault with his horn and sidelights and he was  happy to pay for it all.  (phew) 
 

So sold two radios and had happy customers, all’s well that ends well. 
 

Carry on,  
 

Wingspan 

E-mail received from Bill Baker - something to think about. 
 

Dear David,  
 

I am wondering where the Austin Seven world is in the current climate of environmental issues.  
 

Are there discussions?  
 

Are these issues something we politely avoid talking about?  
 

Do we breathe a sigh of relief when told that the annual mileage of historic vehicles is only 1,200 miles, so 

they won't have much impact? 
 

Do we await the proposed plans for offsetting or are they just greenwash?   
 

Is the undoubtably influential world of classic and historic vehicles strong enough or perhaps brave enough to 

recognise that we are in times of change and our relationship with the motor vehicle will change whether we 

like it or not? 
 

Bill Baker. 
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Richard’s Ramblings 
 

Another month well on its way , with the mornings drawing in so much that I only have an hour to pick  

produce and do all that is necessary at the allotment and be back to make the tea for Marlies! A follow up to 

my last month’s ramblings about my allotment bike with its electric motor, all is going extremely well. I have 

become used to the fact that as the bike only has three speeds the cadence is not always sufficient to work 

the sensor and electronics to kick in the motor. Last week I used the cycle path beside the ship canal to  

attend a Crashbox club night at our new venue The Swans Nest at Exminster when there was a speaker who 

gave a very interesting talk about electric cars. Because the cycle path is flat, well surfaced and well  

maintained I absolutely flew there and back and enjoyed a couple of shandies, some chips, good company 

and an informative talk, wonderful and no car involved! 
 

This last weekend the Crashbox Club accepted an invitation to show our cars at a stately home just south of 

Castle Cary where there was to be a fair in aid of a local charity. We took the Ruby and flew up the A30 and 

303 to final arrive at the stately home with a good turn out of classics. 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The fair was a bit disappointing as, I think, everyone was having a clear 

out! But one or two stalls had some interesting stuff and on one I payed 

the princely sum of £2 for a nice  but non working Jaeger car clock which 

I thought I could fit a modern electric conversion to. In the evening,  

having completed a round trip of 120 miles, I had time to dismantle the 

clock, clean it and to my surprise it started to work and so far has kept 

time perfectly, what a bargain! 
 

I think that brings me up to date for the month apart from saying that some members of the Dorset A7club are 

having a week at the Branscombe camp site and we are meeting them on the Wednesday evening for a  

noggin and natter. I shall be spending the Saturday down there to welcome them in as the group is made up 

of some long standing good friends and it will be great to catch up with everyone. That’s it, have a good 

month and hope to see you at Branscombe. 
 

Richard Bishop 

******** 
 

Post Script Richard and Marlies made it to Branscombe to welcome their friends from Dorset, who were 

very surprised to see them both. They had a great afternoon catching up with everyone and making plans for 

the rest of the week. 
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Out and About 
 

Michael Tabeart enjoyed a day at Seaton Carnival Classic Car Show 
 

A very happy day spent at Seaton sea front with Annabelle. She was the oldest car there and as such  

attracted enormous interest and many stories from interested members of the public. 
 

Lots of friends came by and chatted in the glorious weather. Many youngsters were invited to sit in and have 

their pictures taken by proud parents. One dear old couple told me that the husband had proposed to the wife 

64 years ago while sitting in an Austin Seven. Of course I had to invite them to sit in and have happy  

memories, and they too had their picture taken by family members. 
 

As you can see from the photos my day was made special by our eldest son and his wife suddenly arriving 

unexpectedly from Warminster to join in the fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Michael Tabeart 
 

Paul Sleeman has been out and about in the beautiful Yorkshire Dales 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Clover and Barry Sangster attended the Ottery Classic Car Show 

1933 Minor with 4 speed gearbox   

 and hydraulic brakes!    
Chris and Barry’s Boat Tail, 

the only A7 at the show. 
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All Good Things come to those who wait! 
 

It’s a bit like buses – no A7 events reasonably near me, then a few come along in quick succession! 
 

