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Under the Starting Handle
One of the characteristic sounds of an Austin Seven was the
tinkling sound made by the brass ferrule on the starting handle. I
certainly remember it from my first Austin Ruby in 1959. It was a
pleasant sound and not one of those clicks, clacks or rattles that I
now spend time trying to stop. My present starting handle’s ferrule is rather tight on the
handle so it doesn't tinkle - mores the pity.
'Starting handle tinkle’ isn't one of those things you find in technical advice so I suppose I
will have to put up with a mute ferrule. I have however discovered a cure for many of the
other pernicious sounds coming from my car as I travel over our increasingly bumpy
roads. The cure is to turn down the volume control on your hearing aids or better still remove them
altogether. The latter method allows travel in fairly perfect peace!
Shining but silent

I am often asked by onlookers if I can start the car by swinging the starting handle. The answer is yes and no.
Yes I could once use the handle to start the car but since I have fitted an Accuspark electronic distributor the
answer is no I can’t. Perhaps a swing of the handle doesn't generate enough electricity to make a spark but
whatever the reason starting by swinging the handle doesn't work anymore.

Pointless

Those of a nervous disposition may want to miss reading what follows and turn over to a new page.
‘The black shiny rectangular alien piece of metal belonging to the transporter moved slowly and inexorably
towards my unprotected head. I was flat on my back and unable to raise my arms to stop its downward
thrust. The consequences of my position became horribly clear. There was no way my skull could be
prevented from being crushed like a tomato unless I could escape! How had I got myself into this desperate
situation. I yelled up at the danger, slowly nearing me millimetre by millimetre, but to no effect. Memories of
past actions and inactions flooded my mind. In desperation I wriggled my legs and snakelike, pale with fright
and black with dripping oil I extricated my way from under the car just as the sump reached where my head
had lain! I was free and vowed that in future I would use axle stands to support the car and immediately get
rid of the jack with the faulty valve which allowed the car to descend at will.
So I bought this.

Jack The Lad!

In the past I had used the sort of small hydraulic jack of the sort which I suspect Ian Mould, in last month’s
mag, described his car falling off. This jack cost £128 but it’s worth every penny. Its solid, secure and lifts to
50cms. Its easy to use and even with all its reliability I no longer forget to use my axle stands!
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Continued from page 2

So no more horror stories as far as jacks are concerned and I wish you all safe motoring and maintenance.
PS. Readers of an Imperial mindset may substitute 1/32 inch for millimetres.
When I had my first Austin Seven – a Ruby- in 1959 we had very few tools at home. My parents didn't own a
car, and spanners etc. weren't needed. As I recall all we had were some ‘gas’ spanners’ which were used for
turning the mains gas on or off at the meter and one of those bike spanners with many holes for all sorts of
nuts. Some how I managed to keep the Austin on the road, even relining the clutch if memory serves me
right.
Nowadays of course tools are in abundant supply. There is one or more for every occasion but I still think
that the best tool we all have is our hands. You can put a modern socket onto the cylinder head nut of an
Austin Seven, but a bit like power steering, you lose all contact with the tightening process and it’s not long
before you hear the dreaded click as the stud snaps near the block. Far better to use a spanner of the type
available at the time the cars were made and use the senses in your hands to know when the nut is tight
enough. Natural torque if you like!
On the luggage rack at the back of the Seven I have fixed a metal box. I have a
thing about keeping as little as possible inside the car so any tools and spare parts
are kept in the box. I never travel anywhere in the car without my tool roll and
instead of it going on the floor of the car or on the back seat it goes in the box.
Travelling tool roll

I have fitted a couple of red reflective triangles to my box, it does stick out a bit from the
back of the car, I had to cut the apexes off due to the lid lip! I got the box from a junk store
on Marsh Barton in Exeter, I think it has military origins. Riveted to the lid is a previous
owner’s name plate, ‘Major E.W.Lloyd’ I wonder who he was and what is the history
attached to the box. A mystery.