It is nearly 10 years ago that I wrote a piece describing the almost miraculous reincarnation of my beloved 

RN Austin 7, acknowledging ignorance of anything remotely mechanical and paying tribute to the incredible 

skill, knowledge, ingenuity and resilience of an amazing kind friend: Engineer – Rowland Butler. I believe the 

Editor of the day, generously described me as ‘not fully conversant with the mechanics of a ‘Seven’. An  

understatement if ever there was one! 
 

Undaunted, Rowland, having seen a rusty form lurking in my garage, boxes of bits - remnants of my first ever 

car, going back 55+ years, worked his methodical magic and Jane Austin was reborn in 2012. 
 

So, what’s changed in the interim. I have met hundreds of super people, experienced the kindness of 

strangers on innumerable occasions and have been privileged to enjoy the camaraderie of the A7  

Community. 
 

The only constant, perhaps, is that I have continued to learn more and more about the mechanics of an early 

vehicle, understanding and knowing less and less and finally knowing almost nothing about anything. 
 

This year, with all it’s ‘tribulations’ I have kept in touch with our neighbours, the ‘Apple Dodgers’ just across 

the border – the ‘Somerset Seveners’ and exhibited at the delayed Ilminster Classic Car Show, meeting up 

with Andy Grabham, in his splendid A7 Arrow and where the Hon Sam Barker made one of his rare  

appearances. 
 

Jane Austin is now a grand old lady, fast approaching her 90th birthday and consequently is finding that some 

of her original working parts now need a ‘transplant’ with various bits now worn out over the years. Still, as 

one knowing everything about nothing, I marvel at the resilience of components made 90 years ago and the 

ingenuity of early electrics in particular. 
 

I am indebted to Rowland yet again, for coming to the  

rescue, enabling Jane Austin and I to get to the  

magnificent Sidmouth Classic Car Show – being a  

much-enjoyed event at my end of the County. True to 

form, the Jazz Band played, the Pasties (proper Cornish) 

were delicious and even a pint of excellent Otter Bitter 

too. True to form, the sun shone brightly for a rather  

special day. 
 

How good is that? 
 

Mike Moore - Chardstock  

 
Rowland Butler forsaking his workshop for sunshine at 

Sidmouth Show, undertaking checks for the return journey 

Hon Sam Barker in full regalia at Ilminster 

Show flying the flag for DA7C Only good things come out of this workshop 
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Coffee Break Time - why not put the kettle on and sit down with  

this Cryptic Crossword set for us by Julie Eddles.  
Thank you Julie. 

If you get really stuck, you will find the answers on page  16. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  1 

  

2   3   4   5   6   7     

8           9 

  

              10 

  
11               12 

  

            

            13 

  

14 

  

              

15 

  

    16 

  

            17 

  

18 

  

      

          19 

  

      20 

  

          

21 

  

22 

  

                  23 

  

  24 

  

  

      25 

  

                      

26 

  

                    27 

  

    28 

  
          29 

  

                  

30 

  

  31 

  

  32 

  

          33 

  

  34 

  

    

            35 

  

  36             

37 

  

              38 

  

            

            39 

  

                

  40 

  

            41 

  

            

ACROSS 

  1 & 33a. Sun vine teas concocted for Stanley’s 

brainchild (6,5) 

  5. Hot tap-dancing into a 7 (3,3) 

  9. Reproductive cells discovered in Slovakia (3) 

11. Funny to aim guns around crazily. 

12. Could you bath the baby here? (7) 

13. There’s a leftover in the camphor totebag (3) 

15. A measured beat and a legume (5) 

17. Met to reform native American tribal symbol (5) 

19. Lawsuits for luggage (5) 

21. Five hundred, nine, one, and a 7 from  

Germany (4) 

23. Very little upset in Yorkshire (4) 

25. Boil crate mysteriously for a 7, maybe (9) 

26. A finger sign pointing to stream (4) 

27. A make voice in several tones (4) 

29. Is this 7 a fast mover? (5) 

30. Fruit before the end of fall for this 7 (5) 

33. See 1a (5) 

35. Poem encased in modern rhyme (3) 

37. Gulp the bird, it’s a 7 (7) 

38. Enlaces – undone to remove all the dirt (7) 

39. Deferred, it includes a mistake (3) 

40. Enclosed in wood to display swordsmanship (6) 

41. A coat and a 7 (6) 

DOWN 

  2. Outswum Ally regularly – it’s normal (5) 

  3. Twisted cord makes it new, maybe. (5) 

  4. On rising, proceed to prohibited (area) (2,2) 

  5. Kitty is climbing on table, have diplomacy! (4) 

  6. An open source data base system found in  

Draper Street (5) 