One of the perils of travelling around the lanes of North Devon, apart from potholes, is mud. Not just ordinary
common or garden mud but mud mixed with the various outputs of animals. Destined to be spread on fields,
a fair bit of it finds its way onto the roads, and it sticks !!!! So this month I have been washing and scraping
every bit of ‘mud’ from under the Austin’s wings, painting with smooth black Hammerite and then giving them
a coat of black Waxoil underseal. In fact everything that didn’t move and that I could reach got cleaned and
painted. A messy job but worth it I think.
Finally I see that David has reorganised his garage and cant find anything! As
we weren't able to go on holiday last year I used some of the money in
upgrading my garage. I now have a fitted garage with many drawers and
cupboards and, like David, I can’t find things that I used to be able to lay my
hand on at a moment’s notice. It’s good memory training for old brains!
I could go on Mastermind and be asked ‘And what is in the third drawer down on
the left?’
Answer- no idea without looking!
Looking forward to clean roads and open sunroof.
Viv Gale
Sealy Fitted Workbench
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Secretary’s Notes
I would like to start with a big thank you to all the members who responded to my
request last month for information about your use of Zoom. It would appear that
there are a good number of members who do use the system but equally a
significant section of the membership who do not. For the time being, we will be
continuing with the monthly Zoom meetings, but will try to organise some face to
face events alongside the virtual ones as soon as the COVID restrictions lift and
everyone feels a bit safer
This month, my e-mail inbox has, at last, seen some Good News on the forthcoming events front, so be sure
to have a look at all the up to date information on page 14.
Our member, Dan Regan restarted the monthly Re:Fuel meetings at Dunkerswell in April and these will
continue on the 3rd Sunday of each month. Pre-Booking is essential for the time being and full details can be
found on the events page.
It appears that it is the larger shows where the organisers have to outlay large sums of money, well in
advance, that are understandably being cancelled due to the uncertainty of future COVID restrictions. One
such event is the Chagford Show which I understand will now not be held this year.
Our April Club Zoom meeting was again successful and attracted 10 members. Unfortunately, I was unable to
join in this month, but I understand there was some interesting discussion and a presentation by Monica
Holton about Facts Disc, details of which can be found on page 9. There was also an enquiry about
Reproduction Tax Discs and Mike Gregson has done some research, and found that Greg Powell
http://www.poplargreg.com is still producing these at a very reasonable cost of £8-£12 for 3 excellent quality
discs. His telephone number is 07710267336 if anyone is interested.
This prompts me to remind members that the list of ‘Trusted Suppliers of Goods and Services’ is available on
the club website www.devonsevens.co.uk and is a very worthwhile ‘first stop’ when looking for anything to
help with work on your A7.
Looking forward to next year and the Centenary Celebrations (see
pages 6 & 7 for more information), I heard this month that on July 20 th
2022, there will be a cavalcade of A7’s going up Prescott Hillclimb to
celebrate 100yrs since the first competition appearance of an A7. This
was at Shelsey Walsh on July 7th 1922. Many famous competition 7’s
will be attending but roadgoing cars will also be able to take part.
Have a look at the dedicated website – www.a7centenary.com for
more information.
By the time you read this I hope that many members will have been out and about with their cars on
Drive-it-Day and that Jan will have been deluged with photographs of your day.
Please continue to keep safe & well.
Happy Austineering.
David.
The FBHVC National Drive it Day for Childline was a huge success! Whether it
was small socially distanced groups and convoys or individual journeys, the UK
was graced by thousands of enthusiasts collectively hitting the roads together to
show off our nation’s transport heritage.
Early indications are that in excess of £30,000 was raised for the NSPCC’s
Childline charity. The money was raised through donations and the sale of the
official FBHVC rally plates. If you missed out on a rally plate, a small number are
still available and of course you can still donate via www.driveitday.co.uk.
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Zoom Club Night

Monday May 17th at 7pm
Join us for a general chat at this

Members’ Catch Up Evening
Zoom link will be sent out by e-mail 1 week in advance.

Bicton Park
June 19th & 20th 2021 - The Annual Fathers Day (Weekend) Steam & Vintage Fair.
Camping will be available for exhibitors only from Friday 18th June. The organisers hope to have the
following on display:
(1) Large Steam Engines,
(2) Small & Miniature Steam Engines,
(3) Stationary Working Engines,
(4) Military Vehicles,
(5) Classic & Vintage Cars,
(6) Classic / Vintage Motorcycles,
(7) Tractors & Farm machinery,
(8) Surface Warship Association,
(9) Model Boats Clubs,
(10) Classic Pedal Cycles & Garden Machinery, and other attractions.
Some indoor venues will still be subject to Covid 19 rules.
August 7th & 8th - Stationary Engine Crank Up Day
This is a new event, and the organisers hope to have a number of stationary Engines operating on display
around the Gardens, and the Lister Engine Collection in the Museum, which hopefully will be open by this
date.
Owing to the fact that it is anticipated that the Government proposes to drop all restrictions on 21st June
2021, Bicton Gardens is opening this event to all other exhibitors of the listed vehicles as above. This is
hoped to be a full crank up day, where all of these engines on all of those vehicles can be fired up.
Again, camping will be available from Friday 6th August 2021 for exhibitors only.
More information on the website - www.bictongardens.co.uk or from Bill Wrench on 01395 568503
An Application Form for both of these events is available on the DA7C website

The 58th

National

Austin Seven Rally

Beaulieu - Sunday 4th July 2021
The largest annual gathering of Austin Seven enthusiasts, vehicles and trade suppliers
Special Display:

COACH-BUILT & FABRIC-BODIED A7s
Entry forms from:
The DA7C website or at www.pwa7c.co.uk
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Vintage & Classic Weekend at RHS Garden Rosemoor, Great Torrington
July 31st & August 1st 2021
Now in its eleventh year the weekend has proved to be one of Rosemoor’s most
popular events with Vintage Vehicles, Motorcycles, Tractors and Horticultural
Machinery. This year they are introducing modern classics to the show, and also hope to organise a traders’
area related to the event. If anyone is interested in trading at the event please contact Rosemoor for a
booking form. There will be a charge of £30 per table per day.
This is a free to enter event for vehicles, which will provide you with entry to all of Rosemoor Garden for you
and a guest. Unfortunately, Rosemoor are unable to offer onsite camping this year, due to health and safety
regulations. Also, as the event takes place inside the garden, it is the RHS policy of strictly no dogs, unless
they are registered assistance dogs. Entry forms are available on the DA7C website (see page 15) , from
David Aylmore (see back page) or from Rosemoor at rosemoorevnts@rhs.org.uk .