  7. Stay around to hear a heavy load (5) 

  8. Mac going west, Paul and journalist pitched a tent (6) 

10. A very friendly 7 (5) 

14. Pipe shred all over the place and was sent again (9) 

16. Staff with hesitation use adhesive label (7) 

18. Not home, seize discarded film cutting (7) 

19. Taxi in wooden hut (5) 

20. The girl rings the bell for the attack (5) 

22. Frozen water in sluiceway (3) 

24. This seed can be used with a bolt (3) 

26. Ignore the road route round the congested place (6) 

28. Snow leopards and weights (6) 

31. A labyrinth may bewilder (5) 

32. I call, doubtful, for the garden tree (5) 

33. Paces stair units (5) 

34. A tree-lined street with no beginning for a 

meeting place (5) 

35. Was indebted for recited poem. (4)  

36. Doctored cure for unbleached linen (4) 
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The start of my interest in and love for Austin Sevens 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We bought our first car  when we were still both students, before we were married in 1964. We christened 

her Annie, my wife’s middle name being Ann. 
 

Annie was a 1931 box saloon with a shorter wheelbase than my current seven and an aluminium body. She 

had the usual three speed crash gear box and being much lighter was quite a bit faster than Annabelle. I too 

was much lighter and probably put less strain on the engine! 
 

We had lots of adventures in Annie including our honeymoon trip, which we took at a leisurely pace taking 

three days to get from Cambridge to Cornwall. That trip would make a story of its own, and has often been 

repeated to family members. The second picture shows us leaving our wedding reception. Before that I  

travelled to Liverpool to visit Jackie where she was at university. The front spring was pretty feeble and as a 

result the cornering on the way up caused the back lights to fail, by the wires getting rubbed on the rear 

tyres. I was travelling along the east Lancs Road with heavy traffic mostly lorries that kept flashing me. So 

when it was safe, I stopped and looked at the back of Annie finding no rear lights. Oh dear! I called in to a 

garage to see what they could do and they weren’t interested, so I thought the best thing was to keep moving 

as at least following traffic had a chance of spotting my headlights outlining the car. Imagine my dismay when 

I got stopped by the police. When I admitted that I knew I had no rear lights they nearly had apoplexy…I 

must have looked very vulnerable to them and they asked where I was trying to get to. Luckily Jackie was 

lodging with Canon Christopher Pepys the Rector of Liverpool, who was well known in the city and greatly 

respected by the police. I was told to tuck in behind the police car and they would help me find my way to the 

Rectory, which they very kindly did. Once they saw me happily driving into the Rectory garden they were  

satisfied that I knew where I was going and went off to do the rest of their shift. 
 

On my way back to Suffolk the mist came down and it was very difficult to see where you were going, so I 

thought I should get off the road and rest up until conditions improved. When I saw a farm gateway I hurriedly 

put Annie in reverse and misjudged where I was going, finishing up with the rear wheels in a ditch and the 

headlights shining up to heaven. I could hear dogs barking and realised there was a farm nearby, so went to 

get some help. The farmer and his two sons were just finishing their tea, and  came out to investigate. We 

finished up in the ditch, which fortunately was dry, and easily lifted Annie back onto the road. I had a change 

of heart and decided to keep motoring on, eventually arriving home in the early hours of the morning. 
 

My Dad had a large woodworking lathe and he made two wooden cylinders with the internal diameter big 

enough to accept the rear light fittings. All I had to do was solder the wires back in place, bolt the whole thing 

on to the rear mudguards and paint the wooden cylinders. I suppose that was probably my first repair on an 

Austin Seven. 
 

We bought Annie for £20 and I regretfully sold her for £20 a year or so later when I couldn’t afford to keep 

her going on a student grant. I often wonder if she is still in existence, had I been less impecunious I would 

have kept her going I’m sure. In any event Annie was my introduction to Austin Sevens, and I have retained 

affection for them ever since. 
 