Centenary Year merchandise.
Towards the end of this year the organisers will have a full range of merchandise available to purchase. They
recommend that you only purchase through the Centenary website – because they will be able to approve
and maintain the quality of the goods on offer.
Unfortunately, the organisers have already had to deal with some unauthorised use of the Centenary logo –
which is the copyright of the Austin Seven Clubs’ Association.
Reminder about bookings
Although we are all very eager to secure our places at the Centenary event, we need to be patient for a while
longer. The online booking system won’t be opening until September of this year, when prices for entry and
accommodation etc. will be available.
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THE CENTENARY FESTIVAL OF AUSTIN 7 COMPETITION HISTORY
On 7th July 1922 the Austin works driver, Louis Kings, took the Austin Seven prototype, registration OK 2950,
up Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb to the 'great appreciation of the crowds'. It was the start of the wonderful Austin
Seven sporting heritage that went on to touch the lives and influence the careers of so many famous people Campbell, Moss, Hill, Chapman, McLaren, Issigonis, Cooper, and countless others. One hundred years on to the month - and as part of the Centenary Celebration week at Moreton in Marsh, we shall be holding
the Centenary Festival of Austin 7 Competition History at Prescott Hill Climb, well known as the home of the
Bugatti Owners Club who have very kindly agreed to us inundating their property with Austin Sevens.
The Festival day, which is being organised by Charlie Plain-Jones and a band of willing helpers, will
re-create the historic moment of the Austin Seven's first competitive outing and will feature a cavalcade of
competition Austin Sevens celebrating its sporting prowess over the past 100 years. And you and your Austin
Seven can take part too!
Charlie has written to tell us the latest news about this thrilling part of the Centenary week programme.
“As part of the week-long Centenary event based at Moreton in Marsh, and to celebrate 100 years of Austin 7
sporting achievements, this public event at Prescott Hill Climb on Wednesday, 20th July 2022 will bring
together some of the rarest competition cars demonstrating their stuff on this famous hill climb course, plus
the opportunity to drive your Austin 7 up the track.
Interest in the event, particularly amongst those lucky enough to own these exotic cars, is already running at
a high level and visitors will be guaranteed a never to be repeated occasion of historic significance.
Not only will the event look back on the immense influence the Austin 7 has had on British society and even
on the shape of Formula 1 to this day; it will also look forward as motoring as we know it changes beyond all
recognition in only a few short years.
Whatever the developments in the technology, the spirit in which the Austin 7 was born – affordable personal
transport for the millions - will be certain to remain.
We are also delighted to announce that The Festival will be benefitting one of our
major charities, Parkinson’s UK, who fund research and support sufferers from this
most distressing of diseases. It cruelly and progressively robs a person of all their
abilities including movement and speech, leaving them locked in and totally unable to
communicate. There will be fundraising activities taking place throughout the day and we hope that everyone
attending will give generously to this deserving cause.”
Road-going Sevens will be able to take to the hill and as this is not a competitive event, and runs will
not be timed, there will be no requirement for race licences or safety equipment in the vehicles.
Prescott Hill Climb is a picturesque twenty-mile drive through Cotswold countryside from Morton-in-Marsh.
The track is nearly a mile long and has excellent viewing locations along almost the entire length. The
parkland setting provides a relaxed and pleasant garden-party atmosphere for all the family and the
restaurant and bar will be open throughout the day.
Those attending the Centenary Celebration at Moreton in Marsh and coming as visitors to the Festival at
Prescott will have use of an exclusive parking and picnic area in the Orchard next to the start line, plus the
unique opportunity to take their car and passengers up the historic hill climb track.
Visitors will also be able to enjoy the on-site Bugatti Trust museum, which is dedicated to Ettore Bugatti’s
engineering achievements on the road, on water, in the air, and even on rails!
Booking for the Centenary Festival of Austin 7 Competition History day will open in September 2021 on
the Centenary Celebration event website.
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David’s Diary
Not a lot to report on the home front this month. With the easing of COVID restrictions we have made good
use of our Campervan to visit family and have a few days break in Mid Devon. A family friend’s funeral took
us a bit further afield and we spent a few days in Lancashire, so all in all not a lot of time spent on the 7’s.
I did however make good use of our trip North as I met up with an A7 owner from the Bristol area, whom I
met on FB, and delivered a front axle to help him with his Special build.
On the 11th April, the Torbay MC organised their annual Torbay
Trial and as it was based in some woodland less than 2 miles from
home, and 2 of our members were entered, I volunteered to help
out as a marshal. Luckily the weather was kind and I had a very
enjoyable day. Both of our members completed the trial, Mark
White was driving his Suzuki and Stuart Palmer his A7 Ulsteroid.
I did have one good excuse to take the Tourer out for a short run. I
went to meet our new member Bill Williams in Teignmouth so that
he could get a close look at an A7 before starting his search for a
car of his own, and was very pleased to hear that following our
chat, he has been lucky enough to acquire an A7 Opal. I have
seen some photos of the car and hope to be able to have a closer
look at it in the near future.
Our next planned outing is to meet up with a couple of other members and have a day out on Dartmoor in the
7 on Sunday 25th for Drive-it-Day and I will report on how that goes next month.
Stay safe.
David.

New Members
This month we welcome 2 new members to the Devon Austin 7 Club, and look forward to seeing them at
future events.
William Baker is from Teignmouth and since joining the club, has found an A7 Opal which
needs a bit of work but he hopes to get it back on the road later this year.
Stuart Palmer, also from Teignmouth owns an Ulsteroid Special (see photo above), and is
already known to many members as he can regularly be seen participating in Trials.
DA7C members are
spread throughout the
county and beyond thank you Nick for
producing this map.
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Skilled craftsmen
Being what I describe as a ‘half decent bodger’, with no formal mechanical or engineering training, I am
always fascinated to see skilled hands at work.
Martin Prior who many members will be aware, is a leading expert in A7 restoration and in particular, the
repair or replacement of timberwork. He has, for a while been rebuilding an A7 Swallow which, as well as
needing all the timber replacing, also requires replacement Aluminium body parts. Knowing the skills of
Devon A7 Club member Derek Vertenten, I put the two in touch last year, and earlier this month received
these pictures of the end results.

I can only sit back admire such skill.
David

CAR FACTS DISC: SHARING THE PASSION BEHIND YOUR CAR’S STORY
The passion behind owning a classic car is naturally fuelled by the enjoyment of sharing stories about it.
Whether you race, rally, participate in events as an exhibitor, or simply enjoy a daily drive, Car Facts Disc is
ideal for you and here’s why.
Car Facts Disc allows you to quickly and easily upload details about your vehicle, revealing its restoration
journey or modifications, along with images, videos and even hire rates plus availability for film or wedding
use. This enables you to create a live chronicle of your vehicle’s unique profile and history, and even,
potentially add value by properly documenting its provenance.
The information you choose to upload to your disc is entirely up to you. Then, once displayed on your
windscreen, any passer-by, event visitor, or fellow enthusiast will simply use their smartphone camera to
scan its unique code and view your car’s personalized trivia.
With club meetings, motoring events
and car shows resuming this year, take
advantage of our special DA7C
member’s discount and get 20% off
your Car or Vehicle Facts Disc using
code DEVONA7 at the checkout, valid
until December 31st 2021. The
standard downloadable disc costs £17
or, for just £20, you can get the
downloadable disc and they’ll send you
a fully waterproof disc with a stylish
holder in the post (it’s a one-off
purchase).
For more details visit
www.FactsDisc.com
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FBHVC Matters
Headlights
Despite our A7s not needing to pass the MOT test, it is worth knowing the current regulations regarding the
fitment of LED lights to historic vehicles. Previously, when headlights had been converted to LED, the car
would fail an MOT test. However, from the 22nd March, this rule has been changed so that not all vehicles will
fail the MOT test if their headlamp units have been so converted.
Now, should a vehicle be presented for an MOT test with conversions before 1st April 1986, they must not be
failed. Vehicles converted after 1st April 1986 will continue to be failed.
This change will be of limited application to most historic vehicle owners. That said, those no longer taking
their vehicles for a test should ensure that any conversions to LED headlamps do not dazzle other road users
which could fall foul of a roadside check. A more remote, but still plausible issue, could be the insurance
implications of a modification which is alleged to have contributed to a road accident.
Austin Seven headlights dazzling other road users? Now there’s a thing!
Brooklands
2021 marks the 30th Anniversary of Brooklands Museum opening to the public in April 1991. The team will be
marking this significant milestone with a calendar of events, a new exhibition, and their documentary currently
on UKTV.
The Brooklands Summer Festival of Motorsport in June is a two-day extravaganza featuring Double 12
competition events, Test Hill ascents, with food, music, and entertainment. The event celebrates Brooklands’
rich motoring and motorsport history and is held on the weekend closest to the anniversary of the opening of
the racetrack on the 17th June 1907.
The annual Brooklands Members Retro Jumble and Classic Car Show returns in August, as does Brooklands
Relived. This year’s Relived event will not only take you back to the glory days of racing on the famous
banked track, but also celebrates the 95th Anniversary of the first British Grand Prix, held at Brooklands in
1926.
In September, Brooklands will be paying tribute to one of the greatest Grand Prix drivers, Sir Stirling Moss.
Sir Stirling, who passed away in April 2020, was a devoted Brooklands fan, as both his parents had raced at
Brooklands in the 1920s.
Check their website, as dates may change due to Covid.
John Turley, FBHVC Rep

Brake Drum Identification Needed.
This brake drum was found recently by a
member during a garage clear-out. Originally
thought to be for a Big 7 but that has proved to
be not the case. Latest thoughts are that it
might be for an Austin 10/4, but can anyone
help. It is 8” o’all diameter and once positively
identified, it is for sale so offers invited.

Contact David Aylmore - details on back page
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WD40 – Beware!!!
During the last Committee Meeting, under ‘Any Other Business’, the topic ‘using WD40 to free various parts
of vehicles’ was discussed at length. This jogged a few of my remaining brain cells to recall an interesting
chapter in a book by author Rowland White called Harrier 809.
809 was a, hurriedly assembled, RAF Harrier squadron to augment the Fleet Air Arm planes aboard the
carriers Invincible and Intrepid, already on their way to the Falkland Islands. These were to patrol and enforce
a 200 mile total exclusion zone. 809 was transported on a hastily pre-fabricated flight deck on the Atlantic
Conveyor, which, sadly, was later to be sunk by Argentinian jets armed with Exocet missiles (stick with me –
there is a point to all this waffle).
On arrival, and assuming their flight duties, the air traffic controllers aboard the carriers were concerned to
see that a percentage of the Harriers were displaying much stronger radar images than others - not good if
the same happened on Argentinian screens. An investigation took place. It transpired that those with the
stronger radar images had, in an attempt to minimise air frame damage from the weather in the South
Atlantic, being liberally sprayed with WD40.
Which brings me to my point. If any member having recently used WD40 on his Seven is considering a route
which may be the subject of police radar traps, be warned, you are going to stick out like a sore thumb. Still,
think of the kudos of getting a ticket in an A7.
Regards - The Rubber Spanner