Michael Tabeart 
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For Sale 
 

Pair of inner wings for a 1935 2 seater APE. Would probably also fit Ruby. Brand new, bought a while back 

for a restoration project but not used so now surplus to requirements. New price is around £80 each, would 

accept £100 for the pair as I need the space. 

Contact John Pine on 01803 851256 
 

Wanted by 2 members 
 

Richard Soffe and Martin Cawthorne are both looking for a trailer for an Austin 7.  If you can help, please 

contact David Aylmore initially - details on back page. 
 

For Sale 
 

1929 A7 RK ‘Top Hat’ Saloon 
 

This is not thought to be an original RK Saloon but has a lot of history with bills 

and letters covering a full rebuild at the Seven Workshop by David Phillips in 

1990/91. In present ownership since 2009 and has been garaged and kept in a 

very presentable condition. It should only require minor recommissioning and a 

new battery to put it back on the road again.  
 

Price £10,000.  

Contact Brab Hallowes by e-mail brab.hallowes@gmail.com for more  

information. 

 

 

 

For Sale 
 

1935 Austin 12. Off road for 2 years. Only minor work needed to 

bring it back to excellent condition.  
 

£7000. 

Contact David Kernick on 01392 811261  

or e-mail dkernick@gmail.com for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanted 
 

Inside window trim for the offside door of a 1937 Ruby Mk 2, any condition. 

The photo shows the trim from the near side door (they are not  

interchangeable).   
 

Please contact Alan on 01803 882264 if you can help. 

mailto:brab.hallowes@gmail.com
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For Sale.  
 

1935 Austin 7 Ruby.   

The engine has a Phoenix crank complete with Phoenix con 

rods and shells, all mechanically sound and in daily use,  

original leather upholstery, and hard wearing Dulux  

Weathershield paint work! Has been in the Bishop family for 

fifty one years.  
 

£5500.00 including a stack of spares. 
 

Contact Richard Bishop on 01392 439916 

 
 

 

 

 

Austin 7 related items ‘Wanted’ or ‘For Sale’  can be advertised in Devon Sevens free of charge.   

Items will be removed from the listings after 3 months unless you have notified me that you would like the 

advert to continue.   
 

Thank you  - Janet  (Editor - contact details on back page) 

Events  
 

2021 Devon Austin Seven Club Events 
 

Fri/Sat/Sun    Nick Hawkins’ Dartmoor Weekend - Cancelled 

Oct. 1st - 3rd 
 

Sunday October 10th DVCC Autojumble, Buckfast Railway.  See page 7 for details. 
 

Monday October 18th Club Zoom Meeting  
 

Other Events 
 

2022 
 

July 19th - 24th 2022 Austin 7 Centenary Rally  

November 2021 Newsletter:-   

 

Please send your letters, comments, articles and photos to devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk  or by post to Janet 

Aylmore, Corner Cottage, Ideford, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ13 0BG.  
 

Copy for inclusion in the November issue should be with me by Wednesday 20th October 2021 and the  

newsletter will be distributed on or before Wednesday 27th October. 
 

To avoid any possible problems with copyright, please confirm, when sending in articles, photo’s diagrams, 

maps etc, that they are free from any copyright restrictions. For information, the copyright remains with the 

originator of any photos etc for 50 years and the originator’s permission is required before they can legally be 

reproduced or distributed. Within the very friendly A7 world, there is generally not a problem, so long as the 

originators copyright is acknowledge but I need to be made aware of the situation before publishing. 
 

Many thanks.  Ed. 

mailto:devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk
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DA7C Badges.     
 

Car Badge. 
 
 

There is a choice of 2 styles of Car Badge. Both have the same Green & White motif with   

black lettering. 
 

1. A small windscreen self adhesive badge which is ideal for a “Modern” if space for a larger  

 external badge is not available. - £1 each 
 

2. A high quality Chrome & Enamel external badge as shown in the Illustration.  
 

 1 badge £13.50 inc. 2nd class post, 2 badges £25 inc. 2nd Class post. 
 

 

Embroidered Badge. 
 

We also have a very smart embroidered club badge available. It is 3 1/4” (80mm) in diameter and 

is, as shown in the picture, very similar in design to the car badge.  
 

Cost is £3.50 (plus 50p postage) 
 

 

Lapel Badge. 
 