The Adventures of Group Captain Wingspan
I started my auto electrical and motorcycle business in 1973 and thought it might be of interest to share some
of the strange things that happened to me over the 40 odd years of running a workshop. This is the 3rd in a
series of bizarre but true stories!
Tale of Two Jump Leads.
A couple of months back I introduced you to my odd customer we called Hairnet, he phoned to say his Austin
1300 would not start and he was stuck in the high street. I fired up my small Bedford breakdown van ( called
Spike) and shot off at high speed to see him.
On getting to the car I found the car had stopped charging and the battery was flat. I then parked my van
nose to nose with his car and stretched the jump leads from battery to battery. I explained to Hairnet that I
was going to run the van to put enough charge in the battery to enable him to drive it back to my workshop
for repair. Sitting in my van with the engine running at a good rate I watched Hairnet emerge from the boot of
the 1300 with a basket of washing, and then proceed to hang and peg items of his washed clothes onto the
jump leads. Popping my head out the window I asked him, “What the hell are you doing?”. He replied that
he did not want to waste all the hot air coming from my radiator!
Please note, this was in the centre of a busy high street, and I sunk lower in the van's seat in the hope that I
was not seen.
Finally I got enough volts in his battery and got the car back for repair.
I would love to live in Hairnet’s world, it seems a great place to be.
Next month...Bow and Arrows
Wingspan out.
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Fuel & Additives
You may recall that previously, after FBHVC Matters, I suggested that members could share their thoughts
on suitable fuel and additives. This subject has now been raised on Facebook:
QUESTION… Do I have to use Super Unleaded 97oct with lead additive or Regular 95oct with lead additive?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

I use Ethomix additive in ordinary petrol.
There was no lead in petrol 85 years ago.
You don’t need lead.
Petrol didn’t have lead in it when they were built. I use Super, less ethanol and therefore it lasts better in
the tank.
I find with using the Ethomix additive the petrol doesn’t ‘go off’.
started two of our Sevens last week after 15 months of no use whatsoever, on second swing – petrol had
not gone off in any way.
I see no reason to put anything other than normal 95RON unleaded in. Be interested to know if others
use an additive to protect the valve seats though.
It’ll run fine without problems on supermarket fuel. No additives required. The Ethanol does promote
corrosion in the fuel tank, assuming it’s steel, but no additive will stop that.
From September 2021, use E5 if you are concerned about Ethanol.
You do not need additives.
I use one of the additives, Ethomix.
I agree, no additives or anything fancy.
I’ve never used additives in regular petrol.
A Seven will run on almost anything, including paraffin.
Remember, although cars didn’t have lead in their petrol in the 20s and early 30s, the valves needed
grinding in every 2-3,000 miles.
Octane rating doesn’t matter on a Seven. The Ethanol content is the danger. Find some Ethanol guard
additive to use to safeguard the fuel system components.
I used E10 on our last European Tour – over 2,500 miles of trouble-free motoring in the Seven with no
side effects whatsoever. Other vehicles do have issues, but not Sevens, in my experience.
A dozen cures for a non-existent problem.
I use Tetraboost every now and then. Proper tetraethyl lead.
If it’s wet and it burns it goes into the tank. Seriously.
Sevens are not fussy. I don’t use additives.

Well, that was a wide range of opinions and personal experiences. No wonder there is so much confusion.
John Turley

Car Badges – Any Problems?
Many members will recognise the Club Car Badge in the picture, proudly fixed to the
radiator grill of a member’s A7 Ruby. We have, over the last 9 years received many
compliments about the quality of the badges, but just recently, I have heard of a
problem. In one case, the green & white coloured sections have come detached from
the chrome metal base. I have been in touch with the suppliers who have been very
helpful and have asked me to enquire if any other members have experienced similar
problems.
So, if your Car Badge is not looking as pristine as the one in the photo, please contact me with the details
and if possible a photo.
Many thanks.
David Aylmore. (Secretary)
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A tool that will help you achieve maximum braking power!
To get the most from your Austin 7 brakes you need to have the shoes
making good contact with the drums. But all this happens out of sight behind
the brake drums, so how does one check what is going on? A clever tool
devised originally by Nick Beck is the answer. The tool is made up from 5mm
flat mild steel plate bored out to fit over the wheel hub and drilled for the wheel
studs.

Originally published in A7CA
Grey Mag.
Note: the black circle at the top
is not part of the drawing only
a punched hole!

An extension piece is welded to the circular plate so a rod can be mounted on it to follow the contour of the
brake shoes. The rod is drilled off centre and threaded thus enabling it to be adjusted to just touch the highest
part of the shoes and then tightened up. The whole assembly is moved around the shoes taking note of the
high and low spots. The aim is to be able to move the plate 360 degrees and the rod just kisses the brake
linings all the way round.

To achieve this goal you will first need to pay attention to the brake shoes’ pivot point to see everything is
tight and there is no wear, if there is, renew. If the brake shoes are low at this point you will need shim up the
pivot pin or find shoes that have less worn ends. Next the mild steel end plates of the shoes should be
examined for wear and new ones fabricated if required, as explained in the Austin 7 Manual by Woodrow
page H1-7. These end plates are held in place by a counter sunk screw and mild steel squares of the
appropriate thickness can be cut, drilled and inserted behind the plates to bring the shoes into line. Finally the
brake activating lever and bush needs to be checked for wear and renewed if there is any play.

I have made one of these gauges and it really does help to ensure that the shoes are concentric with the
drums and I am more than happy to loan it out to anyone who needs to tackle their brakes.
It is possible to achieve the ultimate where the rod touches the linings all the way round but there can be
quite a bit of fettling required to achieve this goal, but think of the rewards, an Austin 7 that will actually stop!
Richard Bishop
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Events
In these times of uncertainty these details may well change. We will try to keep you up to date in the
newsletter, but updates will also be found on the DA7C website (see page 15) and the ‘Devon Austin Seven
Club’ page on Facebook.
2021
May 16th

Re:Fuel at Dunkerswell, then on the 3rd Sunday each month. Pre-booked
tickets only at www.re-fuel.co.uk.

Monday May 17th, 7pm

Zoom Club Night - details on page 5.

June 19th & 20th

Bicton Park Annual Fathers Day (Weekend) Steam & Vintage Fair (see page 5)

July 2nd, 3rd, 4th

Devon County Show. Entries close June 1st. Entry form on DA7C website (see
page 15), or from David Aylmore (contact details on back page)

July 4th

Bideford Water Festival. Bideford Rotary Club has suggested that the local A7
owners might like to put on a static display during the Festival. Contact Martin
Wright on 01409 241428.

Sunday July 4th

750mc Beaulieu National Rally – Beaulieu. More details on page 5.

July 31st

Honiton Lions Classic Car Show. Contact Kevin on 01404 42464 for details.

July 31st, Aug.1st

Rosemoor Vintage Weekend. See page 6 for more details.

August 7th & 8th

Bicton Park Stationary Engine Crank up day (see page 5 for details)

August 21st

Dalwood Fair - more details next month

Sunday Aug. 29th

Chanters Classic Car Show, Ottery St. Mary. Contact Tony on 01404 815853
for details.

2022
July 19th - 24th 2022

Austin 7 Centenary Rally - see pages 6 & 7

For Sale
A7 Wheels.
Selection of 17" wheels, some would clean up and are useable,
others need re-building. £20/£30 depending on condition.
Contact David Aylmore – details on back page.

Austin 7 related items ‘Wanted’ or ‘For Sale’ can be advertised in Devon Sevens free of charge. Items will be removed
from the listings after 3 months unless you have notified me that you would like the advert to continue.
Thank you - Janet (Editor - contact details on back page)

June 2021 Newsletter:Please send your letters, comments, articles and photos to devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk or by post to Janet
Aylmore, Corner Cottage, Ideford, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ13 0BG.
Copy for inclusion in the June issue should be with me by Wednesday 19th May 2021 and the
newsletter will be distributed on or before Wednesday 26th May.
To avoid any possible problems with copyright, please confirm, when sending in articles, photo’s diagrams,
maps etc, that they are free from any copyright restrictions. For information, the copyright remains with the
originator of any photos etc for 50 years and the originator’s permission is required before they can legally be
reproduced or distributed. Within the very friendly A7 world, there is generally not a problem, so long as the
originators copyright is acknowledge but I need to be made aware of the situation before publishing.
Many thanks. Ed.
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Keeping Informed
For those of you with a computer or smart phone etc, you might find the following websites a useful source of
information and news.
www.devonsevens.co.uk - welcome to the website for the Devon Austin 7
Club. Here you can find out all about the 'Devon Sevens', how we started,
what we do and how to join. It has the latest and past Newsletters, a fully
updated list of ‘Trusted Suppliers’, plus entry forms that can be downloaded
for all club events and many others.
Don’t forget you can also follow the Devon Austin Seven Club
on our Facebook page.

www.austinsevenfriends.com - the one stop web site for Austin 7
enthusiasts across the world. Austin 7 news and events throughout the
country and beyond!

Useful Facebook Groups:

Austin Seven
Austin 7 Spares/Cars for sale Group

For advice on how to make the best use of our website you can contact Steve Day at:
steve-j-day@outlook.com

DA7C Badges.
Car Badge.
There is a choice of 2 styles of Car Badge. Both have the same Green & White motif with
black lettering.
1.

A small windscreen self adhesive badge which is ideal for a “Modern” if space for a larger
external badge is not available. - £1 each

2.

A high quality Chrome & Enamel external badge as shown in the Illustration.
1 badge £13.50 inc. 2nd class post, 2 badges £25 inc. 2nd Class post.

Embroidered Badge.
We also have a very smart embroidered club badge available. It is 3 1/4” (80mm) in diameter and
is, as shown in the picture, very similar in design to the car badge.
Cost is £3.50 (plus 50p postage)

Lapel Badge.
These metal badges measure 25mm diameter, and the cost is a very reasonable £2.25 inc. p & p.
All badges can be purchased by contacting David Aylmore by phone, post or e-mail or can be
collected from any club event.
Contact details are on the back page.
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Devon Austin 7 Club - Officers & Committee members 2021/22
Secretary & Membership Secretary:
David Aylmore
Corner Cottage
Ideford
Newton Abbot,
TQ13 0BG

Treasurer:
Ian Mould
The Shieling
Pound Hill
Holcombe Rogus
Wellington TA21 0PJ

Tel: 01626 852259
E-Mail: secretary@devonsevens.co.uk
membership@devonsevens.co.uk

Tel: 01823 674427
E-Mail: treasurer@devonsevens.co.uk

Car Identification Number Registrar:
Nick Borst-Smith
Waterhouse Barn
Coddiford Hill
Cheriton Fitzpaine
EX17 4BD

A7 Clubs’ Assoc. Rep.
Ken Hickman
The Old School House
Coombe
St. Austell
PL26 7LN

Tel: 01363 866 819
E-mail: registrar@devonsevens.co.uk

Tel: 01726 882530
E-mail: a7ca@devonsevens.co.uk

Committee Member:
Richard Bishop
40 Feltrim Avenue
Exeter
EX2 4RP

Committee Member:
Mike Gregson
Penpark
Bickington
Newton Abbot,
TQ12 6LH

Tel: 01392 439916
E-mail: rchrdbshp7@gmail.com

Tel: 01626 821314
E-mail: mike@penpark.co.uk

Committee Member:
Viv Gale
7 Gifford Close
Hartland
Bideford
EX39 6HY
Tel: 01237 441272
E-mail: vivgeogale@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor

DVLA Authorisation Representative

Janet Aylmore
Corner Cottage
Ideford.
Newton Abbot.
TQ13 0BG

Howard Palmer
19 Sweetbriar Lane
Holcombe
Dawlish
EX7 0JZ

Tel: 01626 852259
E-Mail: devon.sevens@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 01626 864212
E-mail: secretary@devonsevens.co.uk

The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the writers and not necessarily those of the Editor or the
Devon Austin Seven Club. Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the technical advice and
information, the Club and its officers accept no liability for loss, damage or injury from persons acting upon the
advice or information given in this publication.
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