These metal badges measure 25mm diameter, and the cost is a very reasonable £2.25 inc. p & p. 
 
 

All badges can be purchased by contacting David Aylmore by phone, post or e-mail or can be  

collected from any club event.  
 

Contact details are on the back page. 

Keeping Informed 
 

For those of you with a computer or smart phone etc, you might find the following websites a useful source of 

information and news.   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For advice on  how to make the best use of our website you can contact Nick Borst-Smith at: 
registrar@devonsevens.co.uk 

www.devonsevens.co.uk - welcome to the website for the Devon Austin 7 
Club. Here you can find out all about the 'Devon Sevens', how we started, 
what we do and how to join.  It has the latest and past Newsletters, a fully 
updated list of ‘Trusted Suppliers’,  plus entry forms that can be downloaded 
for all club events and many others.  
 

Don’t forget you can also follow the Devon Austin Seven Club  

on our Facebook page. 

www.austinsevenfriends.com - the one stop web site for Austin 7   
enthusiasts across the world. Austin 7 news and events throughout the  
country and beyond! 

Useful Facebook Groups:  Austin Seven 

     Austin 7 Spares/Cars for sale Group 

Answers to the Cryptic Crossword on page  11 

ACROSS 

1 & 33a. Austin Seven  5.Top hat  9.Ova  11.Amusing  12.Carwash  13.Ort 15.Pulse  17.Totem  19.Cases  21.Dixi  

23.Tiny  25.Cabriolet  26.Beck  27.Alt  29.Nippy  30.Pearl  33.See 1a  35.Ode  37.Swallow  38.Cleanse  39.Err  

40.Fenced  41.Ulster 
 

DOWN 

2. Usual  3.Twine  4.No go  5.Tact  6.Perst  7.Await  8.Camped  10.Chummy  14.Reshipped  16.Sticker  18.Outtake  

19.Cabin  20.Sally  22.Ice  24.Nut  26.Bypass  28.Ounces  31.Amaze  32.Lilac  33.Steps  34.Venue  35.Owed  36.Ecru 
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Devon Austin 7 Club - Officers & Committee members 2021/22 
 

Secretary, Membership Secretary & DVLA Rep. 

David Aylmore 

Corner Cottage 

Ideford  

Newton Abbot,  

TQ13 0BG      
 

Tel: 01626 852259    

E-Mail: secretary@devonsevens.co.uk 

   membership@devonsevens.co.uk 
 

Car Identification Number Registrar:   

Nick Borst-Smith   

Waterhouse Barn 

Coddiford Hill 

Cheriton Fitzpaine 

EX17 4BD 
 

Tel: 01363 866 819  

E-mail: registrar@devonsevens.co.uk 

 

Committee Member: 
Richard Bishop       

40 Feltrim Avenue 

Exeter             

EX2 4RP 
 

Tel: 01392 439916 

E-mail: rchrdbshp7@gmail.com 

 

Committee Member: 

Viv Gale 

7 Gifford Close 

Hartland 

Bideford 

EX39 6HY 
 

Tel: 01237 441272 

E-mail: vivgeogale@gmail.com 

Treasurer: 

Ian Mould 

The Shieling 

Pound Hill 

Holcombe Rogus 

Wellington  TA21 0PJ 
 

Tel: 01823 674427 

E-Mail: treasurer@devonsevens.co.uk  

 

 

A7 Clubs’ Assoc. Rep. 

Ken Hickman 

The Old School House 

Coombe 

St. Austell 

PL26 7LN 
 

Tel: 01726 882530 

E-mail: a7ca@devonsevens.co.uk 

 

Committee Member: 

Mike Gregson 

Penpark 

Bickington 

Newton Abbot,  

TQ12 6LH 
 

Tel: 01626 821314  

E-mail: mike@penpark.co.uk 

      

Newsletter Editor 
 

Janet Aylmore 

Corner Cottage 

Ideford. 

Newton Abbot. 

TQ13 0BG 
 

Tel: 01626 852259   

E-Mail: devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk 
 

The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the writers and not necessarily those of the Editor or the 
Devon Austin Seven Club. Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the technical advice and  
information, the Club and its officers accept no liability for loss, damage or injury from persons acting upon the 
advice or information given in this publication. 

mailto:devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk

